


April 2, 1967: The dedication of Oral Roberts
University. This is what my father, Oral Roberts,
had to say:

"When our first graduates leave ORU next
year, they will not really be leaving the University.
They will be taking with them the dream, the con-
cepts, the answer of which they have become so much a part. They will take it out into the world, into
the arena of man’s desperate need, and reproduce that which they have become. Through the lives of
its graduates, ORU will be more than a charismatic, academic institution nestled in the lovely hills of
Tulsa, Oklahoma. It will become a dynamic way of life at the base of human need in every area of
man’s activity throughout the world."

In light of what happened on Sept. 11, I think you’ll agree with me that as much as the world need-
ed a university like ORU in 1967, it needs ORU even more in 2001. That’s because God did not raise
us up just to prepare men and women for intellectually satisfying, financially profitable careers, but for
going out into the world and spreading His light and life in every profession. That’s what we’ve always
been about, and as long as I am the president of ORU, that will never change. 

As alumni, you can understand the sense of urgency we are feeling on campus these days. We see
what’s happening in the world--people afraid to work in tall buildings, afraid to open their mail or get
on a plane--and we have the answer to this mind-numbing fear: "For God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind" (2 Timothy 1:7). We know that when we turn our
lives over to Him, He frees us from worrying about what might happen. We already know the ulti-
mate outcome of our days on this earth: Jesus will come again, and we will live with Him forever. Our
job is to get that message out to those who don’t know the Prince of Peace and Savior of the world. 

This year at ORU, we’re serving more students than ever before--5,389. And as you’ll read in this
issue, we’re not stuck in the past when it comes to teaching or outreach methods. We’re happy to do
something new when we can see it’s a more effective way to get from point A to point B. Believe me,
our students are benefiting from our willingness to push the envelope every now and then.

Our new Student Center, scheduled to open in 2003, is an example of our desire to set a new stan-
dard in higher education. This building is going to replace "hurry up and wait" with "get it done and
move on." It’s also going to give us new spaces where we can host the best speakers and bring the com-
munity in to see what we’re doing. It’s going to be a wonderful addition to our campus.

It’s a good idea to look back every now and then and remind yourself of where you came
from…what you committed yourself to do…what kind of progress you’ve made. As I review our mis-
sion statement and our founding purposes, I see that ORU is still on track.

How are your fellow alumni carrying out the vision? This issue’s alumni features range from prisons
and publishing to investment firms, restaurants, worldwide worship, and the effects of the attacks in
New York City and Washington, D.C. Here’s proof that there are many ways to serve God and
advance His kingdom. 

God bless you for hearing His voice and being obedient to go where He needs you most.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Called and Committed to
Supporting and Serving

Segment I (1968-72)
Doug Foster
11756 E. 128th Pl. S.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011
Home: (918) 369-5407
Office: (918) 573-3953
doug.foster@williams.com

Don Steele
11333 County Rd. #177
Bullard, TX  75757
Home: (903) 894-5658
Office: (903) 894-5659
DSteele362@aol.com

Segment II (1973-77)
David Barton (Chairman)
P.O. Box 397
Aledo, TX 76008
Office: (817) 441-6044
scarlett@profamily.com

Larry Nowicki
4932 S. Oak Ave.
Broken Arrow, OK 74011
Home/work: (918) 451-2297
lbppsalm11823@aol.com

Segment III (1978-82)
Greg Ford
P.O. Box 52794
Tulsa, OK 74152
Home: (918) 745-9874
Office: (918) 359-3333
greg@gregford.org

Rhae Buckley
23 Forest Drive
Mansfield, TX 76063
Home: (817) 477-3170
Office: (972) 595-5258
Rhae_Buckley@ryder.com

Segment IV (1983-87)
Robert Vander Lugt
2403 Stirrup
Alexandria, VA 22308
Home: (703) 704-5347
Office: (202) 639-6540
rvanderlugt@velaw.com

Dr. Scott Cordray
725 Country Wood Way
Sapulpa, OK 74066
scottcordray@msn.com

Segment V (1988-91)
Dan Borman
7328 Native Oak Lane
Irving, TX 75063
Home: (972) 373-9275
Office: (214) 855-0525 x106
dborman@genambenefits.com

Susan Gimotty
12972 S. Summit
Olathe, KS 66062
Home: (913) 397-9792
tec3071@teachercreated.com

Segment VI (1992-95)
John Bolin
5953 Leather Dr.
Colorado Springs, CO 80918
Home: (719) 593-9109
Work: (719) 265-3151
jbolin6432@aol.com

Natasha Washington
11130 Stratford Pl. #411
Oklahoma City, OK 73120
Home: (405) 748-5819
nwashington@oklahoman.com

Segment VII (1996-2001)
Vanessa Horn
108 E. J St.
Jenks, OK 74037
Home: (918) 291-2022
Office: (918) 594-2224
vanessa.horn@afnnet.com

The second director’s position is
currently vacant

School of Business
Position is currently vacant

School of Dentistry
Dr. Don McGee
2201 West Lake Brantley Dr.
Longwood, FL 32779
Home: (407) 774-1349
Office: (407) 843-0295
Dmcgee1@CFL.RR.com

School of Education
Sharon Ware
Covenant Consulting, Inc.
P.O. Box 702003
Tulsa, OK 74170
Office: (918) 831-7231
SharynDouglass@cs.com

School of Law
McLane Layton
6404 Woodridge Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22312
Home: (703) 354-3319
Work: (202) 224-5754
mclane_layton@nickles.senate.gov

School of Medicine
Dr. Clay Powell
901 Cranes Ct.
Maitland, FL 32751
Home: (407) 475-5379
Charles_C_Powell_MD@mail.fhmis.net

School of Nursing
Paula Sterns
2942 Hastings Dr.
Grand Prairie, TX 75052
Home: (972) 641-8815
P_sterns@yahoo.com

School of Theology
Gene Gregg
401 E. College St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74012
Home: (918) 251-0791
Office: (918) 254-9622
ggregg@tpsitulsa.com

Sincerely,

Richard L. Roberts
President and CEO
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Correction 
In the summer issue, we forgot to include two photo credits. Margaret Becker’s photo (pg. 19) was taken by Matthew Barnes. The photo of Kit, Beth, and Laura Smiley (pg. 9) was taken by BJ Smiley. We are sorry for the oversight.

Editor’s Note: We received a call from an alumnus last summer, asking if the photos on the cover of the summer issue of Excellence were indeed
taken at Commencement 2001. (It seems that one of the grads strongly resembled a 1991 grad.) Yes, they were 2001 photos! 

Excellence Magazine Mission Statement
The purpose of Excellence magazine is threefold: to make alumni aware of what their former classmates are doing, to

tell alumni what is happening today on the Oral Roberts University campus, and to share the good news about alumni
accomplishments with faculty, staff, and friends of the University. Excellence magazine is proof positive that the mission
of ORU is being carried out on a daily basis all over the world—"in everyman’s world."
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John Williamson (90) and his wife, Karin (Dudley-89), live in
Steilacoom with their four children: Grace, Michael, Rose, and Anna. John
is a principal and marketing director at
Portfolio Strategies in Tacoma. Karin is
a stay-at-home mom who is also
involved with the Tacoma Learning
Center for special needs children ages
three and under.

John describes Grace as their "mira-
cle baby," because doctors did not
expect her to survive until delivery.
Ultrasound had shown a large sac of
fluid on the back of her brain.
Physically, she is healthy, but mentally,
the eight-year-old is about one and a half. John said her name came
from II Corinthians 12:9. "We named her Grace, not thinking that she
would live," he said. Out of love for their daughter, and wanting to make
a difference in the world, John and Karin and friend Dave Curry estab-

lished the Foundation for Grace. The foundation works in
Peru and other poor nations, giving pastors and churches business and
leadership skills so that they can help their communities.

After graduation, John and Karin spent a couple of years in Tulsa
before returning to their home state of Washington, where John started
working for himself in a brokerage office. Two older Christian men
approached him about starting an investment company. With Dr. George
Gillen’s warning to "never, ever get in a partnership" still ringing in his
ears, John said he’d work with them, but not as a partner. 

When it comes to business styles, Williamson knows whom he wants to
emulate. "I want to do things like Dr. (Eugene) Swearingen," he said: "Be
successful but have people love you."

With a motto of "A Tradition of Safe Returns," John’s company man-
ages about $350,000,000 in 42 states. During this year’s stock market
freefall, Portfolio Strategies’ conservative approach to investing has

made it much more successful than most in riding out the storms. Money
Manager Review has ranked the company as one of the U.S.’s top bal-
anced money management firms.

Marty Nystrom (80), songwriter par excellence, freely admits that
it took him five-and-a-half years to pass Piano Proficiency at ORU. Even
then, he thinks it was Joyce Bridgman’s compassion that finally earned
him a passing grade.

Marty and his wife, Jeannie, and their sons, Nathan and Ben, live in
Kenmore, where Marty is the worship leader at Eastside Foursquare
Church. (The pastor is Jim Hayford, brother of Jack.) He also continues
to travel all over the world, training worship leaders to use contemporary
styles of music. Mostly he’s in Asia, which, he said, is "wide open for
praise and worship. Some exciting things are happening in Japan. It’s
amazing."

During one trip to China, he led worship at a house church. "There
were 50 people in this small living room," he said, "and they were so
loud. I asked if they weren’t afraid of getting caught. They said that they
never meet in the same place twice, and that if someone questions the

volume, they
say that they’re having a
karaoke party."

Nystrom taught music for a
while after he graduated from
ORU. Eventually, he hooked up
with Integrity Music, spending
four years there. He worked with
a number of ORU graduates
including Don Moen (A), writing
songs and leading worship on
"Hosanna" tapes, and headed up the song development department.
Originally from the Seattle area, he moved back home in 1992. 

John Williamson (90) is principal/marketing
director at Portfolio Strategies in Tacoma.

Marty Nystrom (80) is perhaps best known for his song,
"As the Deer Panteth."
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The style of praise and worship that Nystrom embraces is making its way into
more and more churches, he said, and more young people are getting involved. At
his church, there are 150 people in the music program, and "they’re pretty incredi-
ble musicians for a local church," he said. His one concern for the church in general:
"It’s the heart for worship that I worry about. We need to be sure to keep the Lord
in the center of it all."

Nystrom said he used to be more of a future planner, but "now I’m
more day to day." He does have plans to write a children’s book and a
book on writing praise and worship choruses. His six sisters and his
brother say, "You always knew what you wanted to do," and Nystrom
admits that he did, sort of. "I feel sorry for some kids today," he said,
"going into college not knowing what they’re doing."

ORU, he said, was "a good middle-ground preparation for adulthood."

Maple Valley is the home of Tim (79) and Lorrie (Peterson-77)
Reiterman and children Brittani, 10, and Blake, 8. Tim works for
Boeing as e-commerce manager for the Procurement Division. Lorrie is
the chief financial officer and bond portfolio manager for Washington
Capital Management, a private investment management firm with about

$1.3 billion in assets. WCM manages pension money for Taft-Hartley and
corporate pension plans.

Tim says, "We’ve lived seed-faith as well as we could, and it’s neat how
God’s blessed us for our faithfulness to Him. He kept giving us better jobs."

Lorrie, who says she doesn’t "go into change well," was working on a
benevolence committee with a man from her church when he mentioned
the job opening at WCM. "It was God putting us on the same committee,"
she believes. It seemed risky at the time to go with a small business, but
Lorrie knows it was a very good decision. Shortly after starting at WCM,
she went to night school to earn her MBA. 

The Reitermans’ philosophy is simple: Give to the Lord first, then save,
then invest. "We’re planners," Tim said. They’ve already purchased a
retirement home on a lake and plan to spend their golden-year winters
in Phoenix. On the flip side, Tim said with a mischievous grin, "I like a

little bit of craziness, too. I think it took me a long time to grow up. Just
like in marriage, you have to grow into adulthood."

Tim and Lorrie’s focus is on doing things together as a family. They
love boating, baseball (proud owners of sixteen Mariners season tick-
ets!), and Bible Quiz. Brittani and Blake have a few dozen trophies to
show for their Bible memo-
rization work. Blake was tops
in the state in his category
last year.     

Adhering to the concepts of
integrity, hard work, and loy-
alty, taking the high road,
and being givers and not tak-
ers, Tim said, has kept his
family strong. "If you’re
going to do something, you
should do your very best for
the Lord," Lorrie echoed. 

Two years ago, when Tim was in charge of his church’s building-cam-
paign dinner, he found out he had cancer. "Every time you give, Satan
attacks," he said. He is cancer-free today ("God healed me," Tim said),
and his family continues to give a significant portion of their income to
the Lord.

"I always wanted to prove I could make it in the world," Tim said.
"Now, it’s better than I could ever imagine. I’ve got a great relationship
with the Lord and with friends and at church, a great marriage, two won-
derful kids--it’s a storybook to me." 

Richard "A.C." Griffith (86) has the distinction of being the only
alumnus (as far as we know) to open a Goldie’s franchise in another
state. When the restaurant closed last year after an eight-year run, he
regrouped, and with friend Derek Feliciano created Burger Me, a restau-
rant featuring made-to-order burgers and fresh-cut fries. Burger Me

The entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well among alumni in Washington
state. So is the willingness to step out in faith. On a recent trip to the
Seattle area for an alumni reception, we asked several alumni to share
some of their adventures with us. These are their stories.

Lorrie (Peterson-77) and Tim Reiterman (79) pose with Brittani
and Blake. Some of the children’s many Bible Quiz trophies are
on the mantle.
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opened in July in Bellingham,
where Richard lives with his
wife, Cari (Chamberlin-90;91-
MBA), a former Lady Titan bas-
ketball player, and their adopted
five-year-old twins, Hayden and
Baylee.

Originally from Saginaw,
Mich., Griffith worked for PTL,
Coopers and Lybrand, and
American Airlines before he
and Cari moved back to her
hometown. Along with her
parents, they worked side by side at Goldie’s. Now Cari stays home with
the children and is actively involved at their church, Northlake
Community Church.

Griffith’s greatest stories are from his ORU days, where he lived on Am
Herratz (EMR 3 South) all four years. "I just always felt like I was sup-

posed to go to ORU," Griffith said. "I had significant scholarship offers
from other schools, but I didn’t even pursue them."

Those offers sure weren’t for football, which leads us to the first great
story. Wingmate David Booker (A) who, Griffith said, was so good at
football he could have gone anywhere, asked Griffith if he was any
good. "I started fabricating," Griffith said in his understated way. "I said I
was All-State in high school. Actually, I had never played before in my
life. My family owned a campground, and every fall, we’d be busy clos-
ing it up for the season." When Griffith’s lack of skills became evident,
they started calling him A.C., after well-known University of Michigan
wide receiver Anthony Carter.

Ah, college days. Griffith remembers sneaking back into SAGA to eat
extra dinners (sometimes as many as four), and having pizza at mid-

night and "never gaining a pound." He says he was a computer science
major "for a moment." That ended when he realized the computer
room closed before midnight, "and I never started my homework until
after then, maybe at 1 or 2 a.m." 

When asked what it’s like to be a grown-up after leaving the ORU
cocoon, Griffith was straightforward. "I
think it’s still happening." One thing he’s
sure of is that he’s where he’s supposed to
be. "Life can unfold differently than what
you planned. You have to be sensitive to
what God’s trying to do. There’s a bigger
picture."

Griffith said he made a return trip to
Tulsa five or six years ago. "I had to see where they moved the hands."

Bryant Engebretson (91) grew up in Minnesota, but said he
always wanted to work in Washington. While he was teaching SCUBA at
ORU, he met his wife, Hilary (Hays-93). Before they married in 1993,
he went to Washington’s San Juan Islands to teach SCUBA and work for a

CPA. Hilary decided to go for a master’s in marine biology after ORU, so
she enrolled at Western Washington University in Bellingham. That’s
where the Engebretsons now make their home, along with their two chil-
dren, Autumn and Brendan.

Hilary, who is "quite the cook," according to her husband, stays home
with the children and recently got involved with Two Sisters Gourmet, a
company that’s similar to the Pampered Chef.

Once they settled in Bellingham, Engebretson "decided to get serious
about my career." He spent three years with Edward Jones Investments,
then moved to Piper Jaffray, another investment firm, where he got into
systems trading and the use of computer models for trading stocks.

One day, a gentleman who owned a computer software company
approached him about starting a firm. So, he left Piper Jaffray at the

Richard "A.C." Griffith (86) (right) and Derek
Feliciano are co-owners of Burger Me, home of
made-to-order burgers…but not on Sundays.

"We’ve lived seed-faith as well as we could, and it’s
neat how God’s blessed us for our faithfulness to Him.
He kept giving us better jobs."
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end of 2000 and is now the executive vice president and director of
retail operations for Penstar Trading, a firm that specializes in trading
stocks based on instructions given by a computer model.

As Engebretson, sole owner of the Mt. Vernon, Wash., office, explains
it, "there’s the research side. You pick the best variable to trade stock
with. And then you turn off your brains and trade."

The goal is "to
offer clients a sys-
temized approach to
trading and invest-
ing." There are seven
brokers on the nine-
person staff. Most of
their clients are
high-net-worth indi-
viduals.

"We’re breaking
new ground,"

Engebretson said when asked to compare his firm to others. No one is
doing exactly what Penstar is doing.

The events of Sept. 11 "hurt the firm from a revenue standpoint,"
Engebretson said, because "for four days we couldn’t do business. But the
type of trading we do does better the more volatile the market is." As
the federal government mulls over ways to stimulate the economy,
Engebretson said he would like to see "a capital gains tax cut or elimina-
tion of the tax. That would spur investment activity and not just spend-
ing."

If anything good came out of the devastating attacks in New York, he
added, it’s that the financial industry, "slow to move and change," will be
forced to make changes. "The greatest loss for the industry on Sept. 11
was the loss of intellectual power." 

Is Engebretson a planner? "Definitely," he said. "I’ve never been a per-
son to let life happen to me. You have to plan and commit yourself to
get to where you want to be."

Allison Engebretson (2000) and brother Bryant (91), former ORU tennis
star Gareth Donachie (2001), and Jason Cho (2001) are four of the nine
members of the Penstar team.

"The greatest loss for the industry on Sept. 11 was the
loss of intellectual power."

Former Stars Stir Up Memories
The first ever "Varsity Club Weekend" took place on Nov. 2 and 3. ORU basketball and baseball legends filled Mabee Center and

J.L. Johnson Stadium to play ball, reconnect with former teammates, and give fans a taste of the good old days.

The plan is to make Varsity Club Weekend, with its alumni games and other
events, an annual tradition.

Mike Carter, director of Athletics, said, "This is a great opportunity for ORU fans
to come out and see the former ORU greats that have established a standard of
athletic excellence."

On the rosters were former basketball players Larry Baker, Greg Davis, Akin
Akin-Otiko, Gary "Cat" Johnson, Steve Bontrager, Chad Wilkerson, Ralph Fagin,
James Kruse, Tim Cameron, and Paul Massey, and ex-baseball players Scott Brewer,
Steve Hecht, Bill Springman, Andy Peck, and Terry Unruh, as well as many others.
ORU’s women’s and men’s basketball teams had exhibition games on the third at 2:05 and 7:05 p.m., respectively.

For more information on Varsity Club, contact Chris Welch at cwelch@oru.edu or at (918) 495-6424. --from ORU Sports
Information.

Are You Keeping Score?
Check out the new Web site for
ORU Athletics. Go to
ORUGoldenEagles.com to find the
latest news releases, schedules,
rosters, statistics, and box scores
for all sixteen of ORU’s NCAA
Division I sports. Interactive pages
also allow you to enter contests,
join the Golden Eagle and Varsity
clubs, and purchase merchandise
online. --from ORU Sports
Information



Clay Jacobsen (78) didn’t write his first
novel, The Lasko Interview (1998),
because he wanted to become rich

and famous. He wrote it because, as a wor-
ship leader at his church, he gained some
insight into "how a New Testament
church should be," and wanted to use his
novel to demonstrate that "all of us are
called to be clergy," not just the pastor.

His second novel, Circle of Seven (2000),
came partly out of his anger at then-
President Bill Clinton. "I couldn’t under-
stand," Jacobsen said, "how the public
could be so blind to such an immoral per-
son." Circle gives readers an inside look at
the development, use, and potential bias of
public opinion polls.

Actually, there are two other reasons
why Jacobsen began writing novels. 

"I was frustrated with the
Christian book market," he
said during a telephone inter-
view from Nashville, where
he had gone last spring to
direct the Dove Awards.
"When I read a book, I want
to be challenged." He was
also frustrated about books
that discuss the technical
aspects of television--and get
them wrong.

Jacobsen knows more than a little
about TV. At ORU in the 1970s, he
worked on the Oral Roberts prime-
time specials and the Sunday-morning
program. He rubbed shoulders with the
likes of Merv Griffin and Jerry Lewis.
("Lewis took a liking to me," Jacobsen
interjected. "My first year out of college, I
ran camera for the muscular dystrophy
telethon. I wound up working on it for
twenty-two years.") "Having all that on
my resume when I got out of college--it
made all the difference in the world,"
Jacobsen said.

Jacobsen started his professional career as
a TV director in Las Vegas back in 1978.
During the past twenty-three years, he’s
accumulated an impressive list of credits,
from Hollywood Squares and The Arsenio
Hall Show, to New Year’s Rockin’ Eve and
Full House, to Entertainment Tonight, Miss
Teenage America, and sports shows for every
major network.

"I wanted to be in secular TV, not
Christian TV, and make a difference," he
explained in his rapid-fire voice.

Is it possible for a Christian to do that?
Jacobsen thinks it is, and has several stories
to tell. One comes from his stint on a late-
night talk show where he was asked to take

part in a skit that didn’t
jibe with his Christian
beliefs. "I asked them to
write me out of it," he said.
"It was just a little nudge.
When you do something
like that, somebody will
come to you later and start
talking to you about some-
thing serious. It opens the
door."

When Jacobsen finally decid-
ed to write his first book, it
took him a year to finish. "I
didn’t think it would be pub-
lished," he said. "It is such an
honor to have a book pub-
lished. Of course, I preached
too much in it. But it had a
stronger spiritual message than

the second one."

Lasko Interview is the story of Rick
Treadway, a TV director who has
neglected his faith. A series of events–
loss of his job and his marriage, a poor
relationship with his children, the
apparent suicide (or is it murder?) of
the director that he winds up replac-

ing--result in the discovery of a spiritual

On the set of 
"Prime Time Country."

Jacobsen and 
Dr. Laura Schlessinger.

With his wife, Cindy.

Daughters Sharayah, 11,
and Shelby, 6.
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mentor and Treadway’s decision to renew his relationship
with the Lord.

Circle brings back Treadway and three of his friends, but
most of the focus is on Mark Taylor, an investigative TV
reporter who decides to do a story on public opinion polls.
His refusal to stop digging for the truth causes him to be
called off the story, and puts his very life at risk. The book
also examines the effects of Internet pornography and how
the pro-life movement is portrayed in the media.

Despite his "expose" of polling, Jacobsen says he doesn’t
think public opinion polls are that far off the mark. He
does believe that "the media buries polls they don’t like,"
and that "everyone believes there’s a liberal bias in the
press except the press." The message of his second book,
he says, is, "Have a critical eye toward anything the press
puts out." That includes understanding the lingo of polls.
"I don’t think the American public knows what ‘plus or
minus 3 percent’ means." (See Circle, chapter six, pages
57-8 for an explanation.)

Jacobsen says his wife, Cindy, reads everything he
writes before it’s published. "More women read Christian
books than men," he explained. "I try to get the romance
(in the books) to touch a woman’s heart." He also want-
ed, especially in his second book, "to deal with some
heavy topics that Christians need to address.
Pornography is such a problem with Christian men, and
most people don’t know that. There are more victims
than just the women (who pose)."

With both books, he said, he outlined about half of
them. "I got stuck when
I reached the end of my
outline. But the charac-
ters took on a life of
their own, and it flowed
from there." He sold his
second book with just
an outline and the first
chapter.

Writing is not like
directing, he learned. "I
had deadlines! I had to
sit there and force
myself to write. It was a
lot of pressure."

Jacobsen and his brother Wayne (75) are currently work-
ing on a book that deals with Lasko Interview’s spiritual
theme. "I credit him for things I put in that book,"
Jacobsen said of Wayne, a writer, consultant, and former
pastor. "They were his church truths." The new book will
address practical ways to live out "one-anothering" scrip-
tures. "It should be a great book for the church as a whole
as we sit in pews not knowing the name of the person next
to us," Jacobsen said.

One of the lessons that Jacobsen has learned in the past
two decades is that "things are so different from when I
was growing up. It’s a different world. I’m finding a lot of
people that have never been to church. They don’t know
they need to be saved.

"We need missionaries to go to Hollywood," he said,
"and into politics, colleges, the press. God needs to have
those of us in the light to go into the dark areas of our
industry. There are so many sitcoms on TV today with gay
characters. That’s because there are so many gay writers in

Hollywood, and they’re
writing about their
experiences. How sad
that we don’t have
more Christian writers.

"Trying to change
Hollywood from the
outside," he is con-
vinced, "won’t work." 

How bold can a
Christian in Hollywood
be? "Bolder than a
smile and less preachy
than a cross," Jacobsen
said. "You have to be
led by the Holy Spirit

and wise about what you do,
and let God open doors."

The Jacobsens live in Camarillo,
Calif. cljacobsen@aol.com. 

With comedian Jerry Lewis.

In control.
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When ORU received word of the tragedies in
New York City, Washington, D.C., and
Pennsylvania, the campus responded

immediately. Faculty, staff, and students gathered in
Christ’s Chapel for an 11 a.m. prayer service. Classes
were canceled for the rest of the day, and President
Richard Roberts admonished everyone to "be in
prayer" for the victims and their families, and for our
nation. The American flag at the entrance to the
campus was lowered to half-staff, and many students
gathered around the flagpole to pray. For several days,
the only image on the Mabee Center marquee was the
American flag.

In the days that followed, we heard from alumni
and other members of the ORU family who witnessed
or were otherwise affected by the attacks. These are
their stories.

Tuesday was terrible. We were being
briefed on procedures in a staff

meeting at the Capitol around 9:30 a.m.
when we saw the Pentagon explode out
our window. At that point our office
went crazy and my boss kicked me out of
the building immediately. (Jennifer was 4
1/2 months pregnant at the time.) The
rest of the staff followed a few minutes
later, but they left after the alarms went
off and the officers were all screaming for
everybody to run out of the building. It
was crazy. The worst part was trying to
reach Chris (her husband). All the phone lines were
tied up. Finally, I reached Chris and told him to get
out of his building. It was a very scary day--for the
entire world--but especially here in D.C., being so
close to the Pentagon and our elected leaders.
Jennifer (Murphy-94) Connelly 
Executive Assistant to J. Dennis Hastert, Speaker of
the House
Chris Connelly (94) is Chief of Staff to
Congresswoman Jo Ann Davis (Va.).

As I viewed the Sept. 11 attack on America, I
felt deep anguish at the horrible events that

were taking place. I, along with millions of other
Americans, grieved for the tremendous loss of life
and property. I wanted to reach out and help in
some way. 

In just a few days I was given the opportunity to
go to Washington, D.C., where I worked with vari-
ous groups who came together to serve the search
and rescue crews at the Pentagon, crews that were
desperately searching and working tirelessly to find
those who were missing. I worked alongside all
kinds of people who were there to help. One I
remember in particular was a young lady named
Valerie. She was an American Airlines employee and
had already attended memorial services for four of
her colleagues and still had another one ahead of

her, yet she was there
helping.

I worked in an area
that was set up on the
south parking lot of
the Pentagon. This
area was given the
name of  "Camp
Unity" because so
many organizations
came together for one
purpose. We were
able to prepare and

serve food to hundreds of firefighters, rescue work-
ers, and men and women who were members of the
U.S. military and various other branches of the gov-
ernment. These brave people were working desper-
ately to seek out survivors. It was a rewarding expe-
rience to be able to assist them with food, clothing,
Bibles, and many other necessities. We had great
opportunities to minister encouragement and love
to those who were on the front lines of a horren-
dous disaster. 

Photos by Brian Boyd
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I am thankful that for the past 25 years I have had
the privilege of working with the Oral Roberts
Ministries, a ministry that is built on the foundation
that God is a loving, healing God. 
Bob Mills
Associate Director of Development, ORU

Every single morning of a typical workweek,
between 8:30 and 9 a.m., I arrive in the World

Trade Center (WTC) via subway, often drop by the
ATM machine or stop in one of the shops for a
quick bargain, grab a vegetable juice for breakfast,
and then head into yet another train station further
below the WTC that takes me to Jersey City just
across the Hudson River where our marketing
group offices are located.
Except for God's divine pro-
tection, yesterday should've
been no different.

Instead of my typical com-
mute schedule I was picked up
at home by a car service at 5
a.m. to drive two hours to
Hartford, Conn., for a meet-
ing I was leading. Even up
until the night before I was
debating whether to go since
it was such a long drive and
I'd had laryngitis for four prior days. After going
back and forth for several days about it, I decided to
go. It was about 9:15 in our meeting when several
people's cell phones started ringing and we heard
that a plane had hit the World Trade Center. Our
first thought was that it was a small commuter plane
or the like. One of the guys checked his Internet
connection and I heard him say, "Oh, no." We all
rushed into a room where the TV was on and real-
ized, this was a tragedy unlike any other seen before.

Words cannot describe the gut-wrenching agony
that I felt as we stared in disbelief as the two Twin
Towers started crumbling to the ground. I couldn't
quit sobbing as I imagined so many of my cowork-
ers and friends potentially trapped in the wreckage.
Our main Deloitte offices are in the World Financial
Center (3,500 D&T people), which is connected to
the WTC by a large walkway. We all walk through
the massive WTC lobbies every day from parking
lots and subway stations. Many of our people are
assigned to client sites in the Towers. Who was in
there? Did they get out? What about other friends

who work down there? Oh God, help them, help us
all. After calling my parents to assure them that I
had indeed gone to Hartford as planned, I tried des-
perately to reach my coworkers but phone lines were
down or jammed and even still (Wednesday at about
1:30 p.m.) we're unable to access voice mails or e-
mails through the servers there.

My apartment and neighborhood are uptown and
quite some distance from the bombing site but with
bridges and tunnels closed down I knew I'd be
unable to get home for some time. So I checked into
the Hartford Hilton and spent the next eight hours
glued to the TV, waves of sobbing coming over me
from time to time as reality started to set in.

Strangely, about a month ago
one afternoon as I headed into
the subway station there in the
WTC, I felt a funny sense that
the building was vulnerable
somehow. But that sense quickly
left as the literally thousands and
thousands of people were rush-
ing to and fro, often bumping
into each other on our way
home. Even after two years of
life in NYC I can say that I
would still marvel and feel a
sense of such excitement and

awe walking through those amazing buildings each
day. It's hard to fathom that those buildings are
rubble now, and many of those people are still lost
in that rubble, their families grieving, countless lives
changed forever. It's a strange mix of sentiments…
grief at the unfathomable loss, gratefulness for what
was clearly God's divine protection, but mostly a
serious and renewed sense of mission, the mission
that prompted my move to this city in the first
place, the CALLING that I just couldn't resist, to
be LIGHT and HOPE and AUTHENTICITY in a
city preoccupied with so much else, and now a city
grappling with unimaginable loss…

My prayer is that I will be BOLDER than ever in
articulating HOW and WHY the Gospel is relevant
to our gravest sufferings and most desperate ques-
tions. Please pray with me for this and for the Lord
to use this tragedy for His purposes.
Lynette Troyer (84)
Senior Marketing Manager, Deloitte & Touche 
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Sept. 11, 2001 -- That morning, I went off to
work and took the subway to the other side of

downtown to my office at Global Crossing. What
started off as a usual day of work and school would
become a day full of miracles….

The subway I take, the number 1, runs directly
under the WTC. Since I was out of the house on
time that morning, it passed under the WTC 30
minutes before the first plane hit.  

At that same time, my wife, Fran (Pace-93), had
taken the kids to school and was standing outside
the school with friends, preparing to go to a bagel
shop at the WTC. As she stood outside P.S. 89 talk-
ing with friends, Fran heard and saw the first plane
hit. Her first reaction was to run
inside the school and grab the
kids, which she did. Meanwhile,
on the other side of downtown
Manhattan, I was sitting at my
desk when Fran called excitedly
about a plane colliding with the
World Trade Center. In shock, I
looked out the window to see
thousands of pieces of paper fly-
ing by--paper that had come from
the WTC windows. "Fran, stay at
the school!" I yelled--as our phones disconnected.

Running to Global Crossing’s 30th floor, I
watched with my peers as the second plane slammed
into the WTC. At that point, I ran out of the build-
ing and directly to my children’s school, P.S. 89, just
two blocks from the catastrophe, as Fran and the
kids evacuated downtown Manhattan via the West
Side Highway.

I ran toward the towers to find my family, passing
thousands of people running in the opposite direc-
tion. I had to get to P.S. 89!  

I arrived at the school to find that Fran had picked
them up and left--but no one knew to where. I then
ran to our apartment, across the street from the
school, to see if they had gone there. After checking
out our vacant apartment and returning to the
lobby of our building, the first tower collapsed--and
our building lost power.

I immediately evacuated the area by following the
throng of people headed north on the West Side
Highway, the highway that is on the west border of
Manhattan and the Hudson River. In the midst of
the crowd, I was able to outrun the smoke and
debris cloud that had been created by the towers’
collapse. A couple hours later, I found Fran and the
kids in Greenwich Village, where a friend’s mom
invited us to stay the night on their comfortable
pullout sofa bed.

The next few days found us moving from location
to location, finally settling into a hotel that had
extended a gracious "displaced Battery Park City
Resident" rate (a miracle!).

It’s amazing how God protected
us. It is easy to see how God kept
His hand on us as we ran all over
downtown Manhattan that day.  

Today, P.S. 89 is the Command
Center for the New York City
Office of Emergency Manage-

ment, and our home is sur-
rounded by National Guard
checkpoints and security.
There is no word as to when
the kids’ school will re-open.
Everything in their school
was covered with dust and
has to be replaced.  The P.S.
89 PTA is hurriedly setting
up fundraising efforts to re-
outfit the school so that

when it re-opens the children will enter an atmos-
phere that is warm, friendly, and welcoming.

Many children, including Sarah and Brian Jr., wit-
nessed the plane(s) hit the WTC first hand, and will
need your prayers as they deal with this incident.
Brian Boyd (93) – brian@boydgroup.net
Senior Project Manager, Global Crossing (telecom
firm)

(You can contact Brian and Fran at: 41 River
Terrace, Apt. PHA3, New York, NY 10282, phone
646-414-7626.)

GOD BLESS AMERICAGOD BLESS AMERICA

The Boyds: Brian, Fran, Sarah, and Brian, Jr.
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Get ready, ‘cause Hear W.E. Go!
Building on the foundation created by last year’s Choose L.I.F.E. program, President Richard

Roberts has launched Hear W.E. Go. 

Choose L.I.F.E., spearheaded by Dr. Mark Hall of the English department, focused on charac-
ter-building as demonstrated through love, integrity, forgiveness, and excellence. The new Hear
W.E. Go campaign--hear God’s voice, work, exceed, and go into the world--encourages students
to take more direct action. 

President Roberts established a Hear W.E. Go committee, chaired by Dr. Jeff Ogle, whose pur-
pose includes helping students make the most of their ORU experience.

"This is not something new we’re manufacturing," Dr. Ogle said. "It’s who we’ve always been.
This campaign, if successful, will have better connected the students, faculty, and staff to our
reason for being. "This is about making connections with our mission and purpose."

The committee, composed of eleven students and faculty/staff members, has come up with
numerous ways to spread the new
words:

*  Chapel speakers’ messages

*  Newsletter

*  Scripture postcards

*  Poster campaign

*  Web site

*  Oracle articles

*  Table cards in the cafeteria

Ogle said the goal of Hear W.E. Go is
very simple. "We want students to someday say, ‘I’m doing what God created me to do, and I
love it.’ We want to help them find the strengths with which God has gifted them, and give

them opportunities to ‘go’ through community outreach and missions."

Being an ORU student "is not just about a degree," Ogle stressed. "It’s about king-
dom work. The focus needs to be on what God wants you to do with your life."

Most ORU students probably know the "Raise up your students" mission statement
by heart, but have they internalized what it means to hear God’s voice? Are they will-
ing to work hard, to go beyond what they believe they are capable of achieving, and
to put their education and gifts to good use out in the world? These are some of the
questions that Hear W.E. Go is addressing.

Dove Award-winning singer Margaret
Becker graced the campus last April as
a featured speaker for the "Choose
L.I.F.E." program. Her words inspired
us, convicted us, touched us…and
changed us. Here’s just a sampling of
what she had to say.

In 1995, Maggie took a time-out.
"As I examined my life, I realized that I
was halfway living that life because I
was allowing other people to define
what success was as it applied to me."

"As you’re starting out, before you
begin, I challenge you: define what suc-
cess is for you." 

You need a plan. "Mine is to effec-
tively communicate what it is like to
live under the umbrella of Christ’s love
in an unpredictable world." 

"The template (for living) held up to
us by the world is definitely skewed
and not Christ-based. God’s template is
not our template." 

"I’d love to see a more honest
exchange, more Christians not afraid of
the big questions. It’s all right to know
God is a mysterious God." 

On hard work: "For me, I enjoy the
drudgery, reworking songs and essays.
Most people don’t want the drudgery.
They just want the
finished product."

On fulfilling her
call: "It’s not my
responsibility to
determine what
response comes
(from my art). My
job is to get out of
the way and let God
use my art as He will."

Logo design by Diane (Proctor-77) Peterson 

ORU student Deana Ball (left) poses with
singer Margaret Becker at one of last spring’s
"Choose L.I.F.E." events.
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"Don’t panic! We don’t intend to rush into
unfunded and undermanned projects. However,
with just a little creative planning we can make
some serious strides in the area of leadership."

So said Dr. Ralph Fagin in a memo to the
Leadership Task Force last February.

When it comes to leadership, Dr. Fagin said,
"We haven’t brought it all together yet. We have
the spokes but not the hub of the wheel." Some of
the spokes, however, are pretty impressive.

*  More than two dozen faculty and staff
members and alumni have committed them-
selves to help develop a leadership pro-
gram at ORU for students and faculty.

*  Dr. Tim Elmore (83), vice president of
EQUIP, a nonprofit organization founded to
develop leaders in the urban, academic,
and international arenas, spoke to the task
force last spring. (EQUIP is part of the
INJOY Group, founded by best-selling
author Dr. John C. Maxwell, whose books
include The 21 Irrefutable Laws of
Leadership.) 

•  The Crusader Scholarship Fund [led by
Dave Crowell (80)] awarded a $7,500
Leadership Scholarship to ORU student
Rachel Pisors for this school year.

*  The Alumni Association decided to include
leadership initiatives in its "Shaping
Tomorrow’s Christian Leaders" campaign,
along with honors, faculty development,
mentoring, student advisement, and service
learning.

*  A May 7-9 leadership conference for deans
and department chairmen, led by Don Page
of Trinity Western University in Canada,
was held at Our Lady of Sorrows Convent
in Broken Arrow. A second conference for
faculty members will be held next spring.

*  Work has begun on developing a syllabus
for an honors leadership course.

*  Audrey Thompson, assistant professor of
nursing, has enrolled in the Leadership
Tulsa program.

*  ORU history major Jamie Mathew won the
$1,000 George Nigh Scholarship and an
expenses-paid trip to a leadership academy
in Oklahoma City.

*  Fagin and Dr. Jeff Ogle, VP for Student
Services, attended a leadership forum last
summer at EQUIP headquarters to study
methods of developing leaders on college
campuses and gathered some ideas that
ORU can use in existing courses.

*  ORU launched a new mentoring program
for new faculty members this fall. The goal
is to nurture servant-leader qualities in the
faculty.

Where is the money for these efforts coming
from? Partly from ORU and partly from funds con-
tributed by alumni in 1999 for the Academic
Enhancement campaign. "I’ve been amazed at
how we’ve been able to leverage a few dollars,"
Fagin said. "With a little straw, all these bricks are
being made."

And there’s a lot more to come.

ORU purchased the leadership library, consisting of books and tapes, from EQUIP to make available to
all students and faculty.
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A Moving
Experience

New women’s chaplain Cindy Mills said that when
members of the Student Services
team were discussing ways to
greet new students in August and
"make them feel welcome," an
idea introduced by First Lady
Lindsay Roberts led to what
became a "moving experience."

When new students drove
into the parking lots on Aug. 12,
they were greeted by more than
100 student chaplains and acade-
mic peer advisors who worked in
teams to tote boxes, bags, and fur-
niture. 

The original plan was to help
just the new students. The plan
quickly changed when
everyone realized what
an opportunity it was to
serve all of the students.

"We became more
sophisticated as the week
went on, realizing the
impact that our gestures

of kindness were having," said Nancy Brainard (92), assistant
to the VP for Student Services and associate dean of the
School of LifeLong Education. "So, we stepped up our efforts
(on Tuesday and Wednesday), rented some golf carts, and
added some more water stations."

It wasn’t just students who toiled in the 100-degree
weather and the rain. "Jose (Miranda, the men’s chaplain)

and I decided if we were going to
ask them to be out in the heat,
we needed to be out there too,"
Mills said.

The goal, she explained, was "to
show up at the car and do it all--
get everything up to the room--in
one trip."

Aside from providing some
muscle, "This was a good chance
for new students to meet their
chaplains and APAs," she said.

Come January 2002, the chap-
lains and APAs will be at it again.
Neither rain, nor heat, nor …

(From left) Women’s chaplain Cindy Mills,
Courtney Smith, Betsy Lewis, Nicole
Nichols, Jessica Dankworth, Josh Uptigrove,
and (far right) Landry Young made up just
one of the many work crews greeting stu-
dents and parents in the parking lots and
helping with move-in.

Sarah King (left) and Jessica Dankworth tote the load.

Registration is a whole new ballgame at ORU. No more long lines. No more trudging from building
to building. Today, students can go online to apply to ORU, register for classes (exception: freshmen and
athletes), check the status of their financial aid, drop/add courses, and pay bills. Mail and telephone
are two other options that help students save time and energy. "Students can literally complete the entire
registration cycle before physically coming back to campus each semester," said Dr. Jeff Ogle, vice pres-
ident for Student Services.

Did 
You 

Know?



Back to
the Basics
By Julie Heden, Class of 2002

Marc Pettograsso, Student Association president, is focused on helping the stu-
dent body discover and follow God's will. Pettograsso, a New Yorker, came to
ORU last fall to follow God's call upon his own life. "I went where God's peace
was," he said.

Holding an office is not a new thing for Pettograsso. He was the student body
president at Liberty University as well as the student council president for the
ORU seminary. All of these leadership positions have helped to prepare him for
the SA presidency. Pettograsso admits that he never intended to run for the SA
presidency, but after fasting, praying and a series of events, he found himself in
office. Looking back through the years, it is evident that God has directed him
toward politics.

So why earn a master’s in theology? "I know I'm called to be a minister,
whether it be in a conventional or unconventional ministry setting," he said. "It is
an excellent way to prepare for what God has called me to do." Through the
School of Theology, Pettograsso has participated in general field education (Tulsa
missions work). He has worked closely with a government housing facility, Inhoff
Plaza, by providing nutrition and checkbook balancing classes as well as Bible
studies and movie nights. He also helped out with Victory Christian Center's 24/7
youth program under the leadership of Tom Dillingham.

With the launching of the new Hear W.E. Go campaign (see page 13),
Pettograsso believes that the student body is learning how to hear God's voice and
to wait on Him. "The heartbeat of ORU is to be in the center of God's will, being
obedient and open to where He leads. There is a new initiative for revival to get
students involved again in seeking God." 

There’s another incredible change going on at ORU these days, with all of the
new construction. "I know that President Roberts has heard from God on these
new projects, and I look forward to returning as an alumnus to see the wonderful
changes that will have taken place on campus. It will increase school spirit and
campus pride, for students and alumni," said Pettograsso. Among the many pro-
jects currently underway are the new Student Center and a coffeehouse (located
next to the Eagles’ Nest).

In concert with his fellow officers, Pettograsso is working hard to keep students
informed of things that are happening on campus. With his "President's Corner" in

a publication posted on every wing and floor, he is able to keep the student body
up to date. "Increased communication is one of the SA’s goals this year," he said. 

In addition to the President's Corner, the SA is making new strides with the
implementation of ORU Spirit Cards that encourage students to attend different
activities on campus by entering them in a drawing with the chance to win prizes.
Web sites for SA and for commuters are also in the works. The SA is making an

effort to reach out to commuters through a monthly newsletter and with the
Adopt-A-Commuter program, where a commuter is adopted by an ORU wing and
participates in wing functions.

Spiritual growth is one of the main emphases in the SA. "I want to put God first
in the Student Association," Pettograsso said. "This year we start all of our execu-
tive meetings with prayer. If we seek first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness, all those other things we want to accomplish will just flow out from that.
Honoring God is crucial and must be at the forefront of our agenda. One reason I
believe we will be successful this year is that there is a real cohesiveness between
all of the officers. We are all focused on honoring God and serving students." 

The SA vision statement, as reported to the Board of Regents, is to raise the
standard of excellence with a renewed emphasis on encouraging spiritual growth,
improving student life, and refining SA’s commitment of service to the student
body. "We were founded on keeping God first," Pettograsso stressed. "We were
founded on hearing God’s voice and then going into all the world."

16
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New Staff
Members 
Step Up
By Joy (Steiner) Moore (2000)

It is often said that the college
years are the time of life when peo-
ple are most formidable, adopting
the values and lifestyle choices that
will remain with them throughout
adulthood.  At Oral Roberts
University, that premise makes the
whole-person philosophy all the
more important, as members of the
faculty and staff strive to provide stu-
dents with a strong foundation of
Christian principles as well as invalu-
able opportunities to then put their
beliefs in action.

Dr. Connie (Taylor) Sjoberg (77),
who worked in Student Affairs from 1980 to 1987, has
returned to serve as the new dean of women. Having
lived in Ponca City, Okla., and then Kansas City, Dr.
Sjoberg’s desire is to pass on to students the lessons
she gained while away from ORU. "I want to set a per-
sonal example as a wife and mother, a spiritual exam-
ple through a total dependence on God, and a profes-
sional example as I encourage our female students to
succeed in their chosen occupations and go on to earn
graduate degrees."

Sjoberg is working closely with Cindy Mills, the new
women’s chaplain.

"Our desire is to deal with issues together, in a loving
way, bringing healing and restoration to students’ lives,"
says Mills, who is enjoying her role as women’s chap-
lain. "Another goal of mine is to reach out to our com-
muter students and adult learners, creating a deeper

sense of family and unity on the ORU campus."
Mills has many years of ministry experience, hav-
ing co-pastored a Wisconsin church with her hus-
band and having worked at Victory Christian
Center in Tulsa for several years, and has a big
heart for the students.

As students draw closer to the Lord and begin to
develop the fruits of a godly
lifestyle, the Community
Outreach department and its
new director, Jason Frederick
(2000), are there to provide
opportunities to go into the
Tulsa community and openly
share the love of Christ in prac-
tical ways. "Our goal is to
give ORU students hands-on
opportunities to see ministry
happen, placing the passion in
each of them to reach out to
the community," says

Frederick, a native of
Pennsylvania. "An improvement I
believe we have made this year is
working with wing chaplains* to

take their wings out on monthly outreaches, giving
them the responsibility of motivating their fellow
students to become a part of practical ministry."  

"I think the important thing is that we’re all working
together," says Sjoberg, who has graduate degrees in
counseling and applied behavioral studies. "It’s exciting to
be able to contribute to the lives of students and see them
become the people that they were called by God to be."
*The responsibilities of the former Community Outreach
wing representatives have now been incorporated into
wing chaplains’ job descriptions. According to Spiritual
Life administrator John Thompson (92), the goal was "to
restructure for greater effectiveness and efficiency--to
consolidate all the spiritual elements under the leader-
ship of the chaplains. This sends the message to the stu-
dents that outreach is an integral part of their spiritual
growth, not something separate from Bible study and
devotions."

Jason Frederick

Cindy Mills

Dr. Connie Sjoberg

Dr. Thomson Mathew, dean of the School of Theology and Missions,
receives a gift of $100,000 from Anne-Lee Paschall Roscoe in
September. The gift, given in honor of Paschall Roscoe’s 25-year part-
nership with the Oral Roberts Ministries and university and as a memor-
ial to a family member, will be used to endow annual scholarships for
full-time seminary students. 
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Three years ago, twenty-six faculty members came together
to talk about student writing at ORU.

In the spring of 2000, this Writing Across the Disciplines
ad hoc committee, commissioned by the University Faculty
Assembly, issued its final report and began implementing a
host of recommendations designed to

*  help faculty members incorporate writing into
every class and

*  evaluate and improve student writing.
"Everyone was eager to have work done in this area," said

Lori Kanitz of the English department, who chaired
the WAD committee. What made it suc-
cessful, she believes, is that "it was a
faculty-led, -generated, -initiated
committee. To succeed, it
had to be a grassroots effort.

"We not only met but
exceeded our goals, I think,
and from the feedback I’ve
received from faculty and
administrators, that seems
to be the majority’s opinion
as well."

If you look into an ORU
classroom today, you’ll see
math professors putting
essay questions on exams,
government professors
requiring students to ana-
lyze "Washington’s Farewell
Address" in no less than
four pages, communication
arts professors emphasizing
correct sentence structure in written
and oral presentations, history profes-
sors telling students to write movie reviews in the style of
newspaper journalists, and language professors giving 200-
word writing assignments in response to course reading.

Student writing skills have been a concern at many univer-
sities since the late 1970s, so ORU is not alone in addressing
this issue. In fact, the National Consortium for Writing
Across the Disciplines/Curriculum Network, which ORU
has joined, includes member schools in Belgium, Ontario, and
Puerto Rico.

Students of today, Kanitz said, have visual literacy, but that
doesn’t always carry over to their writing. "There’s been a cul-
tural shift to video," she said. As a result, "critical thinking
skills are suffering. People used to be able to listen to and

understand a rhetorically complex, two-hour sermon. Today,
information is presented in such small packages, in images and
sound bites."

Even textbooks have undergone a startling change, Kanitz
said. "I was sent an examination copy of a composition text-
book recently. It had very little text, mainly images, and the
writing exercises contained in the book were based on pic-
tures."

What’s the ultimate answer to the writing problem?
"Writing is a craft," Kanitz said. "The only way to get better
is to practice." And since "you can’t expect two semesters of
college English to make a proficient writer, you need
Writing Across the Disciplines. A student has to be held
to certain standards in every class if he is going to learn to

communicate effectively with
the written word."

Writer’s Workbench, a soft-
ware program that provides a
style analysis, has been
installed on every computer in
the residence hall labs, the
Cooperative Learning Center
(CLC), and the Academic
Computing Labs. "It reviews
writing at a level of detail we (as
faculty) could never hope to get
to," Kanitz said. Because stu-
dents respond well to technolo-
gy in general, she added,
"they’re more open to sitting
down at a computer" for this
type of critique. "They feel like
they’re getting specific, con-

crete information about something that seems nebulous and
mysterious."

A faculty member might protest that it takes too long to
grade a stack of writing assignments, but Kanitz said they can
use "write to learn" exercises; one example is the "microtheme"
in which students must synthesize what they’ve studied,
reducing it all to a few sentences on a 3x5 card. "It forces them
to dig and think about the essence of the material," she said.
"The student is the one who has to do the mental work, and it’s
still accomplishing the purpose."

The goal at ORU, as at many schools, is not only to improve
student writing, but also to bolster students’ cognitive skills
and help them become "discerning, mature, critical thinkers,"
Kanitz said. "If they don’t know how to think carefully, to dis-
cern how a rhetorical device is operating, it could really affect



them, politically, socially, and spiritually."
As she pointed out to her students when the United States

was grappling with the spy plane issue in China last spring,
language has immediate consequences. "The resolution of that
problem hinged on the translation of one word."

Words, written or spoken, do matter.
ORU is in the process of building an endowment for Writing
Across the Disciplines, thanks in large part to generous gifts from
alumni. If you would like to help, send your gifts to the ORU
Alumni Foundation.

Just Some of 
What’s Been Done†

*  Graduate faculty,
English 305 instruc-
tors, and faculty who
serve as senior paper
advisors are being sur-
veyed biannually.

*  A comparison of
entering students’ ACT
(English) and SAT
(Verbal) scores with
those of other member
schools in the Council
of Christian Colleges and Universities is being
done biannually.

*  In English 101, there’s a stronger emphasis on
technical correctness and revision.

*  Writer’s Workbench has been installed, and work-
shops have been held to train faculty in its use.

*  A WAD newsletter has been published once
per semester for faculty.

*  An advisory board has been created to develop
and implement WAD.

*  ORU joined the National Consortium for
Writing Across the Disciplines/Curriculum
Network.

*  WAD resource materials for faculty have been
developed.
*  Basic University-wide writing
standards have been adopted
and included in the catalog.
*  Cooperative Learning Center
tutors have been trained to use
Writer’s Workbench.
*  The use of good writing skills
within every course at ORU
has been promoted.
*  Instructors have been trained
through workshops to create
writing assignments with clear-
ly defined goals, requirements,

and grading standards.
†About two-thirds of the committee’s May 2000 recommenda-

tions have been accomplished. Several others are in progress.

"Writing is a craft," Kanitz said.
"The only way to get better is to
practice." And since "you can’t
expect two semesters of college

English to make a 
proficient writer, you need

Writing Across the Disciplines.”

God, Community,
Alma Mater
We need your nominations for
Alumnus of the Year 2003
in these three categories.

We were greatly encouraged by the number
of nominees we received for the 2002 awards.
Thank you for your participation! If your nom-
inee was not chosen for 2002, you may resub-
mit his or her name for 2003.

To make a nomination, contact us and ask
for an "AOY Nomination Form." Use this to
explain why your candidate deserves to be
named "Alumnus of the Year" in the category
of Distinguished Service to God, to the
Community, or to the Alma Mater. You may

also send other background materials to sup-
port your nomination.

The criteria are:
"…to God"
Excellence in fulfillment of Oral Roberts’

vision for students to go into "every man’s
world" through full- or part-time ministry in a
church, missions organization, or ministry.

"…to the Community"
Excellence in serving the community and

society, including those outside the kingdom of
God, by bringing God’s voice, light, and power
into their world; and excellence in meeting
unique challenges presented by their environ-
ment.

"…to the Alma Mater"
Excellence in his/her field of service, contri-

butions to the total life of the University, and
spiritual impact on students, the ORU commu-
nity, and fellow alumni. (While nominations in
this category may be based in part on out-
standing or faithful financial support of ORU,
this is not a prerequisite.)

In each category, quality and longevity of
service and ministry may be considered, and
those who have served "quietly and faithfully"
will be on equal footing with those who are
widely recognized for their work. Each nomi-
nee’s life and conduct should reflect Christ’s
character as revealed in Scripture.

Nominations are due on July 1, 2002, in
the Office of Alumni Relations. Call Alumni
Relations at (918) 495-6610 if you have
questions.
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The ORU School of
Business: A blend of 
classic and contemporary
By David Dyson, Ph.D. (73;78-MBA), Dean

Like a summer wedding, a stroll
through the School of Business
offices will reveal something old,
something new, something bor-
rowed, and something blue. The
familiar faces of Czar
Gillen, Ray Gregg, Rinne
Martin, Eugene
Swearingen, Terry Unruh,
and Carol Wilson will
radiate with smiles of
enthusiasm and phrases
such as "quid pro quo" and
"It is all right to make a
mistake while learning" or
"Que pasa?" Like a good
cheese, some things just get
better with age.

Inside the offices and class-
rooms one will find new tech-
nology at work. Course home-
pages, Power Point presenta-
tions, Internet research, and a
host of other applications
replace the punch cards and
transparencies of the past. The
newest twist in the school is
Internet courses with CDs,
streaming audio and video,

and chat sessions and threaded discussions. These classes,
accompanied by four modular sessions of seven to ten days
each, comprise the course delivery of the Master of
Management program with emphases in Non-Profit
Administration and Human Resource Management. 

Borrowing from the past to create
the future, the School of Business
thanks the alumni who have generous-
ly given to help keep the department
near the leading edge in technology.
Alumni contributions have helped pro-
vide computers in every office of the
business faculty. Thanks for running
with us in this continuous race of tech-
nology aerobics.

Pride in the Blue and Gold still
runs high. Terry Unruh is the faculty
representative for the Athletics
department. Dr. Walt MacMillan is
perhaps the head cheerleader, seen
at all sporting events from basket-
ball to volleyball. Season ticket

holders include David Dyson, Ray
Gregg, Julie Huntley, Walt
MacMillan, Mark Maynard, Carol
Wilson, Marshal Wright, and Terry
Unruh. While the Titan Train has
been retired and has given way to
Eli and Rock the House, fun and
fellowship still prevail as the
cheers resound for the Golden
Eagles… and the business alumni.
We hope to see you at
Homecoming, Feb. 1 and 2.

Familiar faces: The School of Business fac-
ulty includes (back row, left to right) Terry
Unruh and Dr. Rinne Martin and (front
row, left to right) the dean, Dr. David
Dyson, Dr. George Gillen, Carol Wilson, M.
Ray Gregg, and Dr. Eugene Swearingen.

These are some of the thirty-nine under-
graduate business honors students and club
leaders and nine faculty and staff mem-
bers who took part in the annual School of
Business retreat, Oct. 5 and 6, at Camp
Lutherhoma in Tahlequah, Okla.

We would love to have you back!
Choose from these three programs:
•  Master of Management
Non-Profit Management
•  Master of Management
Human Resource Management
•  Master of Business
Administration
Now accepting applications for
Spring 2002. Call the Adult
Learning Service Center at 800-
643-7976 for more information.

Dr. George Gillen goes to the net!

I N M E M O R I A M

Roy Rakestraw, Ph.D.
Jan. 31, 1942 - Aug. 18, 2001

Chairman, Department of Math and Computer Science, 2000-2001
Dr. Rakestraw, who first came to ORU in the fall of 1988, described his salvation as "a Damascus expe-

rience." In a video clip shown at his memorial service on Aug. 22, he said that he had explored all kinds of

religions before coming to the Lord. On the night he was saved--kneeling in his own living room--there

was "an explosion of the grace of God," he said. "Something came alive in me. I knew instantly that if I was

the only person to walk the face of the earth, Jesus would have died for me." After getting saved, Rakestraw

read through the entire Bible in two weeks…and then repeated the process, said his daughter Jamie. "I saw

my dad reading his Bible every day. He was a great example.

"My dad had everything in order," she said. "He was ready to go to meet the Lord."

Dr. Rakestraw with his colleagues in 1995. Back row, left to
right: Dave Eland, Jim McGinnis, Rakestraw, Russell Sowell.
Front row: Tom Bomholt, Debra Sowell, Carole Todd, Verbal
Snook.



It didn’t seem possible back in
July when these "before" photos
were taken, but Gabrielle Christian
Salem Residence for Women was
ready to open in early August. 

More than 150 students are liv-
ing in this state-of-the-art hall,
including nine Fellows and
Associate Fellows from the new
honors program.

The hall was dedicated on Oct.
26 during the Lindsay Roberts
Women’s Conference. A bronze
statue of Gabrielle, who died in
November 1999 at age six after
battling a brain tumor, was
unveiled in the lobby. 

South side of lobby, September 2001.

Exterior of lobby, July 2001.

Exterior of lobby, September
2001. See Pacific Ocean in
background. (Just kidding.)

No more keys! Now it’s key-
cards.

North side of lobby, July 2001.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

ORU
WHAT’S HAPPENING

ORUat

Since the 1994-95 academic year, the Office of Grants and
Research Development has seen fairly steady increases in the
number and percentage of proposals submitted and funded, and in
the total number of dollars raised.

The totals for 1994-95 were: 18 proposals submitted, 10 funded
(a 56% rate), and $406,775 in funds received.

In 2000-01, all four of those numbers went up significantly: 37
proposals submitted, 29 funded (a 73% rate), and $3,101,445 in
funds received. One of the projects driving the increase in funds
last year was the new Student Center campaign, which attracted
more than $2 million in grants. Other external support recorded
by the office in 2000-01 included:

*  $500,000 for computer network enhancements and
library holdings

*  More than $123,000 for the School of Education
(Residency Year Teachers Program and Curriculum
Media and Technology Center)

*  About $75,000 for the sixth year of ORU’s Title IV-E
subcontract with the University of Oklahoma for a
Child Welfare Program (Behavioral Sciences)

*  More than $53,000 for ORU’s Summer Math and
Science Academy

*  Nearly $50,000 for Athletics (sports medicine facilities)

*  More than $28,000 for computer equipment and tutori-
al software for the Cooperative Learning Center

*  More than $22,000 for student and faculty research
(Biology)

*  $17,000 worth of equipment (Engineering)

*  $15,000 for School of Business special projects

*  Nearly $10,000 for faculty research and related travel
(Chemistry)

*  More than $6,000 for the Faculty Research Seed Fund

*  $3,000 for Gabrielle Christian Salem Residence for
Women

According to Dr. David Connor (73), director of the office as
well as associate dean of the School of Arts and Sciences, external
funding comes primarily from corporations and foundations. He is
especially proud of the fact that in the past seven years, every fac-
ulty proposal for intramural grants and research support has been
approved for funding through the Faculty Research Seed Fund.
This fund is made possible in large part through gifts from alumni
and friends.  [If you’d like to make a donation, contact Dr. Connor at (918)
495-6214 or at dconnor@oru.edu.]  

Grants office marks increases

Stay linked to your alma mater!
Fun, loving, energetic alumni needed immediately to adopt waiting wings!

If you live in the Tulsa area and you’d like to get involved at ORU in a meaningful way, the Wing Backer program could be just the ticket.
Wing Backers (individuals or couples) "adopt" a wing or floor and open their homes to about 30 ORU students. (Remember how great it was to
get off campus now and then and use someone’s kitchen to bake cookies, or to just kick back and watch some TV?) Wing Backers also share in
activities such as intramurals and retreats, attend on-campus sports or social events, bring special treats for hall meetings, and, most important
of all, pray for their students.

For more information or to sign up, contact Tammy Denton in Alumni Relations at (918) 495-6580 or at tdenton@oru.edu
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Transferring
Assets: The
‘How’ of Estate
Planning
By Marshal Wright (83;89-MBA), Associate Professor, School of Business

One of the first questions that should be addressed in the estate
planning process is: "How can assets be transferred most effec-
tively to the next line of beneficiaries?" In response, there are only
three ways to transfer assets upon death, and the best way
depends upon the particular circumstances involved. The three
methods of transfer are:

1. Operation of law,

2. Probate, and

3. Trusts.

Operation of Law
Operation of law provides that the

transfers usually occur without having to
go through a court procedure. In essence,
the transfer occurs "by law" since a death
has occurred. This method includes two
primary tools of transfer: (a) beneficiary
designation assets such as life insurance,
retirement plans, annuities, and other simi-
lar assets, and (b) joint tenancy with rights
of survivorship.

Beneficiary designation. Beneficiary
designation is accomplished by filling out the appropriate desig-
nation form with the company holding the asset prior to death.
When death occurs, the asset is distributed to the named benefi-
ciary(s), usually without any major legal procedures and without
much time delay. While this planning tool has several advan-
tages, it normally would not be used as the primary planning tool
in that it is an incomplete plan. It will often be inadequate to
appropriately deal with the many contingencies that arise with
transfers occurring at death.

Joint tenancy with rights of survivorship. Most people own
assets in joint tenancy, especially with a spouse. The nature of
joint tenancy is that when one of the joint tenants dies, the sur-
vivors automatically have the rights to the property. This, like
beneficiary designation, usually occurs without any major legal
procedures and without much time delay. However, joint tenancy
is different from beneficiary designation in that it is a co-owner-
ship of property. 

In other words, all of the joint tenants own a portion of the
property, causing a loss of control, possible exposure to creditors,
a possible overriding of other planning documents (wills/trusts),
and possibly even some negative tax exposures. Therefore, it is
normally not recommended that assets be held in joint tenancy
with anyone other than a spouse, and even then only after being
advised as to other potential pitfalls.

As can be seen, operation of law assets possess the benefits of
ease of creation and ease of distribution. However, they are typi-
cally inadequate as the primary planning tool and have too many
negative exposures to be considered as foundational.

Probate
Probate is the procedure by which the court orders assets to be

transferred to the beneficiaries. This procedure is costly and time-
consuming. Most people understand that if they do not imple-
ment a will or trust, their assets must be submitted to the probate
process to be distributed as the court directs according to the
state’s laws. This is known as "in testate succession." However,
many people mistakenly believe that having a will avoids pro-

bate. This is not the case. 

A will is simply a "Dear Judge" letter that is
submitted to the probate court procedure to
order that the desires expressed in the will be
carried out in accordance with the law. This
does not mean that a will is not a valid estate
planning tool. In fact, for many the will is the
foundational tool for their plan. Even though
it will incur costs and face some time delay at
the time of distribution, it is very affordable to
implement and provides for the ultimate dis-
tribution of the estate by an executor accord-
ing to explicit directions. It may also provide

for guardianship of children and custodianship over monies held
for the benefit of minors. 

In some instances, however, a will may not be adequate, espe-
cially for estates that are more complicated and/or have tax expo-
sures that need to be addressed. In those cases a trust may be a
better tool to implement. We will address trusts and trust plan-
ning in the next edition.      

This article has been prepared by and is the exclusive property of
Marshal H. Wright, Esq., and Excellence magazine. It is distributed
with the understanding that no legal, accounting, or other professional
services are rendered, and no attorney/client relationship is established.
If a plan is being prepared, or if legal advice or other expert assistance is
required, the services of a professional should be obtained. All rights
reserved.

Marshal Wright also holds a juris doctorate from Regent University.
This article is his second in a series of articles on estate planning. Future
articles will address Trusts, Planning for Incapacity, Tax Implications of
Estate Planning, and Charitable Giving through the Estate.

‘How can assets
be transferred
most effectively
to the next line of
beneficiaries?’



24

With the recent dedication of Gabrielle Christian Salem
Residence for Women, and a new building project—the
$17.5 million Student Center—underway, it seemed like
a good time to look back at how two of ORU’s early build-
ings came into being.

Barely two months after ORU opened its
doors to its first 300 students, a group of 300
ministry partners came to campus to take part
in what was known as the "Gideons March." 

On the evening of Oct. 31, 1965, the
marchers formed two
lines--one led by
Board of Regents
chairman Lee Braxton,
the other by then-
president Oral
Roberts--next to the
excavation site of the
Prayer Tower and
made their way to the
brand-new, one-of-a-
kind Learning
Resources Center to
help light the eternal
flame that to this day
burns brightly above
the fountain at the
northwest corner of
the building.

Two years before the LRC opened, President
Roberts "called for an army of 300 partners" to
give $10,000 each, reported William C.
Armstrong+ in the March 1966 issue of Abundant
Life magazine.  "He promised them that one
night they would light their torches and make
their march of faith across this campus…

"A sudden blast of trumpets resounds across
the campus and the surrounding hillside--the
signal to light the torches!" Armstrong wrote.
"All lights on the campus are shut off, and all

that can be seen are the 300 flames of the
faithful."

After the partners completed their short jour-
ney to the LRC, Roberts addressed them from
the porch. "I say to all of you who have
become ‘Gideons’ by faith in our Lord Jesus,
and have carried your flame tonight, that we
gather up those flames into one flame, sym-
bolizing the Light of the World, which is Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, the Son of the Living God.

With my mother, who
prayed that I would
become a servant of
God, and with my
father, who led me in
the right path, and
with my beloved wife
at my side, and my
son Richard, and my
daughter Roberta, we
light the flame and
may it burn until
Jesus comes…unto
the glory of God."

ORU vice president
Dr. John D. Messick,
for whom the LRC is
named, told the

crowd, "When Harvard University* came into
being in 1636, it was a great day in America.
It was born primarily that professional people,
and particularly ministers, could be educated
to disseminate the Word of God.

"Oral Roberts University comes into being
for an even greater purpose in that its vision
is worldwide and for the whole body of Christ
in its educational and charismatic scope."

Claudius Roberts Hall, ORU’s first high-rise
residence, had its initial dedication ceremony
on Oct. 31. Those present on the fifth floor
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included the fourteen
"house sponsors" who
each gave $26,000 to
build the hall. At the
outdoor dedication cere-
mony on Nov. 7, the
featured guests were the
president’s parents, Rev.
and Mrs. E.M.
Roberts.

"There was never
a house built but
what it had to have a
foundation," Papa
Roberts said, speaking
on the veranda of what
today is known simply
as Claudius. "I think
Mamma and I have one
of the greatest privileges
of laying the foundation for this whole thing.

"Sometimes it takes quite a
while to lay the foundation.
We commenced 51 years ago.
Our automobile was a little
mule and an old worn-out
buggy. And our great building
was a brush arbor…with no
place to stand but the ground.
But somehow we got the mes-
sage of the gospel over.

"Today we have the greatest
opportunity to get the mes-
sage out that we’ve ever had."

+All of the quotes in this story came from

Armstrong’s March 1966 AL article.

*Harvard University was named for the

school’s first benefactor--John Harvard, a

minister who, upon his death in 1638, left

the school his library and half his estate.

Students provided music for the LRC ceremony.

President Oral Roberts and his father, E.M. Roberts

Dedication of Claudius Roberts Hall

During the summer of 2001, the LRC received a fresh coat of paint.

Welcome to the
Alumni Association,

Class of 2001!
We’re so glad you could join us. 
In case you’re wondering, you’ll

have access to the online alumni
directory (at alumniweb.oru.edu) by
the end of the year.

In the meantime, if you need any-
thing, please call or write to
Alumni Relations (918-495-6610 or
alumni@oru.edu).
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After more than two years of planning, the ORU
honors program was officially launched on Aug. 25
with an honors initiation breakfast.

Faculty mentors and staff from Admissions and
the Registrar’s Office were understandably thrilled
to see the fruits of their labors, in the form of eigh-
teen Fellows and thirty-one Associate Fellows,
assembled in the Regents’ Dining Room that bright
and sunny late-summer morning.

"Our department has looked forward to this for a
long time," said theology pro-
fessor Dr. Sam Thorpe (81-
M.A.Th.), who will be team-
teaching the Philosophy of
Science seminar next semester. 

"I am thrilled to be associated
with all of you," added Cara
Lovell, whose attention to
detail in the Registrar’s Office
has already earned the admira-
tion and appreciation of many
of these new students. 

"I hope these next four years
will change your life," said Lori
Sylvester, assistant director of Admissions. 

Dr. John Korstad, director of the honors program,
said that one of ORU’s goals is to engage the hon-
ors students in the recruitment effort. "Be active on
campus," he advised them. "Bring us ideas. We
want you to take the initiative."

Graduate Theology professor Dr. Henry Lederle is
not actually involved with the honors program, but

he is one of the many who have been supportive of
it. "I came this morning just to see you," he told the
Fellows. "This is the fulfillment of a dream. The
whole community is excited about you being here,
and we have great expectations of you."

Alyson Hall, president of the ORU chapter of
Gamma Beta Phi national honor society, encour-
aged the Fellows to join the chapter. Speaking
from experience, this junior from California also
shared some advice. "Academics are important, but

so is balance." They’ve already

taken that advice to heart. There’s
been a barbecue, a field trip to the ballet to see
"Don Quixote," and lots of other informal social
activities. Fellows have also signed up to help with
tutoring at the Boys and Girls Club, and at local
schools.

At the Honors Luncheon with President Richard
Roberts on Sept. 25 (postponed from Sept. 11),
Academics VP Dr. Ralph Fagin referred to ORU’s

"If there is any
place on the face
of the earth that
should have the
spirit of excel-
lence," he said,

"it’s ORU."

The eighteen honors Fellows pose with faculty members Dr. Kay Meyers and Nathan Opp (far right) at the end of an "Artistic Expression" seminar session.

Dr. George Thyvelikakath (far left) talks with Fellow Sam Alexander (cen-
ter) and two other honors students at the fall luncheon.
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mission statement and its "their works will exceed
yours" phrase. That doesn’t just apply to
Chancellor Oral Roberts, he said. It also applies to
the faculty and staff. "We want you to exceed us by
a long distance," he said, "and I love what I’m see-
ing so far."

Referring to honors as "an
idea well past due,"
President Roberts talked
about his days as an ORU
student and the role that
faculty members played in
mentoring him and point-
ing him in the right direc-
tion.

"If there is any place on
the face of the earth that
should have the spirit of
excellence," he said, "it’s
ORU."

Student Sketches
Associate Fellow
Rebecca Bratschun
is a freshman from
Tulsa. She is the daugh-
ter of Neal (81). When
her family was living in
California, they used to
come back to Tulsa fairly
regularly to attend the Rhema
camp meeting; they would stay at the Hilton
across the street from ORU, and her dad
"insisted on getting a room facing ORU so we
could see the Prayer Tower," Bratschun said.
This Organizational/Interpersonal
Communications major says she has earned
enough scholarship money to pay for all four
years at ORU. She plays the saxophone and
flute and has been on numerous missions trips
with her family.

Fellow Jared Buswell is a freshman from
New Berlin, Wisc. He is the son of Sandra
Cook (75) and is majoring in music and engi-
neering. He chose ORU because of its size, its
choice of majors, and its spiritual uniqueness.

"I wanted to broaden my perspective of how
people view God," he said. As for the honors
program: "I liked the ingenuity of it."  His major
could change, because he’s also interested in
film, writing, and philosophy.

Fellow Allison Brown is
the daughter of Debbie
(Madden-A). A freshman
majoring in mass media
communications, she had
attended a College
Weekend. When the hon-
ors program was
described to her, her
reaction was, "It sounds
cool. We get to be
Fellows? Come on! I was
so excited when I got in.
It was really great." She
describes the seminar
classes this way: "All they
did was put us around a
table (instead of in
desks), but it made us feel
like we were with impor-
tant people. It’s very infor-
mal. It’s a lot of fun."

Rebecca Jackson, an
Associate Fellow, is a fresh-

man from Pittsburgh, Pa. Her parents, Jeff
(78) and Cindy (Howe-78), were math majors
at ORU. Jackson says she loves math and sci-
ence--she’s taking physics this semester--but
her major is Youth Ministries. Her career goal
right now is to start or join an international
youth organization/ministry. ORU was her first
and only choice for college. Why honors? "I
wanted the academic challenge, and to get to
know other students who had the same kind
of academic background." Jackson says life on
the honors wing "is not quiet--at least, not all
the time," but everyone understands when
someone needs to go study. They decided not
to do intramural football, but you’ll see them
on the volleyball court. Their wing name is
Infinity.

Allison Brown

Rebecca Bratschun

Rebecca Jackson

Jared Buswell
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Join us for Homecoming 2002 as we
recall wonderful memories and cele-
brate the dreams of what lies ahead
for ORU. It’s your chance to link up
again with the classmates, profes-
sors, places, and events that made
your college days memorable. Come
discover with us…the best is yet to
come.

Alumni Ministers Conference
January 30 – February 1

Currently serving in full-time ministry?
Then this is the event for you. President
and Mrs. Richard Roberts invite you to join
them as they host the fourth annual Alumni
Ministers Conference. Service and work-
shop speakers will include faculty members
from the School of Theology and Missions,
as well as other alumni ministers. For more
information, call 918.495.7240.

CME Conference Features Nationally
Recognized Keynote Speaker

February 1 and 2
Balance--a challenge for everyone, but

especially for those who serve in the med-
ical profession. We want to help. In con-
junction with In His IMAGE, Inc., and
Hillcrest Medical Center, the ORU Alumni
Association will hold a CME conference
focused on "Marriage, Family, and

Medicine: Striking A Balance." Keynote
speaker: Dr. Walter Larimore, who is vice
president of medical outreach at Focus on
the Family. For more information, contact
Kevin Bish at 918.495.7436
(kbish@oru.edu).

Educational Conference for 
Mental Health Professionals

February 1
The Alumni Association will host its sec-

ond annual conference for those of you who
are making a difference in the world of
mental health. It takes place Friday, 8:30
a.m.-4:45 p.m., on the Mabee Mezzanine.
For more information, contact Kevin Bish at
918.495.7436 (kbish@oru.edu).

For Women Only!
February 2

Remember the late-night gatherings in one
dorm room to catch up on the latest hap-
penings? It’s our chance to connect with
just the "girls" once again. NEW this year is
a special women’s brunch on Saturday
morning at 10:30 a.m. on the 60th floor of
CityPlex Towers. Our special guest, Lu
Dunbar, will help equip you to become con-
fident in investing your time, treasure, and
talent for the Kingdom of God as she
shares on A Woman’s Divine Privilege. Call
918.495.6610 to register.

"Alumnus of the Year" Awards
February 2

Join us in celebrating the lives of some of
our fellow alumni for their service to God,
community, and our alma mater. The
awards will be presented at the President’s
Alumni Banquet on Saturday. Reserve your
tickets (free!) today by calling
918.495.6610. (Besides, when was the
last time you had the privilege of eating in
SAGA for free?)
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Homecoming
Chain of Events

Wednesday, January 30 
Alumni Ministers Conference, $50/pastor & $75/couple (pastor &

spouse), through Feb. 1 (918-495-6264 or
minrelations@oru.edu) 

Alumni Board of Directors new-member orientation and kick-off dinner 

Thursday, January 31
Alumni Board of Directors meeting, 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Alumni Ministers Conference continues 

GEBC Luncheon with David Barton, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Mabee
Center Mezzanine, $10/person 

Friday, February 1 
Alumni Board meeting continues 

Alumni Ministers Conference (through 10:50 a.m.) 

Continuing Medical Education conference (through 1:30 p.m. on
Feb. 2), Southern Hills Hilton, 8 a.m.-5:45 p.m., $195
(includes continental breakfasts and Friday luncheon) 

Homecoming Registration, 8:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Mabee Center north
lobby 

Continuing Education Seminar for Mental Health Professionals,
8:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m., Mabee Mezzanine, $50 (includes lunch) 

Homecoming chapel, 10:50 a.m., Christ’s Chapel 

CME luncheon, 12 noon, Holy Spirit Room 

Alumni Advisory Power Luncheon (School of Business American
Marketing Assn.), 12:30-2 p.m., Regents' Dining Room, $10 

School of Education open house, 2-5 p.m., GC 5th floor 

School of Nursing Homecoming Tea, 2:30-4:30 p.m., GC 3C03 

Modern Languages reception, 3:30-4:30 p.m., GC 5A01 

Engineering and Physics Alumni Advisory Board meeting, 4:30
p.m., GC 1D23 

Class of 1972 reunion, 6:30 p.m., Regents' Dining Room, $20 

Class of 1982 reunion, 7 p.m., Holy Spirit Room, $20 

Class of 1992 reunion, Mabee Center Mezzanine, 7:30 p.m., $20 

Saturday, February 2 
Homecoming Registration, 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m., Mabee Center north

lobby 

Undergrad Theology Alumni Breakfast, 8-10 a.m., Mabee Center
Mezzanine, $6.75 

CME conference concludes, 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Phelps Pipe Organ Demonstration, 8:45-9:30 a.m., Christ's Chapel 

Alumni University 

"Personal Financial Planning" with Dr. Rinne
Martin, 9-10 a.m., GC 3112

"Marriage Makers and Breakers" with Dr. Larry
Walker, 9-10 a.m., GC 3116

"Pursuing Your Dreams" with Tom Newman, 10-11
a.m., GC 3116  

"Estate Planning" with Dr. Marshal Wright, 10-11
a.m., GC 3112

Music Department Alumni Brunch featuring the Donald Ryan Trio,
9:30-11:30 a.m., Timko-Barton Lobby, $5 

Women's Brunch with special speaker Lu Dunbar, 10:30 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., CityPlex Towers 60th floor, $10 

Annual Faculty/Staff vs. Alumni basketball and volleyball games,
10 a.m.-12 noon, Aerobics Center 

Music Ministries Alumni Banquet, 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m., Holy Spirit
Room, $10 

Biology Alumni Council meeting, 12 noon, GC 1B04 

Graduate Theology Alumni Luncheon, 12-2:30 p.m., Regents'
Dining Room, $12 

Women's RA Alumni Tea, 1-3 p.m., Fireside Room 

Open Houses
Art Department, 1-3 p.m., GC 2B05 

History/Humanities/Government, 1-3 p.m., GC 5D01 

CSC/Math, 1:30-5 p.m., Math conference room (GC 1E15) 

Biology and Chemistry, 2-4 p.m., GC 3 pit area

Communication Arts, 2-4 p.m., LRC TV studio

Behavioral Sciences, 2-4 p.m., GC 2C08

Engineering and Physics, 2-4 p.m., GC 1D23 

School of Business Homecoming reception, 2:30-4 p.m.,GC 3112 

English Department, 3-4:30 p.m., GC 5C01 

Women's basketball: Golden Eagles vs. UMKC, 2:05 p.m., Mabee
Center (pick up free ticket voucher at Registration) 

Patron Appreciation Reception for Alumni Banquet table hosts,
3:30-4 p.m., lobby of Gabrielle Residence for Women (by invi-
tation only) 

Open House for all alumni, 4-4:30 p.m., lobby of Gabrielle
Residence for Women 

President's Alumni Banquet, 4:30-6:30 p.m., Student Cafeteria 

Golden Eagles vs. UMKC, 7:05 p.m., Mabee Center 

Post-game Reception, Mabee Center basketball court

Stay linked. Register today.
Online registration: alumniweb.oru.edu and

click on Homecoming banner.
Call-in registration: 918.495.6610.

Or, use the registration form on your
Homecoming brochure.
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These days, Linda (Hunter-70) Rice finds herself spending more and
more time behind bars. That’s where her gift as a harpist has taken her.

Rice learned to play the harp when she was in high school. She
majored in music education at ORU and, after graduation, taught pri-
vate piano lessons for more than thirty years. She picked up the harp
again in 1980 after moving to California. Even then, it was more than
a decade before she realized her calling.

"At a Bible Study Fellowship meeting in 1991," Rice said, "the
speaker asked, ‘What are we doing with the gift God has given us?’"
That prompted her to begin a full-time harp ministry. "It all happened
by word of mouth," she said. "We told a few churches and put it in
our Christmas letter."

Accompanied by her husband,
Willis (A), who is retired from the
Air Force, Rice does about one hun-
dred concerts a year in churches
and prisons. Her 47-string blue
acoustic/electric harp and the six
other pieces of equipment she
requires are too fragile for air travel,
so she and Willis drive a van.

Rice prepares an all-new musical
program of hymns and spirituals
every year and insists on practicing every
piece of music for a year before she’ll
perform it in public. "I talk in between the
songs," she added, describing her con-
certs. "I tell new stories every year, and
hopefully the audience will laugh and cry
with me."

Her ministry to prisoners began when a man in Florida heard her
play in a Baptist church and asked if she and Willis would like to
take their ministry to a prison. Through a series of events, she
received her first invitation to perform at a federal prison in Florida
in 1997.

"The response was so tremendous the first time, my heart was com-
pletely changed," Rice said. "After we played, I wanted to do it all
the time. I just want to go to jail!"

It’s sad to minister in women’s prisons, she said, because children
are such an issue. "Most of these women will never be able to raise
their own children. That’s on their hearts all the time. I ask for prayer
requests, and that always comes up."
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Getting into a prison is sometimes a daunting
task, what with one thousand pounds of equip-
ment and a harp. Rice says, "Sometimes it takes
hours to get through all the security checkpoints,
but it is always worthwhile once we get there. The
inmates are so happy to see us."

Rice’s musical style is not somber or sedate. "We
can really rock out, and we do," she said. "I like
using effects just like guitar players do."

Willis runs the mixing board and creates hun-
dreds of different
sounds as Rice
chooses the hymn
style and musical
effect. "The possibil-
ities are endless,"
Rice said.

When she’s play-
ing for inmates, Rice
wants them "to for-
get where they are
for an hour, forget there’s a hierar-
chy. Some of them say, ‘This is the
first time I really truly escaped.’"
Sometimes she’ll do an altar call,
depending on the prison. "I allow
them to ask me questions," she
said, which can include, "Why are you smiling?
Why do you do this?"

Rice likes to quote Corrie ten Boom when it
comes to ministry. "Corrie said, ‘Every human being
is either a missionary or a mission field.’" Rice
adds, "God has given each one of us various gifts,

and we all need to use our gifts for His glory. God
can use any of us in spite of ourselves."

About thirty-five percent of Rice’s concerts are in
prisons, a number she expects to increase in the
coming year. "We go back to the same prisons and
churches every year and just keep adding more,"
she said. It’s an exhausting endeavor. "It takes six
months to get ready to go for two months." And
when they’re on the road? "We do no socializing.
We don’t even talk much during the day. We have

to get a good amount of
sleep in order to do sixty
concerts in sixty days."

It’s all for a purpose.

"I told Willis, if (my per-
formance) looks stale or

contrived,
take me
home."

Rice’s
biggest temp-
tation is to
stay at home
in Bodega
Bay, Calif.
"The weather
is absolutely
beautiful all
year round.

It’s a real rural area on the northern coast of
California. We are really blessed to live here."

As much as she’d love to take it easy, however,
Linda Rice has no plans to put aside her calling.

"It takes years to become an overnight success,"
Rice joked. "I sometimes say we’re famous among
the infamous."

It is always worthwhile
once we get there. 
The inmates are so 

happy to see us.

Sweetheart Queen
Linda Hunter poses
with future husband
Willis Rice on Feb. 10,
1967. (photo by
Vernon Hale)

Linda with two of her pastor’s daughters
at Fisherman’s Chapel in Bodega Bay, 1998.

Golf, Anyone?
The Alumni Association is making plans for a golf outing at Treetops Resort in Gaylord, Mich., July 26-
28, 2002. The Gaylord area is rated as one of the top ten places in the world to play golf. Treetops
has been featured on ESPN. If you are interested in joining us, contact Kevin Bish at kbish@oru.edu
or at (918) 495-7436. For details on Treetops, go to www.treetops.com.



1970s
IN MEMORIAM

Bobby Hoover
Sept. 2, 1935 - Sept. 12, 2001

Class of 1976
Bobby died in the pulpit while preaching, said his
wife, Mary. He first came to ORU in 1974 and
earned a B.A. in theology.
• RAY 76;84-MBA and NANCY L’HEUREUX
77 SHERWOOD continue to enjoy their church,
work at Hewlett-Packard, and their home in Idaho
after more than 23 years of marriage. They spent
7 years in Japan and have been in Idaho for more
than 9 years. They have two daughters: Catherine,
13, and Stephanie, 9. Music (piano, harp, and vio-
lin) occupies much of their time. 

• PATRICK 78 and Melenda EDMISTON have
lived among the Alamblak people of Papua New
Guinea’s East
Sepik Province
for 19 years,
working as
Wycliffe Bible
translators. Their
goal is to com-
plete translation of the New Testament into the
Alamblak language, and they have just two more
books to go: 2 Corinthians and Revelation. Patrick
has a master’s degree in linguistics from the
University of Texas-Arlington.
• STANLEY PERDUE 78 recently relocated to
Germany, where he serves as the American Red
Cross liaison to U.S. Army Europe and the U.S.
European Military Command. He lives in
Mannheim. 

• DEAN HEISEY 79 has accepted a call in the
Mennonite Mission Network of Mennonite Church
USA as director of the Ministry Formation depart-
ment. He and a team of consultants will work with
congregations and groups who envision new
domestic and international ministries and help
them bring their vision to reality. 

1980s
• JUDY KITCHEN 81 has been named a direc-
tor in the Tulsa office of Deloitte & Touche. She
has been with the firm more than 15 years and
has more than 10 years’ experience in employee
benefits. Her specialty is the welfare benefits area,
primarily COBRA, transportation programs, and
flexible spending plans.
• CHUCK 81 and BONNIE GATES-A-

LEGVOLD say, "Grace to you!" Chuck would like
to hear from old King’s Kids, White Horse, and
Makarios guys--and the sister wings.

• LAURA SMITH 81;86 is a missionary with
Latin America Mission. She has taught on the fac-
ulty at Evangelical
Seminary of Caracas for
10 years and is the only
foreign missionary serv-
ing on the staff full-
time. "Seventy percent
of the pastors in Caracas
don’t have a degree,"
she says. "The seminary
affords them the oppor-
tunity to study while
they serve and work, and we want to do that with
quality." Laura teaches primarily in biblical studies
but has also taught Greek, Hebrew, and other
classes. She is excited about the chaplaincy pro-
gram that the school is developing. Laura spent a
year with LAM’s Spearhead program in Mexico
City before returning to ORU for her master’s. She
taught on ORU’s faculty for several years.

• LEE and JUANITA STEINMEYER HOOD 82
have started an intercessory prayer group for ORU
through New Beginnings Restoration Ministries. If
interested in joining, contact them at

IN MEMORIAM
Andre Cobb

Born Oct. 2, 1961
Class of 1983

Andre, who died late last summer of a heart
attack, earned a bachelor’s in biomedical chem-
istry from ORU. As a student, he was a member of
the American Chemical Society and an associate
member of Tri-Beta Biological Honor Society. At
the time of his death, he was a dentist in
California.
• BILL MILLER 83 and wife Andrea have four
children. He would like to hear from 1980s
Animal House alumni. 
• LAURIE MITCHELL 85 ELLIOTT and her hus-
band, Edward, lived in Africa for more than 14
years, spreading the Good News. They have two
sons, both born in Africa, and are now living in
the U.S. and traveling and ministering all over the
world. 
• BILL 85;99-M.A. and LISA HERMAN 89
SHULER have settled in the D.C. area. "God is
doing amazing things out here," they say. 

• EVAN STRANO 89 sends greetings to the
Family. 

1990s
• CHRISTIE WINGARD 90;94-M.A. and
ROBERT 94-M.A. DeLAUNEY would love to
hear from old friends. Their son, Nicholas, turned
2 in August. 

• SHAUN GLEASON 90 and his wife have a
son, Joel, who turned 19 months old in
September. Shaun works in the hospitality indus-
try. 

• SHELLY HARRISON 90 NEWITT and hus-
band David are expecting their second child in
February. 
• KEVIN GORDON 91 received the
International Academy of Trial Lawyers award for
proficiency in advocacy and litigation skills, as
demonstrated in classes or competitions at
Washington University School of Law in St. Louis.
He received a J.D. from the law school in May. 
• CHER WASHINGTON 91 LYONS and hus-
band Ricky now have five children: Zoe, Ariel,
Emmaus, Noah, and Gethsemane Abigail. Cher is
self-publishing her first children’s book this fall.
Ricky was totally healed of his September 1996
car accident injuries. 
• KEN ALDOUS 92 and wife Kathryn announce
the birth of their son, Andrew Thaddeus, on June
6, 2001. 

• KAMWYN BARTLETT 92;98-M.A.Ed. and
WHITNEY (A) DAY lived and worked in Tulsa
for five years and are now raising Duncan, 2 this
past February, in the Ozarks and working for Shoji
Tabuchi theatre. 
• RICK 92 and KRISTI BROWN 95 HER-
LACHER and their daughters, Katlin and Chloe,
have moved to Denton, Tex., and would love to
hear from old friends. 

• LISA SPERO 93 and MONTY 93 ZIMMER
have welcomed their first child, Noah
Montgomery. The Zimmers have been married for
5 years and love living in British Columbia. Class
of ’93, please write. 
• LIN NORDSTROM 94 and TIM 96 LITKE
got married in November 2000. Lin works in a
Newborn ICU in Denver. 

• HEATHER LOBSER 94 has helped found a
new nonprofit performing arts company with her
friend Kirby; it’s called Grace Ann Productions, Inc.
They travel all over the world, reclaiming the
artists in their calling. 

• Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class ROGER MAR-
TINEZ 94 was one of 18 "citizen Sailors"
(naval reservists) who spent two weeks last sum-
mer supporting the Amphibious Group Three unit
at Naval Station San Diego. His team provided
security for ships for an armed forces celebration
that took place in San Diego. 
• KENDRA BEBB 94 POLEFKA and husband
Mike, serving on the Mercy Ship Anastasis, were in
Benin, West Africa, last spring. One of their pro-
jects was building a maternity/health clinic, which
is now staffed by local Christian doctors and nurs-
es. They spent the summer in Europe and planned
a return to Sierra Leone in mid-November (for
four months). Sierra Leone is the least developed
country in the world and has the highest infant
mortality rate for children under five. In August,
Mike completed the requirements for his second
officer’s license. Kendra is the ship’s medical
administrator. 
• AMY AMSLER 94 RAY earned a medical
degree at the Case Western Reserve University
School of Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio, on May 20.
She graduated from the Accelerated Residency
Program of the University Hospitals of Cleveland
and received the Max Miller Award for students
whose curiosity concerning the nature of the dis-
ease process, whose intellectual discipline in evalu-
ating clinical data, and whose responsiveness to
human needs in caring for patients, best exempli-
fy the ideals for which Max Miller stood. Amy
plans to complete a residency in internal medicine
at University Hospitals of Cleveland.
• SUSAN ELWELL 94 PAULING and husband
Philip had a son, Elliot James, on April 4. Susan
graduated from massage school last December
and is now working part-time as a massage thera-
pist.
• WENDY HARRISON 96 and JOSH
MURAKAMI 2000 were married at Asbury
United Methodist Church in Tulsa on Aug. 20.

• TARA ST. PRIX 97 is still in Toronto, enjoying
work and traveling.
• LARISSA LINDBERG 97 WIEBE has a new
address. Check the online Alumni Directory.
• NICHOLE WHEELER 98 BECHARD is an
assistant supervisor at a collections agency for a
bank. She loves the work and hopes to move
ahead quickly. 
• LISETTE TOLEDO 98 CAMERON recently
started a new job with TV Guide and likes it. She
and her husband are expecting their first child, a
boy they will name Caleb Thomas, in January.

• BLAKE FITE 98 married the former Laura
Gilbert of Grand Rapids, Mich., on May 19. He
says they are having a great time getting settled
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into their new home. 

• AMANDA SANER 98 recently joined a mis-
sions organization called Operation Mobilization
and will be serving for the next few years in Italy.

• CAMERON STRANG 98 wrote to talk about
RELEVANT magazine, a publication aimed at the 18-
34 audience. It’s at 

• BRIDGETT SANDERS 98 married Shanee
Clark on Aug. 11. She moved to British Columbia at
the end of August. 
• SUSAN CAMP 99-M.Div. worked for a year
as a children’s pastor and seniors’ pastoral care
coordinator at First United Methodist Church in
Jenks. She hopes to see old friends at the Alumni
Ministers Conference, Jan. 30-Feb. 1. miss-

• TOM PENLAND 99 and wife Jessica have a
son, Matthew, who was seven months old in
September. They’re expecting another baby. Tom is
on staff at St. Mark’s United Methodist Church.

• LEILANI BENSON 99 RODRIGUEZ and hus-
band WILFREDO 2000 are expecting a baby girl
on Dec. 23. Leilani works at a Fortune 500 energy
company and Wilfredo works for a local CPA firm.

• THOMAS SHAUGHNESSY 99 and LISA
BORMAN 2000 were married in July 1999. 

• ALLYSON TETER 99 lives in L.A. and started
law school this fall. 
• TREVOR McDONALD 99 works for State
Farm Insurance and hangs out at the beach. 

• JOY CLARK 99 wrote in June and said she was
studying Hebrew at Hebrew University of Jerusalem
on Mt. Scopus and planned to be there till the end
of September. joybeth22@yahoo.com

2000s
• BETH CHRISTIANSON 2000 is a graduate
student at Regent University. She will graduate in
May 2002 with an M.A. in TV News Journalism. She
also offers free Christian inspirational poetry by
mail; go to Web site below. 

• JOSHUA VANDERKLOK 2001 lives on the
mission field in Mexico and was planning to get
married this fall. 

ASSOCIATES
• AMEY CELORIA (1987-89) works in the D.C.
area as an art director for Bill Bennett’s new com-
pany, K12, inc. 

IN MEMORIAM
Tom Courtney, Sr.

Sept. 14, 1952 - Sept. 10, 2001
Tom attended ORU in 1976-77. He ministered in a
small Methodist church while attending ORU. He
was the owner of Courtney & Associates Insurance
in Tulsa and past president of Oklahoma Methodist
Men. He is survived by his wife, Vicky, daughters
Sarah and Heather, and son Tommy, Jr.
• TERESA LARSEN (1973-74) has a ministry
called Feed My Sheep. She has served 16 years on
the mission field in Acapulco, Mexico, where she
raised up a church. There is also a Christian ele-
mentary school and plans for a Bible Institute to
open this fall. 
• SHELLY SIMMONS LEREW (1993-95) is an

English teacher at a Christian school in Little Rock.
She’s been married for more than 2 years. 

• FRANKIE THOMAS SHOKOYA (1989-93)
works in southern California as a media consultant.
Her children are 2 and 4. 

• LISA WOLKINS (1989-90) says hi to broth-
ers of Am Herratz and sisters of SOS. She moved
from Dallas to Colorado in February. 

• SHANNON KENDALL ZETTERLUND (1984-
86) exchanged her title as Mrs. Lee County and
was crowned Mrs. Iowa 2001 at the Mrs. America
state pageant, held June 9 in Sioux City, Ia. She
was also selected as Mrs. Congeniality by the other
contestants. As the winner, she received an all-
expenses-paid trip to Hawaii to compete in the
national pageant in September, an assortment of
jewelry, cosmetic prod-
ucts, and a $1,000
cash award. "She did
not win the (national)
title," said husband
JAY (83), a pastor,
"but she did win the
hearts of the people of Hawaii. We are so pleased
with how wonderfully she represented our family,
our community and our state, but more important-
ly, how wonderfully she represented the Lord Jesus
Christ! Her genuine faith and compassion were a
blessing to so many, especially during the crisis
within our country, which occurred while she was
there." The Zetterlunds have five children. 

STUDENTS
IN MEMORIAM

Sagar Aryal
Born June 16, 1966
Died in May 2001

Sagar’s early days were spent in Nepal and north-
ern India. He earned certificates and diplomas in
science and biblical studies and a bachelor’s in tech-
nology in mining engineering. At the time of his
death, he was one semester away from completing
his MBA at ORU. He died in Nepal while serving as
a guide for an ORU summer missions team com-
posed of business students.
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Say goodbye to 
Humanitiesas usual

ORU’s most maligned course has undergone a complete overhaul. Gone is
Lord Kenneth Clark, replaced by--amazingly enough--Sister Wendy, and other,
fresher voices (when videos are used at all).

Dr. John Swails, chairman of history/humanities/government since January
1998, introduced the sweeping changes in the fall of 1998 after consulting with
his faculty and reviewing the results of
student focus groups and surveys.

"We now have 60 students in each
class," Dr. Swails said, referring to
another of the big changes. Large lec-
ture classes and discussion groups
have been eliminated.

As far as student satisfaction is con-
cerned, there’s no comparison, Swails
said. "Our Humanities classes are
receiving reports that the classes are as
good as others (at ORU) and certainly
better than in the past. The problem is
on the way to being solved."

What’s next for this forward-thinking
department? The faculty is writing its
own Humanities textbook, to be followed by history and government texts.

Swails said the ultimate goal is a smaller class size, but that will require
more classrooms, more faculty, and more office space. The department currently
has twelve faculty members.

Summer Missions Shifts Focus
Next summer, ORU missions teams won’t be going overseas. In

the words of John Thompson (92), administrator of the Spiritual
Life department, this is the reason why.

“The soul of our nation has been shaken. In the wake of national
tragedy, a new openness to God is arising. People are re-evaluating
life. This is the year of harvest in America, a window of opportunity.

“This is our time and our season to reap the harvest in the United
States of America. This year, the missions staff, the Spiritual Life
staff, the administration, and our president, Richard Roberts,
strongly believe that we need to focus ORU students on the harvest
in our homeland.”
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Dr. Farah, called "Chuck" by those who knew and loved him,
taught in the School of Theology
from 1967 to 1991 and 1994-95.
"What he really had was a love for the
study of God," said his son Barry.
That love has touched countless lives.

Farah was described at his memorial
service as "a life celebrator," "a coura-
geous author," "a teacher and profes-
sor," and perhaps most important of
all, "a discipler of men." Farah joined
the staff of the Navigators in June
1956 and served for eight years, help-
ing to raise up men and women who
continue to take the gospel all over
the world.

At ORU, Farah directed the World Action program and led
teams of students to Kenya, Jamaica, Haiti, and Trinidad. His
book, From the Pinnacle of the Temple, was controversial, but has
been called "one of the most relevant books of our generation."

In 1969, Farah founded Tulsa Men for Christ, a Bible study and
evangelism group. He later founded Insight Ministries, a colle-
giate discipleship program, and helped establish Tulsa Christian
Fellowship, a New Testament church. He also had a hand in
founding Project Kibbutz and Living Sound, among other min-
istries.

Farah had been in poor health for several years. He lost his dear
wife, JoAnn, in 1985. He had heart surgery this past September
and did not recover from it.

"We were so fortunate to be raised in a home with my dad as
the father," said Barry. "He was a man of honor. He was this
man’s hero."

Farah is survived by his children—Chuck III (83), Barry (85),
and Melissa (88) Chimento, daughter-in-law Tamra (Sanders-83),
son-in-law Chuck (85), five grandchildren, and six younger broth-
ers and sisters.  

Dr. Charles Farah

was one of the

ablest faculty mem-

bers we had, par-

ticularly when he

first came to ORU.

He was of ines-

timable value to

me in advising me

and helping me

understand higher

education. He

always had a warm

spirit, not only

toward me but also

toward the whole

university, and he

loved our students

with a passion. He

was a great and

good man and did

an outstanding

work at ORU that

will last far beyond

his lifetime. I will

miss him as I have

JoAnn, but I am

proud that they

have left some fine

children. I revere

the memory of

Chuck and JoAnn. 

– Chancellor

Oral Roberts

Chuck was a

scholar, a pastor,

an author, a profes-

sor, a great man of

God.  But he was

also my personal

friend and mentor.

During the time he

lived in assisted liv-

ing residences in

various parts of

Tulsa, we spent

countless hours

either at his home

or at some restau-

rant fellowship-

ping, talking about

family and future,

ministry, and the

things of God.

How precious,

enriching, and

inspiring were

those times! To

have walked with a

true saint, a spiritu-

al giant--what a

blessing, a privi-

lege, a challenge!  

– Dr. Trevor

Grizzle, Professor

of New Testament
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ORU Alumni
Board Adopts
Lifestyle
Commitment
Statement

In light of recent messages posted on the Alumni Registry, several
alumni have contacted the Office of Alumni Relations to ask about
ORU’s position on the subject of sexual sin--sex outside of mar-
riage, homosexuality, and sexual addictions such as pornography.  

Part of ORU’s response to
this question has come from
the Alumni Association Board
of Directors. At their semian-
nual board meeting in October,
the board reviewed and unani-
mously approved a Lifestyle
Commitment pledge to be
signed by all current board
members and potential candi-
dates for the board. Chairman
David Barton (76) said that
this statement, which is mod-
eled on the Code of Honor
Pledge signed by faculty, staff,
and students, will reinforce the
importance of all University
representatives upholding the
values of ORU. Bob Vander
Lugt (87), incoming board
chairman, said that every cur-
rent board member had signed
and returned it to the Alumni
Relations office, that the state-
ment would also be included in
the packet sent to potential
members of the Alumni Board,
and that a signed copy will be
required before a candidate can
run for a position on the board.

While the Lifestyle
Commitment does not contain
certain elements from the Code
of Honor that are more applic-
able to the university setting,
such as academic integrity, it
does include many of the same
elements alumni will remem-
ber from their days at ORU.

Another part of ORU’s response came on Sept. 5 in the form of
a chapel message from Rev. John Hagee, an ORU regent who is
pastor of Cornerstone Church in San Antonio, Tex. Last spring, the
ORU Board of Regents asked Hagee to speak in a fall chapel ser-
vice. His message, “Seven Lies that Satan Wants You to Believe,”
addressed "a subject that’s been woefully needed for the body of
Christ in America," he said.

Hagee’s message cautioned students not to be deceived by
Satan’s lies--not to think that they can’t be happy living a
Christian life, that God will make an exception in their cases, or
that they have plenty of time. Other lies Hagee warned against
were: "my sin is my business," there is no judgment day, there are
many ways to God, and the Word of God is not true.

Hagee also quoted 1 Corinthians 6, in which Paul wrote, "Do
you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of

God? Do not be deceived, nei-
ther fornicators nor idolaters
nor adulterers nor homosexuals
nor sodomites nor thieves nor
liars nor drunkards will inherit
the kingdom of God." "As a
member of the Board of
Regents," said Hagee, "let me
say emphatically that homosex-
uality will never be accepted at
Oral Roberts University as a
secondary lifestyle, not now
and not ever."  

President Richard Roberts
echoed this statement by say-
ing, "The permissiveness of this
society is spreading throughout
this community and around the
world, and would love to
spread even further here. But if
anyone on this campus thinks
that I as president will allow
this university under my leader-
ship to go the way of Aiken,
you are mistaken. We’re going
to be the university that God
raised us up to be."  

The students’ response to
Hagee’s straightforward mes-
sage reflected their appreciation
for a biblical approach to this
topic. The service ended with
an encouragement for students
to search their hearts, to confess
their sins, and to ask God to
forgive them. Many students
came forward to pray with stu-
dent chaplains and members of
the Spiritual Life staff.  

ORU Alumni Association
Addendum to Application for 

Candidates for the Board
Lifestyle Commitment

Just as students sign the ORU Honor Code during
their tenure as enrolled students on campus, we ask
potential board members of ORUAA to affirm their
adherence to the following fundamental principles:

1. I fully recognize that Oral Roberts University
was founded to be and is committed to being a
Christian ministry and that it offers a lifestyle of com-
mitment to Jesus Christ of Nazareth as personal
Savior and Lord--and as an integral part of its evange-
listic outreach. It is therefore my personal commit-
ment to be a person of integrity in my attitude and
respect for what Oral Roberts University is in its call-
ing to be a Christian university.

2. I commit to maintain integrity and obedience
to God’s claims on my life, and to do my utmost to
know and follow His will for my life.

3. I affirm my continued commitment to refrain
from all immoral or criminal acts and habits, or the
advocacy of those acts or habits, such as: use of ille-
gal drugs, abuse of alcohol, and illicit sexual acts
including homosexual or extramarital sexual behavior.

4. I commit to prayerfully and carefully execute
any duties to which I am elected or assigned in the
ORUAA. I understand that Oral Roberts University is
a private school and that my participation in any
activities of the ORU Alumni Association does not
give me any vested rights in the governing of the
University.
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Honors student Rebecca Bratschun leaves the new Gabrielle Christian Salem Residence for Women and heads for class. Look inside
for more photos of the now-completed hall.


