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TO THE UTTERMOST  
BOUNDS OF THE EARTH

Reid Andrews of ORU’s Team Dominican Republic entertains 
a child as he waits for his parents at a medical clinic. This 
summer, Team Dominican Republic set up medical clinics in 
the city of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. Through these 
clinics, the team built relationships with locals and shared the 
gospel in a powerful way.  (Read more on page 8)
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seven consecutive years of enrollment growth with our largest 
increase yet this fall. We have recently adopted an ambitious, 
comprehensive five-year plan for the University that includes 
strategies to help several thousand new students experience 
ORU’s unique Whole Person Education. We are growing again, 
building again and dreaming again! 
 At this 50 year mark we are still committed to the 
values that have made ORU great. Whole Person Education, 
instructional excellence, the work of the Holy Spirit, the 
authority of God’s word, global connectivity and a supportive, 
loving, joyful campus that has been rated one of the friendliest 
in America by colleges.niche.com. Yes, we are still committed 
to the Whole Person – body, mind and spirit. Yes, we still have 

an intense spiritual environment marked 
by passionate worship, consistent prayer 
and the power of the spoken word. Yes, 
we are still excelling in Division I athletics 
with three NCAA Champions, 80 NCAA 
Tournament appearances and 145 
Conference Championships. Yes, we still 
have a world-class faculty who not only 
teach at the highest levels, but also serve 
as mentors and examples of Spirit-filled 

Christianity. Yes, we are still a community of honor at ORU 
with every student, faculty and staff member committing to our 
honor code and a lifestyle of integrity. 
 ORU now has over 70 undergraduate and 16 graduate 
degree programs. Our students come from every state in the U.S., 
including Puerto Rico, and from 85 nations around the world. 
We are presently committed to increasing our global impact 
through every means available. We have recently opened an 
International Center on campus that is overflowing with record 
numbers of international students. Our new Global Learning 

ORU’S 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY: 
A YEAR OF 
JUBILEE

cripture is filled with instructions for feasts and 
moments of commemoration. Divinely instituted 
times of celebration were important to the people 
of God as they remembered their blessings and 

recommitted to their mission. One unique celebration took place 
every 50th year (Leviticus 25). Twice every century, debts were 
forgiven, slaves were set free and the Earth itself was allowed to 
rest. Jubilee was a time of restoration, renewal, release and huge 
celebration! Oral Roberts University has 
entered our 50th year since the first classes 
began in September 1965, meaning that 
this is our first-ever time of Jubilee! 
 What began as a directive from God in 
the heart of our founder about students who 
would hear God’s voice, has now formed 
one of the premier Spirit-empowered 
universities in the world. People have 
traveled from around the globe to attend 
this University and the results have been amazing. ORU alumni 
now serve in 102 nations with excellence and significant impact. 
We celebrate each of them during this special year. 
 Every era at ORU has brought unique challenges and 
blessings from God. Miracles have consistently occurred during 
these 50 years that have sustained and grown the University. The 
last seven years at ORU have been especially miraculous. We are 
thankful that, during these seven years, we have witnessed over 
$100 million in campus improvements, an eradication of all debt, 
an operating budget in the black (two consecutive years) and 

S

ABOVE Dr. William M. Wilson and First Lady Lisa 
Wilson gather with students on Move-In Day.

EVERY ERA 
AT ORU HAS 
BROUGHT 

UNIQUE 
CHALLENGES 

AND BLESSINGS 
FROM GOD.
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Center will house 11 new classroom spaces, new offices, a new 
video recording studio, a 700 seat performance hall and a state-
of-the-art virtual reality space. This new complex will reclaim 
ORU’s place as a university committed to using the best of 
today’s technology while educating a new generation. 
 Thousands of people have sacrificed over these last 50 
years to make ORU the great university it is today. It would 
be impossible to thank all of them by name, though I would 
certainly like to if possible. However, our 50th anniversary 
committee has selected 50 outstanding individuals whose 
service, life and contributions to the world have made a 
significant impact during our first half-century. Thank 
you for joining with us in honoring them for their lifetime 
achievements. They represent thousands of others who have 
helped carry the burning torch of Spirit-empowered, Whole 
Person Education to the world.
 Finally, as we celebrate this Jubilee year at ORU you may 
notice a twinkle in my eye and an excitement in my voice. I am 
excited about all God has done at ORU over the last 50 years, 
but I am even more excited about what I see on the horizon. 
Our 21st century world is more prepared now for ORU’s work 
than they were 50 years ago. Doors are opening to us on every 
continent! As thrilled as I am about the possibilities before 
us, my greatest excitement comes from what I see in ORU’s 
present student body. This is the greatest group of students 
in the history of ORU, and they will change the world for 
Jesus Christ. They are brilliant, good-looking, well spoken, 
authentically Christian and technologically proficient. I am 
honored to serve them in this office and know that their work 
will exceed the work of Oral Roberts, as well as the work of all 
of us who have preceded them. They will be leaders in every 
person’s world and they will take God’s healing power to the 
uttermost bounds of the Earth.
 50 years of miraculous blessings, a student body that is 
amazing and a future that is filled with God-sized possibilities. 
Let’s Celebrate. It’s ORU’s year of Jubilee! 
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ORU MISSIONS SEES ANOTHER 
RECORD-BREAKING YEAR

LIVES 
CHANGED 

AROUND 
THE GLOBE

JORDAN BUIE ’16

A

BELOW Members of Team Zimbabwe 
pray for a group of young adults.

ABOVE A member of Team Japan 
encourages a local child.

s soon as finals were 
completed, graduation 
ended and the residence 
halls cleared out, more 

than 450 ORU students packed their 
bags to travel to 18 countries around 
the globe. With their passports in 
hand and hearts ready to serve, these 
students traveled thousands of miles 
to share the message of hope and love  
of Christ. 
 The focus and purpose of the trips 
varied for each team depending on 
the need of the country where they 
journeyed. Students visited different 
cities, towns and villages during the two 
to five week trips.   
 Team Guatemala spent a month 
participating in children’s ministry, 
discipleship training and community 
development. They installed 50 water 
filters as a development project, which 
will provide clean water to 50 families 
for the next 30 to 40 years. 
  “We can preach the Gospel, but 
when you live out the Gospel, families 
who have been plagued by social 
injustices, like dirty drinking water, 
begin to have hope for generations to 
come,” said Guatemala team member 
Ryan Trujillo. 
 Another team flew across the 
ocean to Japan to bring hope and serve 
through outreaches, including worship 
nights in the park and homeless 
ministry. 

 “My favorite part of the Japan 
trip was meeting all the people and 
the relationships that were built,” 
said Japan team member Reni Ajayi. 
“I believe sometimes it gets hard and 
rough. It may even seem like no one is 
coming to know Christ, so just being 
there allows for us to encourage the 
Christians there and give them hope.” 
 The communications, arts and 
media department sent their first 
departmental missions team to 
Zimbabwe. The theater team used skits 
and a production called “The Land of 
Dreams” to share God’s love to local 
children. They went to orphanages and 
high schools to build relationships and 
minister to the children and students. 
 “Our purpose was to show the 
kids, more specifically the orphans, 
of Zimbabwe that even though they 
may not have earthly parents, there is 
a Father that loves them and wants to 
be with them,” said Zimbabwe team 
member and stage manager Shekinah 
Bauman. 
 Lives were changed in Africa, Asia, 
South America and Europe. More than 
600 people accepted Christ into their 
hearts. Students had the opportunity 
to use their passions, talents and work 
ethic to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
all over the world. 

ABOVE A member of Team Guatemala works with 
schoolchildren. 
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RENOWNED APOLOGIST RAVI 
ZACHARIAS GIVES COMMENCEMENT 
ADDRESS TO CLASS OF 2015

ABOVE More than 700 students graduate from ORU in May.

THESE GRADUATES 
STEPPED INTO A NEW 
CHAPTER OF LIFE, READY 
TO CHANGE THE WORLD.

ay 2, 2015, Ravi Zacharias delivered 
a powerful address to ORU’s 48th 
graduating class during the University’s 
commencement ceremony.

 As more than 700 graduates prepared to walk across the 
stage of the Mabee Center and into a new chapter of their 
lives, the renowned Christian apologist and best-selling author 
reminded them that they were to go into every person’s world 
with the heart and mind of Christ. 
 “How desperately we need wisdom in our time to learn 
how to tackle the socially, monumentally and divisive issues 
to be able to give an answer that is clear, but to do it in love 
so the person understands not just the conviction, but the 
compassion from which this voice comes and speaks to them,” 
Zacharias told the Class of 2015.

M

ABOVE Dr. William M. Wilson with 2015 ORU graduate Daniel Jones.

 Zacharias went on to remind the graduates they may not 
know what lay ahead for them, but God has a plan and purpose 
for their lives.  
 “You can be confident that if you follow His will, He will 
not only surprise you, He will enthrall you and show the glories 
of His anointing and the marvels of His power, as He will use 
you to bring honor to His name.”
 These graduates stepped into a new chapter of life, ready to 
change the world.
 “ORU gave me the tools and education necessary to step 
into my calling on a greater level,” said 2015 ORU graduate 
Katie Cole. “Upon graduating, I was equipped to pursue my 
passion with greater understanding and purpose.”
 Watch the full ORU 2015 Commencement Ceremony 
Address at www.oru.edu/commencement2015.
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T his summer, ORU President 
William M. Wilson accepted a 
contract extension from the 
ORU Board of Trustees through 

the summer of 2021.
 “We did a thorough review of Dr. Wilson’s 
service over the past two years and have found it 
to be exemplary. He has built a strong pathway to 
the future that we want to see him carry through,” 
said Board Chair Rob Hoskins. “As a Board, we are 
excited about the possibilities with the University 

under Dr. Wilson’s care. We know that we are on 
strong footing to reach ‘the uttermost bounds of 
the Earth.’”
 Wilson came to the presidency from serving 
on the Board of Trustees as vice-chair for five 
years. The original contract that established 
Wilson as president was for three years. He has 
one year remaining in this present contract before 
serving under the new five-year agreement. This 
new five-year contract also has an option to extend 
his service past 2021.

ORU BOARD ANNOUNCES FIVE-YEAR EXTENSION FOR ORU PRESIDENT

recently welcomed its newest members of the Board 
of Trustees, Robert W. Barron (’84), Camella (Barnhill) 
Binkley (’80), Dr. Michael Fletcher (’85), Tim Lyons, 

(’82), CPA and Brad Thomas (’77 and MBA ’79). 
 Barron is a corporate and commercial real estate business attorney and 
partner with Berger Singerman LLP, an 85-plus Florida-based business law firm 
with four offices in Florida. 
 As a student at ORU, he was a resident advisor and was a member of the 
summer music ministry team “Steadfast.” He is also a graduate of Louisiana State 
University Law Center. Barron and his wife, Dr. Laurie Scott (‘83), have two boys.  
 Binkley is the owner and COO of Express Employment Professionals in 
Waxahachie, Texas. Previously, she served on both the staffs of James Robison 
Evangelistic Association and Edwin Louis Cole Ministries. 
 Binkley is also the vice president of New Name Mission Society International, 
a nonprofit organization that she and her husband, Bruce, founded to offer hope 
to disadvantaged people, especially orphans, in Cambodia, Vietnam, Zimbabwe, 
Tanzania, Mexico, Belize, Rwanda and Nicaragua.
 Binkley and her husband have two children and four grandsons.
 Fletcher is a 20-plus year private practice physician.  Michael received a BS in biology with a minor in 
theology from ORU and an MD from the University of Louisville School of Medicine. While practicing in 
Northern Kentucky, he also serves as a US Air Force Flight Surgeon in the 123rd Airlift Wing, Kentucky Air 
National Guard and is a member of the Board for Teen Challenge Kentucky.
 He and his wife, Deborah, live in Independence, Kentucky and have five children; the three oldest are 
currently enrolled at ORU. 
 Lyons is president and CEO of TTCU The Credit Union, a $1.6 billion full-service financial institution 
and serves more than 115,000 members online and through 16 branches in Tulsa and across northeastern 
Oklahoma. 
 Lyons and his wife, Carol, have two daughters and four grandchildren. 
 Thomas is president and CEO of Inter-Chem, a trading, distribution, and logistics company with its roots 
in the plant nutrient industry headquartered in Tulsa. He joined the company as manager of operations in 
1985. Previously, Thomas was Hewlett Packard’s national account sales manager for Phillips Petroleum Co.
 Thomas and his wife, Brenda (’79), have two daughters, who are both ORU graduates, and two 
grandchildren.

NEW MEMBERS OF 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ABOVE Robert W. Barron, 
Camella Binkley,  
Dr. Michael Fletcher,  
Tim Lyons, 
and Brad Thomas

ORU
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W

CELEBRATING THE DANCE, MINISTRY AND 
LIFE OF AMY MCINTOSH

LEAVING A 
WHOLE PERSON 
LEGACY

JORDAN BUIE ‘16

the associate chair of dance and a tenured faculty member at 
Belhaven University in Jackson, Mississippi from 2001-2006. 
She was also an adjunct professor at the University of Tulsa 
from 2006-2007. 
 In the fall of 2007, McIntosh came to work at ORU. 
She became involved in the dance community in Tulsa and 
founded Living Water Dance Community, where she was the 
artist director. McIntosh was also involved with the praise and 
worship team at her church, West Tulsa United Methodist 
Church. 
 “She was a genuine person,” said Holland. “She believed in 
truth in dancing and truth in herself.”
 McIntosh loved the vision and Whole Person Education 
offered at ORU. Not only did she teach her students about 
Whole Person living, but she also was a living example of 
what it means to seek after wholeness. She believed marriage, 
motherhood and dance should all be integrated. 
 “Amy was a whole person,” said dance and nursing major 
Jessica Collier. “She taught us about the vision of ORU, but 
more importantly, she lived it. She never let work interfere with 
her family life. In fact, she combined them. I remember being 
cast in one of her pieces and her bringing Morgan and Justice 
to rehearsal and having them learn the choreography as well.”
 McIntosh’s legacy will continue to guide the ORU Dance 
Department. Her mission, vision  and teachings will carry on 
for many years to come.

ABOVE Amy McIntosh helped found the ORU dance 
program and served as an associate professor of dance.

ith a passion for dance and a desire to live 
a life of purpose, Amy McIntosh danced 
into the hearts of everyone who knew her. 
Founding director of dance and associate 

professor at Oral Roberts University, McIntosh used her 
platform as an artist to minister and pour into the lives of other 
people. 
 McIntosh was diagnosed with cancer in October 2014. 
On April 3, 2015 she took her last breath on Earth surrounded 
by her husband and some of her fellow dancers from Living 
Water Dance Community, who danced for her one last time in 
her home. She was 37. She is survived by her husband Jacob 
McIntosh and sons Morgan, 9, and Justice, 4.  
 “Amy had this real concept of whole-person living,” said 
Communications, Arts and Media Chair and Professor Laura 
Holland. “She really lived to merge her faith with dance.”
 The Tulsa native received her B.F.A. in dance performance 
and choreography from Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri 
and her M.F.A. in dance performance and choreography from 
the State University of New York in Brockport. She danced 
professionally with many well-known artists. McIntosh was 
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hether you know 
the ORU cafeteria 
as Saga or Sodexo or 
the Hamill Student 

Center, you are probably familiar with 
the name Ms. Pansy. And more often 
than not, she knows the name of each 
person that walks through the door.
 For the past four decades, Pansy 
Wallace has been a friendly face that 
students, staff and visitors have grown 
accustomed to seeing.
 She first began working at ORU in 
1974, but only stayed a year because 
her husband was reassigned to an Air 
Force base in Alexandria, Louisiana. 
When he was deployed to Manila, 
Philippines in 1976, Wallace came back 
to ORU and picked up right where she 
left off.
 “Randy Clay, who was the manager 
who had hired me in 1974, told me 
I didn’t need to come back and ask 
for a job; all I needed to do was start 
working,” Wallace said.
 ORU was unlike any other place 
Wallace had worked, which is why she 
never had a desire to work anywhere 
else.
 “I liked the atmosphere. You had 
good people here. I saw the employees 
carrying Bibles. The students had 
respect for themselves. When I 

would come out 
in the dining 
room, students 
would introduce 
themselves when 
they knew you 
were new, and 
that was very 
impressive to me,” 
Wallace said.
 W a l l a c e 
has worked in 
just about every 
building on the 
campus of ORU, 

from the Graduate Center to the 
dormitories to the cafeteria. For 15 
years, Wallace was a supervisor in both 
the cafeteria and housekeeping.

 “I was on this campus from 6 a.m. 
to 11 p.m. I was working 80 hours a 
week,” she recalled.
 In 2000, Wallace made the decision 
to step down from her supervisor 
position and become a cashier. Her 
new responsibilities included swiping 
the Eagle Cards of each student, 
faculty and staff member that ate in 
the cafeteria.
 “I prayed about it and felt like 
this was right,” Wallace said. “I like 
challenges. As time went by, the 
challenge was I learned different 
names.”
 It was important for Wallace to 
learn the names of each person she 
encountered. Within a few months of 
the school year, she didn’t even need to 
look at their card. 
 “I thought it would be better to 
have a better relationship with the 
students if I learned their name. You 
look at the card, but you look at a 
person face-to-face and you put the 
face with the name. Then you come to 
know that person,” Wallace said.
 When she is not memorizing 
names or swiping cards, Wallace is 
pastoring a church about an hour 
outside of Tulsa and travels with her 
family as a part of a singing group.
 Wallace has now been at the 
university 40 years. Over the years, she 
has received numerous letters, gifts 
and even a Facebook page. All that 
pales in comparison to the friendships 
she has made – many of which started 
because she simply remembered their 
names.
 “There’s power in knowing 
someone’s name. I feel like it gives us a 
better relationship and respect for one 
another,” Wallace said. 

WTHE 
POWER OF 

A NAME
MS. PANSY REFLECTS ON 

40 YEARS AT ORU

“THERE’S POWER 
IN KNOWING 
SOMEONE’S 
NAME. I FEEL 
LIKE IT GIVES 
US A BETTER 
RELATIONSHIP 
AND RESPECT FOR 
ONE ANOTHER.”

ABOVE Pansy Wallace, better known to students as 
“Ms. Pansy,” has served at ORU for 40 years.

DANIELLE PARKER-STOLTZ, ‘07
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ari Jobe, who attended ORU from 1999 to 
2002, performed a concert at the Mabee Center 
on March 5, 2015. Prior to her performance 
during Spring College Weekend, she held a 

Q&A in the Mabee Center’s mezzanine.

How do you keep worship from feeling routine or stagnate? 
I think one of the biggest things to remember is you do worship 
and lead worship because you fell in love with the Lord’s 
presence and who He is when you worship. For me, it never 
gets old... I just honestly love worship and it’s a place of refuge 
for my own life. And to be able to minister to people in that, it 
never becomes routine or a rut for me because I am always in 
a place where “Lord I need you to remind me that you are for 
me tonight, and I am not alone in this situation.” What I always 
say about worship is, “It’s the broken, hungry and desperate 
leading the broken, hungry and desperate.”

If you weren’t doing music, what would you be doing?
When I was at ORU, I was a psychology major. I’ve always said 
if I didn’t do music, if I didn’t do ministry like this, I would do 
counseling or I would do child therapy; those were my favorite 
classes. If I had time, I would go back and get a masters in child 
psychology. I love that the Lord can minister to broken people. 
I’ve never met someone who hasn’t been through something 
difficult, and just to know we serve a God who comes to pull 
people out of the pit. He didn’t say it’d be easy, but he did say 
he would never leave us alone. I’d love to do something in that 
realm of ministry.  

K

AN INTERVIEW WITH GRAMMY-NOMINATED 
SINGER AND SONGWRITER KARI JOBE

A LIFESTYLE 
OF WORSHIP

What is your favorite song that leads others into the presence 
of God?
Different seasons have different songs. I think one of the ones 
that I lead that has been impactful for me every time, which is 
crazy because I have sang it so many times, is “Revelation Song.” 
And it’s crazy that every time we sing it, it feels like the first 
time. To watch a song do that for over 10 years is crazy. I think, 
personally, one of my favorite songs right now is anything from 
Bethel Music. You name it. I love it.  

Can you tell us about the album “Majestic?”
I went to The Majestic Theatre in Dallas for a worship night 
years ago, and I just remember hearing the people sing back 
and just thinking, “I would love to do something here one day.” 
 The very week that we booked The Majestic, (Chris) Tomlin, 
I was touring with him, came up to me 30 seconds before I went 
on stage and said, “I have a song I want to play for you to see 
if you want to write on it.” So I was like, “Send it to me and I’ll 
listen later.” It was called “How Majestic,” and I thought this is 
so the Lord, confirmation and just peace. 
 When you run after Him with all your heart, He wants 
these things for us more than we do. He was making a way 
where it seemed impossible. Every roadblock I came to, I was 
like, “Nope, the Lord put this in my heart, so I am going to keep 
trusting.” All kinds of miracles happened with that album. That 
night was special, and I feel like you can feel it on the CD. It was 
our heart that the Lord’s presence would just come. I’ve always 
thought it’s crazy that you can capture an anointing and a sense 
of His presence on a piece of plastic, but hey, He spoke through 
donkeys. He’ll use plastic; He’ll use anything if we’re wanting 
his presence.

BELOW Kari Jobe performed during a special 
concert during ORU’s Spring College Weekend.
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a l u m n i , 
s t u d e n t s 
and friends 

gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate 
Pentecost in the Land of Pentecost 
during the 2015 Empowered21 Global 
Congress in May. Thousands of people 
gathered for the opening session in 
Jerusalem’s Pais Arena.
 Believers from around the world 
gathered in the Holy Land to be 
spiritually refreshed and be a part of 
worship services and historic tours. 
 ORU alumnus and Board of 
Trustees member Mark Sterns said one 
of his favorite experiences was joining in 
prayer with people of faith from around 
the globe. 
 “Representatives from a number 
of nations and continents appeared 
together on stage, and one by one, 
prayed in their native tongue for their 
nation, their region and the world,” said 
Sterns. “It reminded me of my favorite 
part of ORU chapel, when students, 
joined by the ORU community, pray for 
their nation.”
 Prayer was paired with powerful 

sermons and worship services, as 
thousands sought God’s presence for a 
fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
 “Each minister from the 
Empowered21 conference spoke into 
my life and stirred my faith more in 
believing and allowing the Holy Spirit 
to lead in my life,” said ORU alumna  
Sarah Ward. 
 More than 130 international 
speakers and worship artists took the 
stage during the five-day event. The 
presenters spoke powerful messages, 
which encouraged and challenged 
attendees.
 “This was not a showcase of 
world-class speakers trumpeting their 
ministries or successes,” said ORU 
alumnus Greg Berg. “It was a spiritual 
challenge to return to our respective 
countries and change the culture.”
 Empowered21 Global Congress 
attendees had the opportunity to 
participate in the Pentecost Unity 
Celebration and Baptism Service at the 
Jordan River. The event was held at 
the spot where it is believed Jesus was 
baptized by John the Baptist. 

ORU’S 
EMPOWERED21 

DRAWS 4,500 
PEOPLE FROM 
70 NATIONS TO 

CELEBRATE 
PENTECOST IN

JERUSALEM
SIERRA QUANT, ‘15

BELOW Thousands packed the 
Jerusalem Pais Arena for the 

Empowered21 Global Congress.

ORU
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Among Global Congress attendees were 
dozens of ORU students who took 
the opportunity to minister to locals 
during the trip. Twelve student mission 
teams, named after the tribes of Israel, 
journeyed to Jerusalem. Some gave 
haircuts and manicures, while others 
cleaned streets and painted buildings. 
 “What we perceive is insignificant, 
God will use those things to glorify Him 
and to bring glory to His name,” said 
ORU student Lee Scott of Team Gad.
 After the Global Congress ended, 
ORU students visited historic sites  
in Israel. 
 “I loved visiting the Garden of 
Gethsemane,” said ORU student 
Michelle Paulson from Team Reuben. 

“My heart was deeply impacted by the 
fact that in that garden, Jesus faced his 
deepest agony.  Something about being 
there made Jesus’ sacrifice so much 
more meaningful.”
 ORU alumni and friends also visited 
locations significant to the Christian 
faith including the Garden Tomb, 
Solomon’s Pools and the Dead Sea. 
 “After experiencing the amazing 
places in the Holy Land like Masada, 
the Western Wall, and a boat ride across 
the Sea of Galilee, we came together as a 
group,” said Mark Sterns. “Our common 
bond was ORU and our shared DNA of 
being those life-long students who are 
raised up to hear God’s voice and take 
His healing power into every person’s 
world.”

ABOVE A man worships during the  
Empowered21 Global Congress.

BELOW Students entertain a young girl in Jerusalem 
during Hope for the Holy Land.

ABOVE Dr. William M. Wilson speaks 
at Jerusalem’s Pais Arena.
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Rev. Billy Graham speaks at the 1967 

dedication of ORU.

Students cheer on the ORU Titans at the 

former Health Resources Center.
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A vision that God had given Oral Roberts nearly 30 years prior was coming to 
life. The words “Build me a university and build it on My authority,” were spoken to 

Roberts in 1935. In 1962, ground was broken in Tulsa, Oklahoma on the world’s first 
charismatic Christian university. The following year, ORU was officially chartered. The 

University opened to the public and welcomed its very first class of just over 300 students 
onto its 500-acre campus in 1965. More than 18,000 gathered for the dedication of ORU in 1967, 

where the Rev. Billy Graham was the keynote speaker. The campus at that time consisted of 
eight buildings, including the Prayer Tower.

MAKE NO LITTLE PLANS HERE



A GROWING VISION 
The 1970’s was a decade of rapid growth for ORU, and as the student body grew, 
so did the campus. In 1971, the University received full accreditation. The 
Mabee Center, home of the ORU Titans basketball team, was completed 
in 1972, along with Claudius Roberts Hall and Howard Auditorium. 
ORU’s futuristic architecture soon made it the No. 1 tourist 
attraction in Oklahoma. Oral Roberts announced plans for the 
City of Faith in 1977. ORU also added a school of nursing in 
1975, schools of medicine and dentistry in 1978 and a 
school of law in 1979.

A student researches in ORU’s library.

18 CELEBRATING ORU’S HISTORY
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Students take a test in Zoppelt Auditorium.

19ORAL ROBERTS UNIVERSITYFall 2015



1980’s

Students worship during a chapel service 

in Christ’s Chapel.
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INTO EVERY PERSON’S WORLD  
A major milestone for ORU in the 1980’s was the City of Faith Research and 

Medical Center. In 1981, the ribbon was cut announcing the City of Faith 
was open for business. It was during this decade that the schools of 

law, medicine and dentistry were phased out, but ORU continued to 
emerge as a leader among liberal arts universities around the 

world, growing its reputation internationally and expanding 
its academic programs. 

The ORU Titan Cheerleaders form a pyramid during a basketball game.



A GROWING REPUTATION 
In 1991, the Praying Hands, a monumental, 60-foot-tall, 30-ton bronze sculpture, 
were relocated from City of Faith to the University’s entrance. Richard Roberts was 
named the University’s second president in 1993. During the 1993-94 school year, all 
men’s and women’s athletic teams became known as the ORU Golden Eagles, formerly the 
ORU Titans. January 1996, Golden Eagle Broadcasting, a small digital satellite Christian and 
family programming television network owned and operated by ORU, was founded.

Te
ams c

ompete in
 a game of fl

ag fo
otball.

The Praying Hands being disassembled, so they 

could be moved to the University’s entrance.
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1990’sA view of Christ’s Chapel during a chapel service.
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2000’s

Faculty, students and staff pose for the annual school photo. 
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STEPPING INTO A NEW CHAPTER 
The 2000’s was a decade of change for the University. The year 2003 

sparked the beginning of significant dress code changes over the 
next few years. In 2007, Evelyn Roberts passed away, followed 

by her beloved husband and University chancellor, Oral 
Roberts in 2009 at the age of 91.  In 2008, the ORU 

Board of Trustees was born, with Mart Green, 
founder and owner of Mardel Christian and 

Education Supply, as chair. Dr. Mark Rutland 
took office on July 1, 2009 as the third 

president of ORU. This year also 
marked the start of the Quest 

Whole Person Scholarship 
Program.
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THE BEST IS YET TO COME
In the last seven years, more than $100 million have been poured into 
campus renovations and upgrades. Additions to academic departments, 
such as the ONEOK Shark Tank and the 3D Fabrication and Visualization Lab, 
continued to grow ORU’s global reputation. In 2013, ORU announced Dr. William 
M. Wilson as its fourth president. The Armand Hammer Alumni-Student Center was 
completed that same year. The fall of 2014 marked the entrance of the University’s 50th 
freshman class and its sixth consecutive year of enrollment growth. Today, more than 40,000 
alumni are represented in more than 100 countries. 

The seal at the university’s entrance was updated 

for the 50th Anniversary Celebration.
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2010’s

Students walk from the Graduate Center to Christ’s Chapel.
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 ON THE 
COURT

tudents at ORU hail from more than 80 nations, 
and a handful of these countries are represented 
on the 2015 men’s tennis team.
 The eight-member team represents six 

countries – Australia, Bosnia, Croatia, Greece, Spain and the 
United States – a true representation of the university’s global 
vision.
 “When recruiting, you have to always keep the University 
in mind,” said Mark Milner, men’s tennis head coach. 
“Globalization is a huge part of it, as well as the talent. They 
both have to fit.” 
 With so many different backgrounds and cultures, Milner 
says the team’s focus has been on family and unity. 
 “The message this year is staying a family, being together in 
everything that we do and holding each other accountable. In 
tennis, it’s always been an individual sport until now. Whether 
they won or lost it only affected them. Now, it’s such 
a learning process for them to go from playing for 
themselves; if they win or lose it affects 
their teammates, it affects me as 
coach, it affects the University. 
They are playing for much more 
than just themselves.” 
 Milner says he sees each one 

of his players becoming more than teammates as they build 
strong, long-lasting friendships. 
 “My kids from Croatia and Bosnia, it’s really fun to see 
those kids become basically best friends, after what their 
countries have gone through when they were kids. It’s really 
neat to hear different sides of what they went through. It’s 
really cool to see the growth between these two.”
 Along with diversity, the team also has youth on its side. 
Four freshman, two sophomores and two juniors mean Milner 
has the opportunity to see this team grow and develop.
 “If you look at the last few years, this is a big improvement 
for us. I’m really happy with where we are, but we’ve still got a 
ways to go. We are happy with the progress and improvements 
that we’ve made since day one and we look to improve, not just 
by the end of this year, but by the time these four freshman are 
seniors we hope to make it to the NCAA tournament.”
 Each individual brings talent to the team, as well as a 
unique, global experience.
 “It’s fun not only for the kids to get to know each other and 
get to know other cultures, it’s fun for me to get to know the 
kids and who they are as a person and where they come from 
and what life is like in all these different countries.”

MEN’S TENNIS TEAM REPRESENTS 
SIX DIFFERENT COUNTRIES

S

RIGHT Back Row: Ciaran Lavers, Michael 
Sosnowski, Alejandro Capdequi, Alvaro 
Santamaria, Head Coach Mark Milner
Front Row: Jan Pehnec, Amar Saletovic, 
Braxton Bates, Assistant Coach Dario Beslic
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ormer ORU men’s soccer 
players have been using their 
skills to make an impact on 

a global scale, partnering with the More 
Than a Game organization. Among them 
is 2009 graduate Matt Esparza, who was 
recognized by Weber Shandwick for his 
volunteer work around the world. 
 Weber Shandwick is one of the 
largest public relations agencies in the 
world, and Esparza produces videos for 
many of their national clients.
 “I had the privilege of coaching 
Matt during his playing days at ORU,” 
said ORU Head Coach Ryan Bush. “The 

impact he is making both inside and 
outside our borders does not surprise 
me. Matt was a great leader on and off 
the field. He exemplified Godly character 
and was a tremendous example to his 
teammates.” 
 “His humble spirit and contagious 
personality made him a solid leader the 
guys could really look up to. He’s a true 
example of the transformational power 
of the ORU athletic culture of producing 
Whole Person Champions. We are proud 
he is an ORU soccer alumnus and is 
being a champion for Christ everywhere 
he goes,” said Bush. 

Among his community service activities, 
Esparza partnered with More Than a 
Game to teach soccer to Syrian refugees. 
Fellow ORU alumni John Chau, J.D. 
James, Jason Nussbaum and Bobby 
Parks were also on the trip to Syria.
 When announcing the honor 
for Esparza, the organization posted 
this on their Facebook page: “Weber 
Shandwick is incredibly proud of 
Matt and appreciates the passion and 
commitment he brings to helping the 
lives of those in need!”
 More Than a Game is a non-
profit organization that hosts soccer 
tournaments. The proceeds go toward 
building leagues in villages and refugee 
communities worldwide.

F

GOLDEN EAGLES 
USE SOCCER TO REACH 
THE WORLD
STUDENT-ATHLETES PARTNER WITH NON-PROFIT 
‘MORE THAN A GAME’

BELOW Matt Esparza joins members of More Than a 
Game to teach Syrian children how to play soccer.
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Y

ORIGINAL TENNIS COACH CONTINUES TO TEACH, 
CARRY MESSAGE OF ORU

ou might assume that ORU’s first (and most 
successful) tennis coach, Bernis Duke of Hardy, 
Arkansas, was born with a tennis racquet in his 

hand. Not true. The man who helped ORU gain acclaim early on 
by recruiting outstanding players from around the globe didn’t 
learn to play the game until he was 29… and he admits that he 
wasn’t all that good. 
 No, Coach Duke’s strengths were in basketball and boxing.  
It was during his junior year of high school that Duke came 
to the attention of the school’s basketball coach, Elwin  
“Preacher” Roe. 
 “I hadn’t played any sports, but I was strong,” Duke said. 
One day, Roe approached him. “Duke! I’d like you to come out 
for basketball.”
 “Sorry, Preacher,” said Duke. “I don’t know how to play.” 
But he learned, and by his senior year, he was the leading scorer 
and rebounder on the team. A lifelong interest in sports was 
born.
 In college, Duke was called on to be a heavyweight boxer. 
“I don’t have the nature of a boxer!” he protested. “I don’t want 
to hurt anyone!” 
 Nevertheless, he was the heavyweight champion of 
Arkansas for three years. 
 As a high school coach, Duke led his tennis team and his 
basketball team to Arkansas state championships in 1964 and 
1965, respectively. Then he heard that ORU was about to open. 

MAKING A 
LASTING IMPACT

It caught his attention because it called to mind his Pentecostal 
grandparents in whose home he had spent most of his growing-
up years. 
 “This was the turbulent ’60s – drugs and everything like 
that,” he said. “I could see God was raising up a school to 
counteract that.” 
 So, with his bachelor’s and master’s degrees completed, he 
came for an interview and was hired. 
 Initially, Duke served as an assistant basketball coach. 
That changed after a conversation with President Oral Roberts 
in 1967, during which Duke suggested that ORU add a tennis 
team “to help the school gain national recognition.” Given the 
go-ahead (but not much of a budget), he came up with a now-
legendary recruitment method. He sent picture postcards of 
ORU’s campus to tennis associations in multiple countries. It 
was a plan borne out of necessity; most U.S. players didn’t want 
to join a team with no track record.
 Duke’s method paid dividends. Pekka Saila came from 
Finland; he had reached the third round at Wimbledon. On his 
way to ORU, Peter Van Lingen of South Africa stopped at the 

DEBBIE TITUS GEORGE, ‘77

ABOVE Coach Duke with the first ORU tennis  
team in the fall of 1967.

RIGHT Coach Bernis Duke originally served as 
ORU’s assistant basketball coach, before he 

became the University’s beloved tennis coach.
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U.S. Open and also made it to the third round. Jose Brandi, Ian 
Baudinet, Ivan Mikysa, Gary Little, and Bill Austin rounded out 
the first team in 1968, which was 24-0 in its first season. Under 
Duke, ORU men’s tennis was in the U.S. top 10 for a number 
of years and had 28 straight winning seasons. When Duke 
retired from coaching in 1999, having also coached some of 
ORU’s women’s teams, he was the sixth winningest coach in the 
nation. His accolades include Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Men’s Collegiate Hall of Fame, Lyon College Athletic Hall of 
Fame, ORU Hall of Fame, ORU Faculty Member of the Year and 
Distinguished Service Award (1994), and Honorary Lifetime 
Member of the ORU Alumni Association. 
 “Retired” doesn’t mean Duke stopped working. Since the 
late 1990s, students have been taking his badminton class, 
some, multiple times. He calls the less-skilled students “the 
edifiers” because “everybody that plays them comes out feeling 
good.” It’s an inside joke that everyone gets. Off the court, his 
acts of compassion have not gone unnoticed – helping students 
find jobs, providing them with proper athletic shoes, giving 
groceries to hungry families. One recent student gathered 14 
pages of Facebook comments from Duke fans and presented 
them to the coach in a spiral-bound booklet, writing, “…You’ve 
taught so much more than tennis, badminton, etc. You’ve 
taught people how to live like Jesus! You are what it means to 
be a whole person!” 

 Duke himself won’t accept credit for impacting students’ 
lives – even when a former tennis player from Bosnia says Duke 
literally saved his life by providing a partial scholarship to ORU 
that kept him in America as his country was being invaded by 
Serbia. 
 “It was only God that did it, not me,” Duke insisted. “I was 
the instrument.”
 As part of the 
50th Anniversary 
Campaign, ORU is 
raising $500,000 to 
name a new Tennis 
Complex after Coach 
Duke. He said the idea 
“hasn’t really sunk in,” 
but “I would like to be 
remembered at ORU. 
That’d be one way.”
 “I just want people 
to know that after 
it’s all said and done, I think tennis was a tool for developing 
young people and carrying the message of ORU and what it  
stands for.”
 The University has never had a better ambassador than 
Coach Bernis Duke.

“I THINK TENNIS 
WAS A TOOL FOR 
DEVELOPING 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
AND CARRYING 
THE MESSAGE 
OF ORU AND 
WHAT IT 
STANDS FOR.”

BELOW Coach Duke talks with alumni at Homecoming 2013.
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rom the very beginning, the 
purpose of the ORU men’s 
basketball team’s trip to the 

Dominican Republic was very clear.
 “First and foremost this is a mission 
trip,” said Coach Scott Sutton during 
the first practice. “We are able to get 
the young guys out here and get them a 
little bit of a head start to their freshman 
years, but it will be great for our program 
to do some mission work and give back.”
 The Golden Eagles had scheduled 
appointments at an elementary school 
and orphanage, but one of the best 
mission opportunities came within the 
walls of the team bus. While en route to 
an orphanage, the team translator and 
tour guide, Nelson, received a phone call 
that his grandmother had passed away.

As soon as the team exited the bus, 
the group covered Nelson in hugs and 
prayer.
 “I was blown away by my experiences 
in the Dominican Republic,” said junior 
Aaron Young. “This opportunity was 
truly a blessing, and this trip was about 
so much more than basketball. I was 
really excited about this trip and when 
we got there, what actually happened 
exceeded my expectations.”
 After visiting with the children at 
the elementary school, DaQuan Jeffries 

had this to say: “It’s always good giving 
back to the ones in need and knowing 
you made their day better. It was nice 
seeing the kids smile and laugh.”
 In addition to the community 
service activities in the Dominican 
Republic, the team also played four 
games in four days against various 
professional and club teams in the area. 
Despite a small roster that started with 
eight healthy players, the Golden Eagles 
posted a 3-1 record winning the final 
three games of the trip.

TRIP TO DOMINICAN 
ABOUT ‘SO MUCH MORE 
THAN BASKETBALL’

F
ABOVE The ORU basketball team prays for their translator 
during a missions trip to the Dominican Republican. 
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didn’t take long for the Oral Roberts 
baseball team to retake its spot at the top 
of The Summit League. Two years removed 
from 15-straight NCAA appearances, the 

Golden Eagles dominated league action with a 25-5 mark on 
their way to a 41-16 overall record. 
 Challenged with one of the toughest nonconference 
schedules in the nation with 15 games against teams with an 
RPI in the top-100, ORU put together one of its most masterful 
regular seasons in recent history.  
 Throughout the regular season, ORU was among the nation 
leaders in several statistical categories. The team finished second 
in the nation with a .320 batting average, fifth in on base-
percentage (.406) and 11th in scoring with 7.3 runs per game. 
The pitching staff was among national leaders in limiting base 
runners with a strikeout-to-walk ratio of 2.81 which ranked 
18th in the country while the team put together seven shutouts 
on the year to put them at 12th nationally. 
 Overall, ORU swept nine opponents on the year including: 
Oklahoma State, Arkansas-Little Rock, SIU-Edwardsville, 
Omaha (2x), IPFW (2x) and Western Illinois (2x).
 The Golden Eagles capped off their return to The Summit 
League with their league record 16th Championship to earn 
the League’s automatic berth to the NCAA Tournament after 
defeating IPFW in the title game, 6-0.  The Golden Eagles 
improved to 52-2 all-time in The Summit League postseason 
tournament.
 For the 25th time in program history and the first time since 
the 2012 campaign, the Golden Eagles advanced to the NCAA 
Tournament. ORU was matched up with perineal powerhouses 
in Arkansas and regional host Oklahoma State while Big East 
Champions St. John’s joined them in Stillwater.
 Five Golden Eagles were selected in the MLB First Year 
Player Draft this spring. Anthony Sequeira was drafted in 
the 23rd round by the Phillies; Audie Afenir was taken by the 
Yankees in the 25th round; Xavier Altamirano went in the 27th 
round to the Athletics; Guillermo Trujillo went to the Orioles in 
the 35th round while senior Jacob McDavid was selected with 
the final pick of the draft by the Angels. This year’s class was the 
largest since 2009 when six Golden Eagles were taken.

 
The ORU women’s golf team had a shot at a championship, 
and although they finished as runners-up in The 
Summit League, there was plenty of reason to celebrate 
throughout the season.

Alejandra Acosta was named the 2015 Summit League 
Golfer of the Year, earning her third all-league honor and 
posting a season average of 74.7 strokes, the second 
lowest in school history. She tied the school record with 
a 67 in the ORU Shootout and became the first Golden 
Eagle to win Golfer of the Year honors since 2009.

The women won a pair of tournaments, including 
the MSU/Payne Stewart Memorial and the Jackrabbit 
Invitational, and finished outside of the top five just once, 
compiling a 98-19-1 overall record.

Perhaps the most encouraging thing about the 
success of the ORU women’s golf team is that there was 
not a senior on the roster, meaning everyone is eligible to 
return for 2015-16.

  The men’s season couldn’t have started any better, 
winning the Derek Dolenc/SIUE Invitational, winning by 
a shot over Missouri State. The Golden Eagles held the 
36-hole lead at The Summit League Championship, but 
finished runner-up. It was their fifth top-5 finish as a 
team during the season.

Scott Newell and Parker Dolezal picked up postseason 
honors for the men, with Newell earning first team All-
Summit League honors. Dolezal was a second team all-
league selection and also named to the All-Academic 
Team.

Newell’s career ends after having led ORU in scoring 
each of the last three years, improving each year as well. 
As a senior, Newell averaged 73.2 shots per round, the 
fifth best season average in ORU history.

Although the men lose six seniors next year, the future 
is bright with the addition of an outstanding signing class 
that is ready to build on the momentum from 2014-15. 

MEN’S AND WOMEN’S GOLF 
TEAMS TAKE SECOND

ORU BASEBALL 
SWEEPS SUMMIT 
LEAGUE TITLES

IT

ABOVE Page Matt Whatley was named a 2015 Louisville 
Slugger Freshman All-American by Collegiate Baseball.

Scott Newell Alejandra Acosta
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 “This is so surreal to see something I have dreamed about 
my whole life become a reality,” McIntyre said. “I’m so thankful 
to the Seattle Storm for giving me this opportunity.”
 McIntyre’s impact on the Golden Eagles helped return the 
program back to the postseason for the fifth time in six seasons, 
earning a bid in the Women’s Basketball Invitational. ORU 
advanced to the WBI Semifinals before falling in a heartbreaker, 
65-64, to the University of Louisiana.
 “We’re immensely proud of the breakout season she had 
this year to end her collegiate career on. She filled a need for 
us with her maturity and experience as we had so many young 
players on the floor for us this season,” said ORU Head Coach 
Misti Cussen.
 “We are thrilled for Vicky being drafted by Seattle. It’s a 
great opportunity for her, and it will be fantastic for our ORU 
community to be able to follow her in the WNBA and overseas 
this fall. It’s a great spring-time boost for our program and 
personnel to have this happen for Vicky, and we’re blessed to 
have her as a Golden Eagle alum.”
 McIntyre arrived at ORU after one season at the University 
of Florida where she received a B.A in advertising in December 
2013. 
 McIntyre was picked 20th overall with the eighth pick in 
the second round and becomes the highest ever Summit League 
player to be drafted and the second ever. 
 In June, McIntyre was waived from the Seattle Storm. 
In September, she arrived in Beijing to play basketball in the 
Women’s Chinese Basketball Association.

VICKY MCINTYRE 
SELECTED IN FIRST 

ROUND OF WNBA DRAFT

MAKING 
HISTORY 

V icky McIntyre created history for the ORU 
women’s basketball program this spring. She was 
selected 20th overall by the Seattle Storm in the 
2015 WNBA Draft. McIntyre became the first 

ORU player to ever have her name called on draft night and will 
be the third Golden Eagle to appear in a camp with a WNBA 
team. 
 McIntyre finished her collegiate eligibility with the Golden 
Eagles as she etched her name in ORU, Summit League and the 
NCAA record books in her final season. She finished with 536 
rebounds to set the ORU and Summit League single-season 
record, which was the second best mark ever in NCAA history. 
She averaged 15.8 rebounds per game while also setting the 
ORU and Summit League single-game record of 27 boards 
against Austin Peay in a November 29, 2014 game.

If there was any doubt as to the 
direction of the ORU track and field 
program, just look at the results from 
2014-15. Sophomore D’Khari Hicks 
was named the Summit League Men’s 
Track Athlete of the Year, sophomore 
Justin Estala earned USTFCCCA All-
America honors during the indoor 
season, and only one of the seven 
athletes who qualified for the NCAA 
West Preliminary Meet was a senior.

Between the indoor and outdoor 
seasons, ORU had 29 All-Summit 
League selections and had five 
Summit League Athletes of the 
Week, including freshman Sonwabiso 
Skhosana, who earned the first 
award of the season after his first 

collegiate race.
Senior Leif Peterson earned 

Academic All-League honors for 
the Golden Eagles after finishing 
his career with a perfect 4.0 GPA in 
engineering.

The impact that the ORU track 
programs made went beyond 
the competition though, as the 
team participated in ORU’s Spring 
Outreach among other community 
service activities. The coaching staff 
also got into the action as assistant 
Shawn Venable started a track camp 
in Belize and Head Coach Joe Dial 
and his wife, Shawna, spent a week 
with Serving Paraguay to hold a  
track clinic.

YOUNG TALENT SHINES FOR GOLDEN EAGLES

Leif Peterson

Head Coach Joe and Shawna Dial 
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ive days a week, you can find 
ORU freshman Sonwabiso 
Skhosana running with 

the ORU track team. Four days a week, 
he joins them for weight training. Yet, 
every single day, he is putting in extra 
time, extra miles and extra effort to 
accomplish a goal he has had since he was 
a child; Skhosana dreams of competing 
in the XXXI Summer Olympic Games. 
 Growing up in Durban, South 
Africa, Skhosana always knew he was a 
strong runner. 
 “I played soccer, cricket and rugby. 
I was good in all sports. What made me 
good in soccer and rugby was my ability 
to run fast. I finally chose to just focus 

on track and that is when great things 
started happening.” 
 One of those great things was 
connecting with South African track 
coach and ORU alumnus Chris White, 
who shared with Skhosana all about the 
Tulsa university. 
 “He told me I could grow my faith 
and do track, and I was very interested. I 
had a few other options but I chose ORU. 
“ I did a lot of research, saw it was a 
Christian school and I saw there was 
an opportunity to grow not only in 
academics and track, but spiritually too, 
so I was like ‘ORU is the place to be.’”
 Today, Skhosana is on a full ride 
scholarship running sprints for ORU and 
training for the 2016 Olympic Games in 
Rio de Janiero, Brazil. 
 In order to qualify for the South 
African Olympic team, Skhosana will 
need to run the 400-meter race in 45.50. 
Currently his personal best is 46.11. 
 “I’m working hard to get my time 
down,” said Skhosana.

Once he gets his time 
down to the qualifying 
time, he will submit it to 
the South African Sports 
Confederation and Olympic 
Committee to be considered 
for the national team. He 
hopes to make this time by 
January 2016. 
 Until then Skhosana 
says it’s his faith in God that 
continues to push him toward his goal.
“I have worked so hard all these years. It’s 
God’s gift to me, and I would like to use 
that gift to show him how I appreciate 
him. If I have a gift from God, why not 
use it?”
 When he is not on the track, 
Skhosana is dedicated to his studies. The 
accounting major took additional classes 
during the summer to “accelerate his 
degree.” He hopes to stay in the Tulsa 
area after graduation. 

RUNNING THE 
RACE TO WIN

F
ORU FRESHMAN DETERMINES 
TO REPRESENT COUNTRY IN 
2016 OLYMPICS
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2015

11 am   50TH ANNIVERSARY LAUNCH EVENT

1 - 4 pm  ACADEMIC LECTURES
  College of Nursing: Trustees Dining Room
  Speakers: Dr. Dean Prentice 
  & Laurie Idahosa

  College of Theology and Ministry: GC 3114
  Speaker: Dr. Lee Grady

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2015

1 - 4 pm  ACADEMIC LECTURE
  College of Arts and Cultural Studies
  Holy Spirit Room
  Speakers: Chris Van Gorder, 
  Kelly Wright & Panel 

7 - 10 pm  CELTIC WOMAN 10th ANNIVERSARY 
  WORLD TOUR
  Mabee Center

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2015

11 am - 12 pm CHAPEL

12:15 pm  ALUMNI LUNCHEON
  Mabee Center South Lobby
  Speaker: Stephen Mansfield 

1 - 4 pm  ACADEMIC LECTURES
  College of Education: TimkoBarton Auditorium 
  Speaker: Vondale Singleton

  College of Business: Trustees Dining Room
  Speaker: Kevin Krone

4:30 pm  FALL FESTIVAL
  Between EMR & Claudius
  Adults $8.15    Children $5.65

6:30 pm  DEPARTMENTAL SHOWCASE
  Various Locations: Christ’s Chapel Auditorium,
  Holy Spirit Room, Kennedy Chapel
  

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2015

10 am - 7 pm REGISTRATION 
  Hammer Center

1 - 4 pm  ACADEMIC LECTURE
  College of Science and Engineering
  Holy Spirit Room
  Speakers: Hall of Fame Initiation/Alumni 
  & Faculty lectures

3 - 5 pm  WOMEN’S SOCCER GAME VS. 
  SOUTH DAKOTA STATE
  Case Soccer Complex

3:30 - 7 pm ALPHA CLASS REUNION
  Timko-Barton

7 - 9 pm  50th ANNIVERSARY SERVICE
  Christ’s Chapel
  Speaker: Reinhard Bonnke

9:15 pm  ALUMNI ASSOCIATION RECEPTION
  Christ’s Chapel Lobby

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2015

8 am - 5 pm REGISTRATION 
  Hammer Center

10:30 am - 12 pm 50th ANNIVERSARY CHAPEL 
  Christ’s Chapel

12:15 - 2 pm PIONEERS - A REFLECTION OF 
  MEMORIES LUNCHEON
  Skyline 60

5:30 pm  50th ANNIVERSARY RECEPTIONS
  The Renaissance Hotel
  1. Alpha Class 
  2. Pioneers
  3. Former Student Leaders
  4. SA

7 pm  50th ANNIVERSARY GALA
  The Renaissance Hotel
  Grand Ballroom
 

50TH ANNIVERSARY GLOBAL  
CELEBRATION WEEK
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2015

8 am - 2 pm REGISTRATION 
  Hammer Center

8 am  ULTIMATE 5K ARENA CHALLENGE 
  Mabee Center Arena

8:30 - 10 am HEALTH SERVICES REUNION BREAKFAST 
  Fenimore Room

8:30 - 10 am LAW & GOVERNMENT REUNION BREAKFAST
   Trustees Dining Room

10 - 11:45 am BLUE & WHITE SCRIMMAGE
  Mabee Center Arena

11:30 - 1:30 pm WOMEN’S LUNCHEON
  Skyline 60  
  Speaker: Gigi Graham

12 - 1:30 pm MEN’S LUNCHEON
  Mabee Center Mezzanine 
  Speaker: Tim Elmore

1 - 3 pm  WING/FLOOR REUNIONS
  Dorms

1:30 - 3 pm INTERNATIONAL RECEPTION
  ORU International Center

3:15 pm  LINEUP FOR 50th ANNIVERSARY PARADE 
  Upper Lot

4 pm  50th ANNIVERSARY PARADE 
  Start in Upper Lot end at Groundbreaking site

4:45 pm  GROUNDBREAKING
  New track facility

5:15 pm  CELEBRATION PICNIC
  J.L. Johnson Stadium

5:30 pm   50th ANNIVERSARY CONCERT
  J. L. Johnson Stadium                         

8 pm  FIREWORKS
  J. L. Johnson Stadium

    All locations and times are 
    subject to change.
    For the latest information 
    please visit oru.edu/50

50TH ANNIVERSARY 
CONCERT PERFORMERS

Brian Nhira
Amick Byram
Larry Morbitt
Kieth Childress (Souls A’Fire)
Planetshakers
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SETH ABLORH
Growing up in Teshie, Ghana, Dr. Seth Ablorh (’85 
M.D.) was inspired to study medicine when he 
saw how desperately the people needed proper 

medical care. He began his medical studies in 
the former Soviet Union, where his faith also drove 

him to minister to persecuted churches. He completed his Doctor 
of Medicine degree at ORU’s former School of Medicine, did his 
residency in Chicago, Illinois and returned home to found Manna 
Mission Inc. Ghana, for which he also serves as president. Today, 
Manna Mission operates a 40-bed hospital, a Christian school, 
Manna Mission Academy and several churches.  

DANIEL AMEN
Dr. Daniel Amen (’82 M.D.) is the founder and 
CEO of Amen Clinics, located in five states. He is 
a physician, television producer, double board-

certified psychiatrist and a Distinguished Fellow 
of the American Psychiatric Association. He has 

authored or co-authored over 60 professional articles and more 
than 30 books, including nine New York Times bestsellers; among 
these are “Magnificent Mind at Any Age,” “The Daniel Plan” and 
“Change Your Brain, Change Your Life.” Amen has also conducted 
research on brain injuries in professional football players, 
proposing rehabilitation solutions. 

MICHELE BACHMANN
Michele Bachmann (’86 J.D.) was elected to the 
Minnesota State Senate in 2000, and then became 
the first Republican woman to be elected to the 

United States House of Representatives from 
Minnesota, where she served from 2007-2015. In 

addition to her Juris Doctorate, Bachmann earned an L.L.M. in 
Tax Law at the College of William and Mary. In 2012, she became 
the first ORU alumna to run for President of the United States. 
Bachmann and her husband, Marcus, have five biological children 
and have been foster parents to more than twenty children. 

ANDRETTI BAIN
Andretti Bain (’07, ’09 MBA), a native of Nassau, 
Bahamas, is an Olympic medalist and 11-time 
All-American. He won a silver medal in the 4x400 

meter relay with the Bahamian team in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics. Competing for the ORU track 

team, he was the 2008 NCAA indoor and outdoor 400 meter national 

champion—ORU’s first-ever national champion in any sport. Bain 
set numerous school and conference records and twice received 
recognition as the Summit League Athlete of the Year (outdoor 
track and field). Bain won 11 Summit League championships and 
was inducted into the ORU Athletics Hall of Fame in 2014. 
 

S. LEE BRAXTON (SHERROD) (POSTHUMOUS) 
S. Lee Braxton was the president of, or an official 
in, 22 companies. From humble beginnings, 
he attended Bible college and became an auto 

mechanic. Ever thrifty, he saved money, bought 
property, and by 1950, he owned an auto parts store. 

With continued business success, Braxton became a millionaire. 
He also served as the mayor of Whiteville, North Carolina. In 1949, 
Braxton attended one of Oral Roberts’ crusades. After a lengthy 
conversation with Roberts about his ministry, Braxton was invited 
to join the team. Braxton served as a vice president for the Full 
Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship International. He was the 
founding chairman of the ORU Board of Regents, serving as such 
from 1962 to 1979. Braxton received an honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree from ORU in 1975. The former Braxton Hall, one of ORU’s 
first three buildings, was named for him.

JAMES BUSKIRK 
Dr. James B. Buskirk was the first professor 

of the Arthur J. Moore Chair of Evangelism 
at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta and 

founding dean of ORU’s School of Theology (1976-
1984), which rapidly achieved accreditation from 

the Association of Theological Schools in the United States and 
Canada and introduced a Doctor of Ministry degree program. 
Post-ORU, Buskirk was Senior Minister at First United Methodist 
Church in Tulsa, Oklahoma (1984-2001). The church grew from 
5,300 members to nearly 8,900 during his tenure and expanded 
its facilities and ministries to better serve the community. Buskirk 
served the Oklahoma Annual Conference in many capacities and 
has received awards for his ministry in evangelism. 

AMICK BYRAM
Amick Byram (’77) is a recording artist and two-

time Grammy nominee. He has contributed vocally 
to several Broadway cast albums, including “Civil 

War,” “Sunset Boulevard” and “Jekyll and Hyde,” to 
commercials and to more than 100 episodes of “The 

Simpsons.” He has sung for hundreds of recordings including the 

The ORU 50th Anniversary Lifetime Global Achievement Awards honor individuals or organizations that 
have made a significant impact in the history of Oral Roberts University and in the world in positive ways as 
an extension of the University and its mission. Honorees have shown outstanding excellence or deep impact 
in one or more of the following areas: intellectual advancement, spiritual vibrancy, physical discipline, 
social adeptness, professional excellence, global focus, University support and/or healing initiative.

LIFETIME GLOBAL 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
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films “The Lion King,” “Aladdin,” “Beauty and the Beast,” “Shrek,” 
“Pocahontas,” “Hercules,” “Mulan” and “The Greatest Game Ever 
Played.” He is perhaps best known for singing the role of Moses in 
the animated film, “The Prince of Egypt.” Byram has recorded two 
original albums, “Encounter” and “Hymns Renewed.” 

CARDONE FAMILY 
Michael Cardone, Jr. (’70) and wife Jacqueline 
Cardone (’69) co-founded CARDONE Industries 
with the late Michael Cardone, Sr., in 1970. Today 

the family business, spanning three generations, 
is the largest family-owned remanufacturer of 

automotive parts in the world. Jacqueline Cardone serves on 
the CARDONE Board of Directors, is president of the CARDONE 
Foundation, and is a trustee emeritus of the ORU Board of 
Trustees. Michael and Jacqueline’s son, Michael Cardone III (’96), 
previously served as the president and is now the Executive Vice 
Chairman of CARDONE Industries. He also serves on the ORU 
Board of Trustees. 

DELTA CAVNER
Dr. Delta Cavner (’72) has a passion  for missions , 
serving initially in  Europe.  Over the years, she has 
persevered through trials and losses including the  

loss of  a husband, daughter,  and grandson.  Being 
a professor has opened  many opportunities and 

over the past 15 years, she has used summers and sabbaticals 
for mission projects, primarily in China. She received the 
prestigious Fulbright Award to teach in Ethiopia. She has written 
children’s books ,  published peer-reviewed articles , and  present 
ed  at  international  conferences .  She is an ordained minister and 
recently resigned as a tenured professor from Southwest Baptist 
University to teach at Addis Ababa Bible College, plant a Chinese 
church in Ethiopia, and continue making strategic trips into China.

MATHEWS CHACKO
In 1983, Mathews Chacko (’70) opened Bethany 
Academy, a K-12 English residential school in 
Kerala, India, that now serves more than 900 

students. This school is a Christian institution, 
committed to the development of the whole person. 

The academy has become one of the top schools in India and 
accepts students regardless of race, religion, creed, gender or 
disability. In addition to serving as chairman for the academy, 
Chacko serves as managing director for Powervision, the first 
and only evangelical Christian TV station in India. The government 
licenses the station, bringing the gospel to more than 50 million 
people. 

DON COLBERT
Dr. Don Colbert (’80, ’84 M.D.) has practiced 
medicine in Central Florida for over 20 years. 
Board-certified in family practice for more than 

25 years, he specializes in anti-aging medicine. 
Colbert is a New York Times bestselling author who 

has written over 40 books. He has ministered health and healing to 
thousands. He is a frequent guest on programs with John Hagee, 
Joyce Meyer, Kenneth Copeland and many others. Colbert has 
been featured on “The Dr. Oz Show,” “FOX News,” “ABC World 
News,” the “BBC,” and in The Atlanta Journal Constitution and 
Reader’s Digest.

PHIL COOKE
Writer/speaker/director Phil Cooke (’76) has 
produced media programming in nearly 50 
countries around the world. He’s been shot at, 

survived two military coups and fallen out of a 
helicopter. His company, Cooke Pictures, has helped 

some of the largest nonprofit organizations use media to tell their 
story. Cooke lectures at many prestigious universities and has 
authored three books. “One Big Thing: Discovering What You Were 
Born to Do” was named one of the Top Five Business Books for 
2012 by the Washington Post. Cooke holds a Ph.D. in theology and 
is a member of the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences.

KENNETH COOPER
Kenneth H. Cooper, M.D., MPH, has inspired 

millions to exercise, beginning with his bestseller 
“Aerobics.” He is a pioneer of preventive medicine 

and helped get physical education in Texas schools 
through the passage of Senate Bill 530. In 1970, he 

trained the Brazilian soccer team to a World Cup victory. During 
his service in the U.S. Army and Air Force, Cooper served as a 
flight surgeon and director of the Aerospace Medical Laboratory. 
In 1970, he founded the Cooper Aerobics Center and coined the 
term “aerobics,” submitting the definition to the Oxford English 
Dictionary. He inspired ORU’s founder to add aerobics to the 
university’s curriculum.

DAUGHERTY FAMILY 
Billy Joe (’74, ’92 M.A., ’02 D.Min.) and Sharon 

(’76) Daugherty founded Victory Christian Center 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1981. They went on to 

establish Victory Christian School, Victory Bible 
College (VBC), the International Victory Bible 

Institute and the Tulsa Dream Center. In 2007, Billy Joe served 
as ORU’s interim president until Ralph Fagin assumed the role. 
Sharon served as lead pastor after Billy Joe’s passing in 2009. The 
Daughertys have four children, all of whom are in ministry: Sarah 
Wehrli (’00), Ruthie Sanders (’02), John Daugherty (’07) and Paul 
Daugherty (’08). Paul and his wife Ashley began serving as lead 
pastors of Victory Christian Center in 2014. Sharon continues to 
teach at VBC and is the Oklahoma State Director for Christians 
United for Israel. 

BERNIS DUKE
Bernis Duke spent 33 years as ORU’s men’s tennis 
coach, compiling a 563-225 record. He’s ranked 
sixth among NCAA Division I coaches in career 

wins. The 2002 Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Hall of Fame inductee enjoyed winning seasons 

in his first 28 years as head coach. His teams made several 
appearances in the Top 10 rankings and featured future ORU 
Hall of Famers Peter Van Lingen and Pekka Saila. Duke holds 
a reputation as a compassionate and loyal member of the ORU 
family. When he stepped down from coaching tennis, he began 
teaching badminton. He’s been a favorite of ORU students for 
many generations.
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RALPH AND DARLENE FAGIN
Dr. Ralph Fagin (’70) served as an ORU professor in 
the Behavioral Sciences Department for 10 years 
before moving into administration, serving in a 

variety of positions. He became provost in 1998. He 
served as interim president for 18 months during a 

leadership transition, from 2008 until the installation of President 
Mark Rutland in 2009. In all, Ralph Fagin served the University for 
more than 40 years. Ralph and Darlene (’74) have two children, 
Andrew (’11, ’14 M.A.) and Elissa (’09, ’13 MBA). Darlene also 
served the University in various capacities and was a chairwoman 
for the Hospitality House in Tulsa.

RICHARD “RICK” FENIMORE
Richard “Rick” Fenimore (’77, ’79 MBA) is the 
president and co-founder of Trinity Chemical 
Industries, located in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Founded 

in 1985, Trinity Chemical provides railcar leasing 
and logistics management services in handling bulk 

liquids and chemicals. At his alma mater, Fenimore has been very 
active in the Alumni Association, as both a member and chairman 
of its Board of Directors. He has served on the Alumni Foundation 
Board (1994-2015) and is a charter member of the Golden Eagles 
Champions Club and Golden Eagle Club. Fenimore joined the ORU 
Board of Regents in 2004. He served on the Board of Trustees from 
2008-2015 and is now a member of the Board of Reference. 

RICHARD FUQUA
Richard Fuqua (’74), referred to as “The Man Who 

Built Mabee Center,” was a three-time basketball 
All-American and the NCAA’s second-leading 

scorer in 1972. He is ORU’s all-time leading scorer 
at the Division I level. During his career, Fuqua 

averaged 27 points per game…before there was a three-point 
shot. Between 1969 and 1973, Fuqua scored 3,004 points in a 111-
game career. In 1971, he scored 60 points in a game against the 
University of the South. After finishing college, he was drafted by 
the NBA’s Boston Celtics. To honor Fuqua, his jersey, No. 24, was 
retired by ORU.

KATHIE LEE GIFFORD
Kathie Lee Gifford has enjoyed a four-decade career 
as a television host, actress, singer, playwright, 
songwriter and author. Though best known for her 

15 years on “Regis and Kathie Lee,” she currently 
serves as the three-time Emmy-winning co-host of 

the fourth hour of the “TODAY” show. She is a New York Times 
bestselling author of many books including “Party Animals” and 
“The Legend of Messy M’Cheany.” Gifford devotes much of her 
time to the Association to Benefit Children, which spawned the 
Cody Foundation. The resources from the Association benefit 
foundations that provide care for children with severe disabilities 
and medical problems.

MART GREEN
Mart Green is the Chief Strategic Officer for the 
Green Family businesses. He established Mardel, 
a Christian educational supply chain, in 1981 and 

serves as the board chair of Hobby Lobby, a chain 
of arts and crafts stores. Green also works to build a 

Digital Bible Library with the alliance of Every Tribe Every Nation, 
with the goal of making the Bible accessible to every people group 
in the world. Green served as the board chair of the ORU Board 
of Trustees from 2008-2014. Green is also the producer and CEO 
for Every Tribe Entertainment. The company made the feature film 
“End of the Spear” and the companion documentary, “Beyond the 
Gates of Splendor.”

CARL HAMILTON
Dr. Carl Hamilton served as ORU’s chief academic 
officer for almost 30 years. He moved to Tulsa in 
1960 to work with the Oral Roberts Evangelistic 

Association. Hamilton was OREA’s manager of 
publications and editor of Abundant Life magazine 

before becoming an ORU assistant professor in 1966. Through his 
career at ORU, he served as assistant dean of the School of Arts 
and Sciences, dean and executive vice president, provost and vice 
president of academic affairs. He was intricately involved in the 
process that led to ORU’s initial accreditation in 1971. Hamilton 
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from ORU in 1998. 

MARILYN HICKEY
Marilyn Hickey began hosting a television program 
in 1973, and in 1996 was joined by her daughter 
Sarah Bowling. Today their show may be viewed 

on Trinity Broadcasting Network, Daystar Network 
and many other networks around the world. She 

holds the record for tenure on ORU’s original Board of Regents, 
and also served as chair of the board (1988-2007) longer than 
any other chair. Marilyn Hickey and her late husband, Wallace 
Hickey, founded Full Gospel Chapel, later renamed Orchard Road 
Christian Center. 

SCOTT HOWARD
Son of William Howard, the donor for whom 
Howard Auditorium was named, Scott Howard 
(’79) is the president of Commercial Roofers, 

Inc. His grandfather started a roofing business in 
1959, making Howard a third-generation contractor. 

Commercial Roofers, Inc. received the National Commercial 
Roofing Contractor of the Year award. Howard gave back to his 
alma mater by serving as ORU’s representative and consultant in 
working with the insurance company to assess damages after a 
violent hailstorm hit the campus in 2005. Howard served on the 
ORU Board of Trustees as the chair of the Finance Committee from 
2008 until April 2015. Now, he serves on the Board of Reference. 

IN HIS IMAGE  
In His Image Family Medicine Residency Program 
(IHI) is a Christian community-based training 
program that considers itself an offshoot of 

Oral Roberts University. During their residency, 
residents help provide free, high-quality medical 

care and at the same time, share the hope and love of Christ with 
patients in the Greater Tulsa area. In His Image International (IHII) 
focuses on bringing healing to the world. Over the past 30 years, 
more than 5,000 medical professionals have been trained by In His 
Image medical teams and over 16,000 individuals have received 
life-changing medical care.
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BILL KUERT
Bill Kuert (’68 M.Div.) has dedicated his life to 
sharing the gospel in Africa and has served in 
Kenya since 1978. After earning his degree from 

ORU, he received his missionary accreditation from 
the Assemblies of God World Missions. Kuert served 

for four years as the Protestant Chaplain for Nairobi University. 
He worked with East Africa School of Theology (EAST) located in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Bill and his wife, Barbara, were actively involved in 
collecting support for the construction of KAG (Kenya Assemblies 
of God) EAST University, which opened in January of 2015.

TERRY LAW
Terry Law (’69) is the founder of World Compassion 
Terry Law Ministries and one of the most 
influential missions leaders to nations hostile to 

the gospel in the last 45 years. He has dared to 
do the impossible in some of the most dangerous 

environments in the world, impacting over 40 nations including 
Russia, North Korea, Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq and Ukraine. Law is 
passionate about equipping the next generation to minister the 
gospel with the same boldness that has characterized his life of 
ministry. He has authored several books, including “The Story 
of Jesus” which has sold over 27 million copies worldwide in 52 
languages.  

DENNIS LINDSAY
Dr. Dennis Gordon Lindsay (’04 M.A., ’14 D.Min.) is 
the president and CEO of Christ for the Nations, 
Inc. (CFNI), a worldwide missions organization 

and Bible Institute headquartered in Dallas, Texas. 
In 1999, he received an honorary doctorate in Divinity 

from Beacon College for decades of significant contributions to 
global Christian education and ministry. As a missions-focused 
leader, he has ministered in over 74 nations. Lindsay has published 
17 volumes of a projected 25-volume series on the subject of 
creation science. 

MADELINE MANNING MIMS
Madeline Manning Mims (’11 M.Div.) was a member 
of four U.S. Olympic Teams. She is the only 
American woman to win gold in the 800 meters, 

which she did in 1968. She won a silver medal in 
the 4x400 meter relay in 1972. Mims is a National 

Track and Field Hall of Fame and Olympic Hall of Fame member. 
She founded the United States Council for Sports Chaplaincy and 
has been a chaplain for seven Olympic Games. This ORU graduate 
has spoken at ORU Athletic Chapel and other events. Mims is also 
a gospel recording artist and was inducted into the Oklahoma Jazz 
Hall of Fame in 2005. 

STEPHEN MANSFIELD
Dr. Stephen Mansfield (’81) is a New York Times 
bestselling author and speaker who coaches 
leaders worldwide. He came to the world’s 

attention with his book, “The Faith of George W. 
Bush,” a bestseller that Time magazine credited 

with helping shape the 2004 U.S. presidential election. His latest 
book, “The Miracle of the Kurds,” was released just as Kurdish 
troops were taking a stand against ISIS. It was named “Book of 

the Year” by Rudaw, the leading Kurdish news service. Mansfield 
speaks on men, leadership, faith, the power of heritage and more. 
His firm, The Mansfield Group, is based in Washington, D.C.

J. D. MCKEAN
Dr. J. D. McKean, founder of the Oklahoma Chapter 
of the American College of Emergency Physicians, 
has served on numerous national committees 

and spent six years on the national ACEP Board 
of Directors, serving as national vice president 

in 1986-87. In 1989, he received the James D. Mills Outstanding 
Contribution to Emergency Medicine Award, the second-highest 
honor awarded to an Emergency Physician. In 1997, he founded 
The JDM Foundation, which has provided scholarship funding to 
hundreds of ORU students. McKean is also founder and chairman 
of the board of The Eagle Sky Foundation, whose mission is 
building a Christian Challenge Camp and Conference Center in 
the heart of the Ozarks. He is currently Chairman of the Board of 
Frontier State Bank in Oklahoma City and of Washita State Bank in 
Burns Flat, Oklahoma.

JOHN AND RUTH MERRELL 
John and Ruth Merrell were both members of 

ORU’s “Alpha Class.” They married in 1966 and 
spent several years serving in the music industry. 

In 1978, they were appointed missionaries with 
the Assemblies of God, serving for 38 years in 

more than 85 nations. They have dedicated their lives to bringing 
music ministry around the world with an emphasis on reaching 
the illiterate. The couple has ministered to oral learners through 
technology such as solar-powered mp3 players and cellphones. 
They were the directors for International Media Ministries, 
pioneered the Oral Learners Initiative and spent six years with 
tribal groups in Africa. 

DON MOEN
Don Moen is a singer/songwriter and producer of 
Christian worship music who has written more 
than 100 songs, recorded multiple albums and 

led worship on six continents. He received a Dove 
Award for his work on the musical “God With Us” and 

has received several other Dove Award nominations. He has been 
featured on FOX News, NPR, and in USA Today. His concerts and 
seminars have taken him to Ghana, South Korea, Brazil, Australia, 
Japan, Honduras and beyond. Moen also founded Worship in Action 
to “care for orphans, respond to natural disasters, and bring hope 
to people trapped in the cycle of poverty.”

MIKE MOORE
Mike Moore was a 1981 Baseball All-American 
at ORU and was the first player selected in the 
1981 Major League Baseball Draft. Moore ranks 

as ORU’s highest draft pick in any sport, chosen 
by the Seattle Mariners. During his 14 seasons as 

a pitcher in the major leagues, he was an American League All-
Star (1989) and pitched for the World Series champion Oakland 
Athletics. Moore also pitched for the Detroit Tigers. He was a first 
team All-American at ORU and is the only baseball player to have 
his number retired at ORU.
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MYLES MUNROE (POSTHUMOUS)
Dr. Myles Munroe (’78) was a gifted motivational 
speaker and consultant to governments and 
Fortune 500 companies who authored over three 

dozen books. He founded Bahamas Faith Ministries 
International and Myles Munroe International. 

Munroe was the Bahamas’ youngest recipient of the Queen’s 
Birthday Honors of the Order of the British Empire Award for his 
spiritual and social contributions to the national development 
of the Bahamas. He received the Bahamian government’s Silver 
Jubilee Award for providing 25 years of service to the Bahamas in 
spiritual, social and religious development. Munroe and his wife 
Ruth lost their lives in a plane crash in 2014. 

DAVID OSBORNE
David Osborne (’81) is known as “Pianist to the 
Presidents,” having played at the White House 
more than any other pianist—for the Reagan, 

Bush and Clinton administrations, among others. 
The Steinway Artist has been a favorite of former 

President Jimmy Carter since 1986. In 2012, Osborne was 
recognized as Concert Pianist of the Year at the L.A. Music Awards. 
He has performed for the American Breast Cancer Awareness 
Foundation, “The 700 Club,” the Steinway and Sons International 
convention and many more. A fixture at Caesars Palace for 12 
years, Osborne currently performs at the Bellagio Hotel and 
Casino on the Las Vegas Strip. He has sold almost five million 
records throughout his career. 
 

PAUL OSTEEN
Dr. Paul Osteen (’78, ’82 M.D.) was on ORU’s first 
missions team. He spent 17 years as a surgeon 
before joining the pastoral team at Lakewood 

Church in Texas. Paul Osteen is the older brother 
of Joel Osteen, lead pastor of Lakewood. Paul 

serves at the church, providing insight to the pastoral team. He 
has been pivotal to the growth of Lakewood and is a constant 
support for his brother Joel. Osteen and his family have been 
called to serve around the world at mission hospitals, schools and 
orphanages. Each year, he spends months in Africa, caring for 
patients, performing surgeries and visiting orphanages with his 
wife Jennifer and their children. 

WINNIE PERDUE
Winnie Perdue worked at the City of Faith before 
taking a job at ORU. She served for a total of 28 
years. This great-great-granddaughter of the 

famous Cherokee, Sequoyah, was a marvel to all 
during her tenure in the Alumni Relations office, 

quoting lengthy passages of poetry and lines from popular movies, 
displaying up-to-the-minute knowledge of current events and 
cultural trends and earning medals in race walking, weightlifting 
and other events at the Senior Olympics. Her demonstrations of 
appreciation for staff at every level made her popular with all. 
Although she left ORU in 2010, she returns each year to help with 
Homecoming...to the delight of alumni.  

CINDY PERRY
Dr. Cindy Perry (’74) journeyed to Project Kibbutz 
in Israel in 1978, served in the Nepali churches 
in 1980 as a member of the International Nepal 

Fellowship and served as coordinator of the Nepal 
Church History Project. She founded Himalayan 

Ministries and was the director for 10 years. In 2005, she joined 
Development Associates International (DAI) as senior consultant 
for the Himalayan Region. In 2015, Perry was appointed South 
Asia regional director for DAI. She continues to serve and walk 
alongside national leaders throughout the region. She is the 
leader of a DAI program, Leadership Himalaya, focusing on the 
development of young Christian leaders. 

LAURA PRATT NELSON
Laura Pratt Nelson (’88 MSN), along with the 

medical team at Roca Blanca Mission Base in 
Oaxaca, Mexico, has ministered to approximately 

80,000 patients since 1991. Many have come to 
know Jesus Christ through their quality medical 

care, spiritual counseling and prayer. Through Roca Blanca’s 
efforts, churches have been planted, a Bible school launched and 
a 24/7 House of Prayer has been built. Nelson directs the clinic 
where training is an important part of her work. ORU College of 
Nursing students go on medical missions to the clinic and receive 
quality training while serving the community. 

RUTH ROOKS 
At 15 years of age, Ruth Rooks volunteered to help 
evangelist Oral Roberts by typing letters to assist 
his budding ministry. She would transcribe letters 

as the evangelist dictated them. Roberts hired 
Rooks as a full-time secretary, and she continued 

to serve in this capacity for decades, including Roberts’ time as 
President of ORU. She was the only secretary Roberts ever had. 
“Her efficiency is only exceeded by her Christian character,” 
Chancellor Roberts once said of her. Rooks, now 85 years old, has 
lived in Oklahoma her entire life.

ROBERT “BROTHER BOB” STAMPS
Dr. Robert Stamps served as ORU’s second 
chaplain for 13 years. He helped establish many 
ORU traditions, including the summer missions 

program. Stamps earned a doctorate in Systematic 
Theology from Saint John’s College (England). He 

is a lecturer and presenter who is especially appreciated for his 
beloved hymn, “God and Man at Table Are Sat Down.” He authored 
“The Sacrament of the Word Made Flesh: The Eucharistic Theology 
of Thomas F. Torrance.” A pastor at heart, he served as Dean of 
Chapel at Asbury Theological Seminary and now resides in Virginia 
with his wife, Ellen. 

LARRY STOCKSTILL
Larry Stockstill (’75) and his wife, Melanie, served 

as senior pastors of Bethany World Prayer Center 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana from 1983 until he 

passed leadership of the 7,000-member church 
to his son Jonathan in 2011. Since 1984, Bethany 

has given nearly $63 million to missions and has supported over 
300 outreaches. In 2001, Stockstill launched the Surge Project, an 
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international church-planting venture. Since its inception, Surge 
has planted over 22,000 churches in more than 35 nations. Today, 
while directing the Surge Project and serving as a teaching pastor 
at Bethany, Stockstill travels across the U.S. and around the world. 

JIM STOVALL 
Onetime national champion Olympic weightlifter 
Jim Stovall (’81) is the president of the Emmy 
Award-winning Narrative Television Network and 

a highly sought-after platform speaker. He is the 
author of over 30 books, including the bestseller 

“The Ultimate Gift,”  which became a major motion picture. The 
President’s Committee on Equal Opportunity selected Stovall as 
the Entrepreneur of the Year for his work in making television 
accessible to our nation’s 13 million blind and visually impaired 
people. He was also chosen as the International Humanitarian of 
the Year, joining Jimmy Carter, Nancy Reagan, and Mother Teresa 
as recipients of this honor. 

CLIFTON TAULBERT
Clifton Taulbert (’71) was born on the Mississippi 
Delta during the era of legal segregation. 
Opportunities were few and barriers were 

plentiful, but Taulbert was undaunted. Today, 
he is the president and CEO of the Freemount 

Corporation, a human capital development company that serves 
clients nationally and internationally. He was the first African-
American to win the Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters Award 
for Non-Fiction. His books include “Once Upon A Time When We 
Were Colored” (made into a major motion picture) and the Pulitzer 
Prize-nominated “The Last Train North.”  

TED TIMMERMANS
Ted T. Timmermans (’78) is the Chief Accounting 
Officer for Williams Partners GP LLC. He served as 
the vice president, controller and chief accounting 

officer for Williams Partners GP LLC. His groups 
also provide accounting services for the corporate 

business activities and facilitate technical accounting to support 
the Williams finance organization. He was previously a director 
at the former Williams Employee Credit Union and frequently 
volunteers at Tulsa community events. He is a Certified Public 
Accountant and is a member of the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants and the Oklahoma Society of Certified Public 
Accountants.

KEN TRICKEY (POSTHUMOUS)
Coach Ken Trickey was “one of the most influential 

and colorful characters in this state’s basketball 
history,” according to the Tulsa World. In 1969, 

he became ORU’s men’s basketball head coach. 
Between 1969 and 1974, his teams won more 

games than any other teams in the country except UCLA. They 
led the nation in scoring in 1972. In 1974, the ORU Titans made 
it to the Elite Eight of the NCAA Tournament by beating Syracuse 
University in the first round and the University of Louisville in the 
second round. Trickey was inducted into the ORU Athletics Hall of 
Fame in 2009. He passed away on December 4, 2012. 

FRANK WALLACE
Architect Frank Wallace designed a campus that 
was future-focused, divinely inspired and magnetic 
to prospective students, donors and visitors alike. 

Prior to ORU’s construction, Wallace visited scores 
of leading universities to gather inspiration. He 

worked closely with founder Oral Roberts in designing every major 
building on campus, and virtually every building carries symbolic 
meaning. The Learning Resources Center was named “the most 
innovative facility of its kind” by the Ford Foundation and the 
Prayer Tower remains a Tulsa landmark. In 1977, Wallace received 
an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from ORU.

PANSY “MISS PANSY” WALLACE 
Pansy Wallace has served ORU students for over 
40 years. During her time at ORU, she has served 
in the dining hall in several different capacities. 

Wallace’s roles as front of house supervisor and 
cashier have created the most opportunities for 

her to interact with students. Her kind words have left decades 
of students with the indelible mark of ORU. Her love for students, 
staff and faculty has made her impactful in showing the love of 
Christ every day. She makes it a point to learn students’ names as 
they come and go through the dining hall. 

LARRY WAYNE MORBITT
Singer/actor Larry Wayne Morbitt (’74) played the 
role of Ubaldo Piangi in “The Phantom of the 
Opera” on Broadway for eight years and then 

spent six years reprising his role in “Phantom—
The Las Vegas Spectacular!” The résumé of 

this ORU alumnus also lists 15 years as a minister of music in 
churches, two CDs, performances for notable personalities such 
as the Vice President of the United States and the former Empress 
Farah Diba of Iran, and leading roles in “Fiddler on the Roof” and 
other musical theater productions. He is currently working to 
bring a new show called “Las Vegas Christmas Spectacular”—with 
contemporary and traditional music as well as the Nativity—to the 
Vegas Strip.

KELLY WRIGHT
After beginning his college career at ORU in the 
1970s, Kelly Wright (’08) left school early to serve 
in the U.S. Army and then pursue his passion 

for journalism. Following stints with local TV 
stations, he joined FOX News Channel, where he is 

a general assignment reporter and co-host on “America’s News 
Headquarters.” He has secured many high-profile interviews, 
including a 2007 exclusive with First Lady Laura Bush, and has 
covered stories such as the U.S. handover of sovereignty to Iraq. He 
co-produced a documentary and news series on the transatlantic 
slave trade and has earned two local Emmy Awards. 



50th Anniversary 
Campaign Going Strong, 
Preparing ORU for 
Greater Global Impact

Oral Roberts University began with a big dream: “raise up your 
students to hear My voice, to go where My light is dim, where My 
voice is heard small, and My healing power is not known, even to the 
uttermost bounds of the earth. Their work will exceed yours, and in 
this I am well pleased.”
     Fifty years later, the physical campus has expanded, enrollment 
is booming, alumni are serving God in an amazing 102 nations, 
and under the guidance of ORU’s fourth president, Dr. William M. 
Wilson, the University’s future looks brighter than ever.
      As the University approached its golden anniversary, the time was 
fitting to launch a 50th anniversary campaign, appropriately titled 
“To the Uttermost Bounds of the Earth.” 
     “We are dreaming once again at ORU,” Wilson said, “and ready 

to become a leader among the world’s universities in technology, 
global learning opportunities and scholarship. Envisioning the next 

50 years, I feel confident that the best is yet to come! Through this 
campaign, ORU will have the resources required to make Spirit-

empowered Whole Person Education more accessible to a broader 
global audience.”

     The campaign’s four components—Globalization of Whole Person 
Education, Quest Whole Person Scholarship Program, enhanced 

physical campus, and strengthened University endowment—have 
inspired alumni and friends to commit more than $40 million 

toward the campaign goals: $50 million for immediate growth and 
$20 million for the endowment. 

     “This is a Year of Jubilee at ORU,” Wilson said. “While we celebrate 
the accomplishments of the past and honor those who built a solid 

foundation for this University, we are most excited to see what God 
is calling us to do around the globe in the 21st century.” 

     The University is operating from a position of strength, with no 
long-term debt, no deficit and no reliance on lines of credit. More 

than $100 million has been spent on campus improvements since 
2008. Enrollment has been on the rise since 2009. ORU Online, 

utilizing a proprietary online learning portal, saw a 108 percent 

TO THE 
UTTERMOST 
BOUNDS 
OF THE 
EARTH

TO THE 
UTTERMOST 
BOUNDS 
OF THE 
EARTH
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increase in enrollment this year, was named to Oklahoma’s 
Top Ten Online Colleges by BestSchools.com, and earned 
“Best Online Colleges in Oklahoma” accolades from 
AffordableCollegesOnline.com. 
     “It’s incredibly exciting to be at ORU as we celebrate 
our 50th anniversary,” said Wilson. “The mission that the 
University was founded on is alive and well. And we are 
looking forward to seeing what God has in store for the 
next 50 years.” 
     As ORU looks outward, the technological infrastructure 
needed for two-way communication is being put into 

place on campus to create a seamless “ORU to the world, 
the world to ORU” experience. The new Global Learning 

Center, scheduled to open in the spring of 2016, is 
transforming the former Baby Mabee broadcast studio into 

a one-of-a-kind education hub, featuring a video recording 
studio, distance-education classrooms, a performance hall 

and a virtual/augmented reality classroom. The latter is of 
special value because studies have shown that students 

who are immersed in virtual learning environments are 
100 percent more engaged with the subject and see their 

test scores improve by 30 percent.  
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    Within the campaign are two mini-campaigns. One involves 
business professor Dr. George Gillen, who estimates that about 
14,000 students have passed through his classroom in the past 50 
years. To honor this professor for his service at ORU, the University 

is raising $500,000 in order to name the virtual reality/augmented 
reality classroom after Gillen. 

     Coach Bernis Duke also arrived at ORU in 1965 and has impacted 
the lives of thousands of students, from the players on his early 

tennis teams to recent students in his badminton classes. ORU 
wants to honor his service by raising $500,000 to name the new 

Tennis Complex for him. 
     Donors also have the opportunity to sponsor a Quest scholarship, 

individual tennis courts within the new tennis complex, the 
Global Learning Center, and the apartment-style residence for 

upperclassmen. 
     “It’s wonderful to have the opportunity to leave a legacy for 

your family or a loved one, by naming a scholarship, room, court or 
building after them,” said ORU Vice President of Development and 

Alumni Relations Laura Brash Bishop.
     Another campaign goal is to achieve 100 percent participation 

from ORU schools and departments—23 have joined to date, 
including the Board of Trustees, President’s Cabinet and the 

Alumni Board, “with more coming in every day,” Bishop said. Local 

“ENVISIONING THE NEXT 50 
YEARS, I FEEL CONFIDENT 
THAT THE BEST IS YET TO 
COME! THROUGH THIS 
CAMPAIGN, ORU WILL 
HAVE THE RESOURCES 
REQUIRED TO MAKE SPIRIT-
EMPOWERED WHOLE 
PERSON EDUCATION MORE 
ACCESSIBLE TO A BROADER 
GLOBAL AUDIENCE.”  
DR. WILLIAM M. WILSON
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businesses and ministries are also involved as they 
see the value that ORU alumni bring to the workforce 
and to faith-based careers.
     There’s plenty of evidence that the University is 
doing an excellent job of preparing students for 
post-college life. ORU graduates typically exceed 
the national average when it comes to licensing and 
field test scores and acceptance rates to law and 
medical schools. Engineering and business graduates 
are frequently offered jobs before they receive their 
diplomas. ORU has made The Princeton Review’s “Best 
of the West” list of colleges every year since 2012; 
ranked No. 5 on a “20 Healthiest Colleges” list; placed 
in the top 10 percent of U.S. News’ “Most Selective” 
category among 120 West-Regional universities; 
and rated high for “Return on Investment” by 
AffordableCollegesOnline.com. Along with academic 
preparation, ORU students get ready for ministry. 
In 2014-15, 604 students spent 10,020 hours doing 
weekly Tulsa-area outreach, and 44 teams (Spring 

Break, Music to the Nations, Summer Missions) with 
a total of 462 students ministered in 18 countries.

     “ORU’s DNA has always been to be able to send out 
Spirit-empowered leaders with a Christian worldview 

who are spiritually alive, intellectually alert, physically 
disciplined, socially adept and professionally 

competent—to tackle today’s problems,” Wilson said. 
“We know this is needed now more than ever. Our 

contribution to the next 50 years is to send out top-
notch students prepared to make a difference in the 

world for today and for eternity.”  

To make a gift to the 50th 
Anniversary Campaign, 

go to oru.edu/give or call 
the Development office at 

918.495.7220.  



Visit excellence.oru.edu/qwps
and click on the 

"Nominate a Student" link.

For more information, please contact ORU's Office of Admissions at 
918.495.6518 or admissions@oru.edu.

The Quest Whole Person Scholarship recognizes students 
committed to achieving excellence academically, physically 
and spiritually. Awards range in value up to $20,000 per year. 

Nominate a high school senior or college transfer student for a 
Quest Whole Person Scholarship, and be the person to make a 
difference in their life! 

It only takes a few minutes. Nominate one, two or even ten 
students today! 

It all starts with you. 

QUEST WHOLE PERSON SCHOLARSHIP
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Finland native JOEL VESANEN (’70, M-DIV ‘84) started out as a bus 
driver for World Compassion, and today, he travels the globe with the 
international ministry.

DR. HEIDI WHITE (’85) is the medical director at Croasdaile 
Village Retirement Community, where Edith Hanson, pictured 
here, will be celebrating her 100th birthday in October.

ALUMNI THROUGH THE YEARS

LARRY WAYNE MORBITT (’74) performs at the 
Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. during an 
Easter Sunrise service. Photo Credit: Jack Hartzman
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KRISTIE CHUTE (’15) visits with Haitian children 
just a few months before the opening of Kingdom 
Kids Homes orphanage in Haiti, fulfilling a dream 
God gave her during her freshman year at ORU.

CORNELIUS QUEK is the founder of 7K, a ministry 
that trains emerging leaders for Kingdom impact.

JEFF LIPPENCOTT is the creative force 
behind theme music and underscores for 
several major reality-TV programs. 

This year, KARISSA JOHNSON (’07) 
fulfilled her dream of traveling to all 
seven continents by age 30. Here, she 
stands on a boat en route to Antartica.
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JILL DONOVAN (’91) is the owner and founder of Tulsa jewelry company 
Rustic Cuff, an endeavor that began as a hobby in her guest bedroom.

HONEY BEE ANDERSON grew up in Kansas 
City, Missouri, and now lives in Juneau, Alaska, 
where she owns a real estate business.

PAUL MATHURIN was raised in 
Essex, England and now lives in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma working as a 
marketing manager.



Nigeria, building three hospitals in 
different cities.  They invited medical 
classmates from the class of 1983 for a 
mini-reunion of service and gratitude. 
 The party included Paul Davis, 
co-founder of the Family Medicine 
Residency at the University of  Alaska 
and a veteran of the U.S. Public Health 
Service there; Nancy Wespetal, a full-
time medical  missionary in Russia and 
the Ukraine; Brian Kilpatrick, board 
certified in both internal medicine 
and  pediatrics, now practicing in West 
Pawlet, Vermont; and Carla Stayboldt, 
pathologist at Scripps Mercy Hospital in 
San Diego. Non-ORU graduates included 
Davis’ son, Ian Davis, and  Stayboldt’s 
husband, James Grisolia. The team was 
hosted by the Idahosa family, founders 
of Church of God Mission International 
in Benin City. 
 The mission trip centered on the 
Faith MediPlex, the second-largest 
hospital in Benin City, built by Mark and 
Doreen Babo over 25 years ago, together 
with the Idahosas’ church.  We enjoyed 
morning devotionals there, attended by 
doctors, nurses and staff. After singing 
and  prayer, we toured the hospital and 
examined patients with the Nigerian 
doctors, providing Western  insights 
while learning about local diseases, such 
as malaria. This hospital of up to 150 
beds provides  an expanding array of 
medical, obstetric and surgical services, 

with a kidney dialysis unit soon to open.  
 In partnership with local doctors, 
we did medical outreach clinic, including 
an outlying village  that had not seen 
doctors in over 10 years. Among the 
villagers, we gave aid to an elderly 
lady who was  HIV positive, many new 
diabetics and people with high blood 
pressure.   
Most memorable was our outreach 
clinic to a camp for refugee children, 
orphaned by the terrorist  group Boko 
Haram. Safely in the Christian South, 
these refugees from the Muslim North 
of Nigeria  were traumatized but glad 
to be safe, with food, water and dry 
sleeping quarters. In the weeks prior to 
our visit, the camp rapidly doubled from 
600 to 1,200 children. They sang and 
played joyfully,  while we treated them 
for leprosy, scabies, malaria, filariasis 
and more common childhood diseases. 
 We taught alongside our Nigerian 
colleagues in a national family medicine 
conference on varied  topics including 
the neurological exam, breast cancer 
and colon cancer screening. Our 
audience  responded with Nigerian 
warmth and humor to our talks, and they 
presented each of us with  traditional 
ebony carvings as mementos of our stay. 
 We left with a warm feeling for the 
Nigerian people, vibrant and energetic, 
and a strong desire to return again soon.

TAKING HIS 
HEALING POWER 
TO THE WORLD
ORU SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE ALUMNI, 
FRIENDS SERVE IN 
NIGERIA

BY JIM GRISOLIA
FRIEND OF THE UNIVERSITY

ABOVE ORU School of Medicine alumni 
attend a chapel service before hospital 
rounds at Faith MediPlex Hospital in 
Benin City, Nigeria. 

he children sang joyfully 
amidst the trees, grateful to 
be safe from Boko Haram. 
They sang in Hausa,  the 

language of the North, but they shouted 
“Hallelujah” to our delighted ears. These 
tiny refugees,  singing their hearts out 
to us, remain among our most haunting 
memories of Africa. 
 During its lifetime, the ORU School 
of Medicine produced many committed 
Christian doctors. Among this group are 
Mark Babo, M.D.  and his wife Doreen 
Babo, BA, DPH, who have worked 
for  nearly 30 years to bring modern 
health care to Africa. After  18 months 
in Kenya, they have spent 26 years in 

T

52 ALUMNI NEWS

BELOW Left to right: Brian Kilpatrick, M.D. (‘83), Nancy 
Wespetal, M.D. (’83), James Grisolia, M.D., Carla 
Stayboldt, M.D. (’83), Doreen Babo, Ph.D. (’81, MBA ’86), 
Paul Davis, M.D. (’83) and Mark Babo, M.D. (’83).
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ALUMNI 
  Ford Arnold Beckman (attended 1971-72),

 d. December 2, 2014. 
  Scott Bunnell ’84 (B.A., New Testament)

 and ’86 (M.A., Theological Historical
 Studies), d. December 24, 2014.  

  Rosemary Nachtigall Friesen ’73 (Art), 
 d. January 30, 2015.  

  Joseph Iaquinta ’69 (Business
 Administration), ORU’s first Student
 Association president, d. May 2, 2015. 

  Dana Johnson ’88 (Telecommunications), 
 d. March 2, 2015.  

  Darlene Joy Baldwin Pritzkau ’88
 (M.A., Church Music), d. June 30, 2015. 

  Cathie Stewart-Gutches ’79   
 (Management), d. January 14, 2011.  
 Stephen Sullivan ’90 (Marketing), 
 d. April 22, 2015. 

  Clyde “Chip” Tucker (attended 1974-76),
 former World Action Singer, d. April 18, 2015.

RECENT/FORMER FACULTY/STAFF
  Jerry Hale, former men’s basketball

 coach (1974-77) with a 61-21record who
 still has the highest winning percentage of
 any ORU men’s basketball coach, 
 d. December 18, 2014.

  Amy McIntosh, associate professor of
 Dance and director of ORU’s Dance
 program, d. April 3, 2015.

  Dr. William R. Mast, School of Medicine
 professor, d. May 17, 2015.

  Dr. J. Michael Miller, School of Theology
 (interim dean, associate dean of Student
 Affairs and of Master’s Programs), 
 d. July 6, 2015.

  Grady Walker, Ph.D., ORU English
 professor for 41 years (granted Professor
 Emeritus status upon his retirement), 
 d. December 1, 2014.

[  OBITUARIES ]

1970s
MARK LISTON ’76, ’81-M.DIV. graduated from the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis in August 2014 with a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology 
(emphases: Character Education, Positive Psychology and Counseling 
Psychology). For his dissertation, Mark created and validated the Character 
Growth Index. His advisor, Dr. Marvin Berkowitz, says CGI is the first 
valid character measure available for school use. Mark is the author of “C2: 
Character Challenge, a Teen Curriculum Based on Positive Psychology.” C2 
uses movie clips and peer discussion and is in 28 states and three foreign 
countries. Mark has been a pastor and is now a professional counselor and 
director of JoMo Counseling, Joplin, MO. He continues to research C2 and 
CGI and consults with schools, businesses and juvenile justice regarding 
character.  He would enjoy hearing from old friends, so contact him at 
mark@listongroup.org.

1980s
Certified public accountant DIRK COLEMAN ’80, an officer at Curtis 
Blakely & Co., a public accounting and consulting firm in Longview, TX, has 
been certified as an accredited estate planner by the National Association 
of Estate Planners & Councils.

1990s
DINA (DICKEY) SLEIMAN ’92 had a three-book YA (Young Adult)  
medieval adventure/romance series released with Bethany House Publishers 
in March 2015. This series features strong young women in traditional male 
roles and will encourage readers to be courageous as they pursue their own 
God-given destinies. “Dauntless” is book one of the Valiant Heart Series.  
For more info, visit Dina at http://dinasleiman.com.

2000s
ANDREW C. MURPHY ’08, an attorney with DiTommaso-Lubin (Chicago, 
IL), was selected to the 2015 Illinois Rising Stars list. Each year, no more 
than 2.5 percent of the lawyers in Illinois are selected by the research team 
at Super Lawyers to receive this honor.

[  ALUMNI NEWS ]
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ALUMNI VOICE

og seldom slithers its way 
into Tulsa. Not real fog. 
Especially not the smoke-
laced fog we had growing 

up in western Pennsylvania. The kind 
known for the dirty grey particulate it 
left behind on car windshields, house 
shutters and the forgotten lawn chair.
 On the cool Friday night before 
our class’ commencement, a thick, 
smothering, but clean fog fell on Tulsa 
bringing with it a clarity one needs 
between the scary page turns of life’s 
chapters.  
 It had been an evening of celebration 
with my family and fiancée. Nobody truly 
knew how thankful I was to graduate, or 
how close it had come to not happening 
– no one except my fiancée, Linda 
(Salisbury ’74), and my roommate, Randy 
(and a professor or two). After my family 
headed back to their hotel, and I dropped 
Linda off at her home, I headed back to 
an increasingly foggy campus and my last 
night of dorm life.
 It was past midnight, still early by 
my college and even current standards.  
If ever ORU looked like a colony on a 
distant planet, it was that night. The 
lights around EMR and the parking 
lots emitted an eerie glimmer, and the 
thickness of the fog, so similar to a heavy 
snowstorm, created a spooky quietness 
on campus that was… uncharacteristic.
 Randy suggested we take a walk 
around campus. Enchanted by the fog 
and the idea of a last jaunt with my 
roomie, I immediately said, “Let’s go!”  
 From our first step outside, sinking 
deeper into the fog, we were caught up in 
a nostalgic look back that nature seemed 
to spur on.
 We reflected on our four years at 
ORU, three of which we had been as 
roommates. We remembered several 
mischievous capers, which thankfully 
had never been traced back to us; the 

struggles to understand number theory 
and abstract algebra; our intramural 
championships highlighted by a 34-6 
flag football win over the University of 
Tulsa in the first ever city championship 
game played at Skelly Stadium. Saga food. 
Girl problems. Career choices. People we 
would miss. People we would not miss.
 When we got to the Avenue of 
Flags, we stopped. I still remember the 
peculiar beauty of that assemblage of 
flags and how the hanging mist moved 
ever so slowly through the upward beam 
of each flag’s footlight. It was there our 
conversation changed and we stopped 
looking back and began to gaze forward. 
We considered the change, the growth, 
the mega-shift in every part of our 
lives that awaited us on the flip side of 
tomorrow’s festivities.
 We were both marrying ORU girls, 
but half a continent would separate us. 
 We knew the close friendship we 
shared would change. It would never 
end, but it would also never be the same. 
We mused about our hopes and dreams. 
We wondered if we had what it took. We 
talked about being husbands and fathers. 
We were ready to go, but we weren’t 
ready to part. We blamed the water 
in our eyes on the fog. We talked and 
listened until the moment ended, as all 
moments do. Things seemed clear, even 
if unexplainable.
 We then resumed our victory lap, 
past the newly-opened Mabee Center, 
around the south end of the LRC, across 
the Fred Creek bridge, taking a detour 
through the Prayer Gardens, which had 
taken on an especially mystical look this 
night, and, lastly, back home to the dorm.  
 Our last night to call EMR home.
 In some way or another, at one time 
or another, we alumni have all called 
ORU home. Our experiences before, 
during and since have been divergent. 
Our views, politics, beliefs and paths are 

varied and diverse, as they should be. But 
for a thin slice of our histories, ORU was 
home.
 This October will be a unique and 
special time of alumni coming home to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of our 
alma mater. In the Hebrew tradition, 
there was a Year of Jubilee every 50th 
year. They didn’t teach us about Jubilee 
in vector analysis class, so please give 
me some grace on theological exactitude 
here. But, that 50th year was to be a year 
of debt forgiveness, a time for land to 
return to its original heirs. In many ways, 
it was a reboot for the economy and the 
nation of Israel.
 So, contact an old friend or two and 
make plans to visit your former home 
this fall. I can’t promise any fog, but it will 
be a Homecoming like no other. And who 
knows, maybe a chance to reboot.
 I wish we could re-enact that lap 
from decades ago this Homecoming, but 
as I write he is suffering liver failure and 
needs a transplant to live. I hope to visit 
him soon. And, if I don’t get caught, I 
may sneak a fog machine into his room. 
 Epilogue: I traveled to San Diego in 
late July to visit Randy in ICU. I read him 
this article. We talked. We prayed. We 
remembered. Randolph Gibson Nolan II 
(‘73) graduated to heaven on August 15. 
Miss him I do.

F

CHRIS BUSCH is an ORU Alumni Board veteran, having 
served as a charter director and chair in the 1980’s. The 
1973 graduate is the founder and CEO of LightQuest 
Media in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

WALKING BY FLAGS ON A FOGGY EVENING



Registration includes housing*, food, 
entertainment and an ORU T-shirt! 
*Some restrictions apply.

For more information visit excellence.oru.edu/cw 
or contact us at campusvisits@oru.edu or 800.678.8876.

1. Try out college life for an entire weekend—stay in 
the dorms, eat great food and explore campus!

2. Meet your future roommate by connecting with 
other students coming to ORU.

3. Experience chapel with the entire ORU student 
community! 

4. Interact with ORU’s world-class professors.

5. Explore 60+ degree programs.

6. Test-drive college classes that will prepare you for 
your future.

7. FREE ORU swag!

excellence.oru.edu/CW
LEARN MORE:




