
Dear Fr iends:   

On behal f  of  the ORU Board of  Regents,  I  want to thank a l l  those who have prov ided support  to our 
univers i ty  through your ca l ls ,  let ters,  and prayers.  I t  has been a chal lenging t ime for  our ORU fami ly.

The board,  which is  represented by a strong blend of  successfu l  business and spi r i tua l  leaders, 
met for  two days last  week. I t  was an h istor ic meet ing.  Whi le negat iv i ty  has impacted the campus 
in the past two months with the f i l ing of  severa l  lawsui ts,  the act ions of  the board last  week la id 
the groundwork for  bui ld ing an even greater  univers i ty.  I t  is  important as members of  the board of 
regents that ,  in a l l  our decis ion-making and planning for  the future,  we remain t rue to the founding 
v is ion of  ORU, which is : 

Oral  Roberts Univers i ty  is  a char ismat ic univers i ty,  founded in the f i res of  evangel ism and upon 
the unchanging precepts of  the Bib le.  The Univers i ty  was founded as a resul t  of  the evangel ist 
Ora l  Roberts’  obeying God’s mandate to bui ld a univers i ty  on God’s author i ty  and the Holy Spir i t .  
God’s commiss ion to Ora l  Roberts was to “Raise up your students to hear My voice,  to go where 
My l ight  is  d im, where My voice is  heard smal l ,  and My heal ing power is  not known, even to the 
uttermost bounds of  the earth.  Thei r  work wi l l  exceed yours,  and in th is I  am wel l  p leased.”  

We as board members are ever mindfu l  of  what Ora l  Roberts had in mind when he founded ORU and 
cont inue to honor h is v is ion and leadership in bui ld ing th is great inst i tut ion.  Every act ion taken last 
week ref lected the board’s commitment to our v is ion,  as wel l  as gett ing the inst i tut ion back in sound 
f iscal  shape under new leadership.  In order to accompl ish that ,  the board d id the fo l lowing: 

Formal ly  accepted the res ignat ion of  Dr.  Richard Roberts as ORU pres ident. --
Cont inued Dr.  Bi l ly  Joe Daugherty’s serv ice of  fu l f i l l ing the dut ies of  the pres ident dur ing th is t ime --
of  t rans i t ion whi le we search for  a new pres ident. 
Began the process of  seeking a new pres ident of  ORU…..a pres ident who ref lects the miss ion --
of  ORU with a strong commitment to the founding spi r i tua l  v is ion of  the univers i ty  and who 
possesses business acumen, as wel l  as other strong leadership sk i l ls  and understanding of 
f inancia l  matters.   
Approved implementat ion of  recommendat ions regarding the operat ion,  governance and overs ight --
of  the univers i ty.    
Resolved to take a l l  appropr iate measures to separate ORU and the Ora l  Roberts Evangel ist ic --
Associat ion on a l l  legal ,  f inancia l ,  account ing and governance matters.  However,  the spi r i tua l 
connect ion between the two organizat ions wi l l  remain.   
Made a renewed and v igorous commitment to the overs ight of  the business and f inancia l  matters --
of  the univers i ty  and to implement ing pol ic ies and procedures necessary to ensure accountabi l i ty 
and produce eff ic iency.
Accepted fu l l  responsib i l i ty  to work to prov ide leadership in the univers i ty ’s fundra is ing efforts and --
gett ing ORU back on sol id f inancia l  foot ing.
Accepted two major contr ibut ions f rom two donors,  $8 mi l l ion f rom the Green fami ly  and $2 --
mi l l ion f rom an anonymous donor.    
Agreed to begin d iscussion with those indiv iduals who have a lso expressed interest  in making --
contr ibut ions to ORU that e l iminate the long-term f inancia l  st ra in that  ORU faces. 
Met wi th the students,  facul ty and staff  and committed ourselves to the i r  wel l -being by p ledging --
our efforts to “r ight  the ship” at  ORU.  

We are b lessed by and forever gratefu l  to the Green fami ly  and our anonymous donor for  the i r  most 
generous support  and seed-fa i th g i f ts  they gave to the univers i ty  last  week. These g i f ts  address 
our short- term f inancia l  issue,  but do not erase or lessen the need for  long-term f inancia l  v iabi l i ty.   
These donors are heroes to us and we cannot thank them enough for  the i r  fa i th and conf idence in 
th is univers i ty.
 
As a board,  we wi l l  be prudent and thorough as we explore a l l  the opt ions before us.  We must,  and 
are,  assessing and welcoming a l l  of  these opt ions as wel l  as others that  may ar ise in the coming 
weeks.  And, at  the end of  th is process,  we wi l l  act  wi th the best intent ions possib le f rom our hearts, 
souls,  and minds, and, as a lways,  seek God’s way and stay t rue to our founding v is ion.  
 
Our top pr ior i ty  is  to do what is  in the best interests of  Ora l  Roberts Univers i ty.  W ith God’s grace 
and our commitment to ORU, we wi l l  achieve our goals.  

We thank you for  your prayers.

God Bless,

George Pearsons
Chairman
ORU Board of  Regents 


